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Emanuel Lutheran Church, Napoleon, Ohio 
419-592-2616     emanuel@bright.net     www.emanuelnapoleon.org 

Pastor Janine Shearer 
330-524-2552     jshearer520@gmail.com 

Maundy Thursday    ✟   April 2, 2026 

P - Pastor  ✦  C - Congregation  ✦  A - Assisting Minister 

ELW-Evangelical Lutheran Worship-Red   ✦   WOV-With One Voice-Blue 

 

Prelude Cellist Stefan Koch plays Abendlied by Josef Rheinberger 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
P Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to 
struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and 
each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.  
Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and 
giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against 
God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days 
reconciled with God and with one another. Most merciful God, 
C We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 
P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name 

of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 

power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
C Amen. 

The assembly is seated. People may come forward for individual absolution. 

http://www.emanuelnapoleon.org/
mailto:jshearer520@gmail.com
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Special Music Here I Am, Lord by Daniel L. Schutte and Jack Schrader   

        sung by Choir 

 
P In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all 
your sins. 
 
Gathering Hymn  
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Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, 
Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write 
this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was 
the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
First Reading: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 
1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall 
mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for 
you. 3 Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they 
are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4 If a household is 
too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the 
lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 11 This 
is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff 
in your hand, and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the LORD. 12 I will 
pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, from human to animal, and on all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the 
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague 
shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.  14 “This day shall be a day of 
remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout 
your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.” 
A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
1 I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, 
2 for the LORD has given ear to me whenever I called. 
12 How shall I repay the LORD for all the good things God has done for me? 
13 I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD.  
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14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people. 
15 Precious in your sight, O LORD, is the death of your servants. 
16 O LORD, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; 
you   have freed me from my bonds. 
17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of 
the LORD. 
18 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people, 
19 in the courts of the LORD’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24 and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
Gospel: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
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the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The devil had already decided that Judas 
son of Simon Iscariot would betray Jesus. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands and that he had come from 
God and was going to God, 4 got up from supper, took off his outer robe, and tied 
a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash 
the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, 
“Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, 
“One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely 
clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11 For he knew who was to 
betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
  12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had reclined again, 
he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher 
and Lord, and you are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 
15 For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 
16 Very truly, I tell you, slaves are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these things, 
you are blessed if you do them.” 
  31b “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in 
him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and 
will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You 
will look for me, and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
P The Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  
 
Hymn of the Day ELW 712 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 
 
Handwashing 
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P On this night we have heard our Lord’s commandment to love one another 
as he has loved us. We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love 
one another, to be servants to each other as Jesus became our servant. Our 
commitment to this loving service is signified in the washing of hands, following 
the example our Lord gave us on the night before his death. 

 
Special Music Cellist Stefan Koch plays Fantasiestücke op. 17, no. 1 by Richard 
Stöhr 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
A  On this night when Jesus gave us a new commandment to love one 
another, let us bring our prayers before the One whose love knows no bounds. 
 
A Gracious host, you knelt to wash your disciples’ feet. Cleanse us from 
pride and self-centeredness, and teach us to love one another as you have loved 
us. Hear us, O God. 
C  Your mercy is great. 
 
A  Creator God, the earth is yours and everything in it. Awaken us to care for 
all you have made and conserve the rich diversity of your good creation. Hear us, 
O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A  God of the nations, guide the world’s leaders in the ways of justice and 
peace. Where they wield power unjustly, confront them. Where they are 
indifferent to suffering, awaken their conscience. Hear us, O God. 
C  Your mercy is great. 
 
A  Compassionate One, embrace all who are lonely or in captivity, comfort 
the grieving, and relieve those in pain. Draw near to all who suffer. Hear us, O 
God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
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A  Blessed redeemer, we give you thanks for this community of faith, and for 
all who gather around your table of grace. Unite us in love for you and for one 
another. Hear us, O God. 
C  Your mercy is great. 
 
A  Eternal God, we praise you for the great cloud of witnesses who now rest 
from their labors. At the last, gather us with them at your heavenly banquet. Hear 
us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
P  We entrust these prayers to you, O God, confident that you will strengthen 
us by your Spirit to love one another as Christ has loved us. We ask this in 
Jesus’ name. 
C Amen. 
 
Offering 

Thanksgiving for offering ♬  (please rise in body or spirit) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Holy Communion 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather 
your people around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, 
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with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

C ♬♬ Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.  
  
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and 
to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
Words of Institution 
 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and 
death,  his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming 
again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we 
are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with 
your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of 
bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of 
sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with 
all your saints. 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy 
church, now and forever. 
C Amen.  
 
Lord’s Prayer 
P     Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
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daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen 

This is God’s table, all are welcome here! 

 
Communion Hymn ELW 471 Let Us Break Bread Together  
Special Music Remember Me  by Jack Schrader  Sung by the Choir 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray. Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the 
saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of 
your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will show 
forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Stripping of the Altar 
 
All depart in silence. Worship continues tomorrow evening at 7pm.  
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