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ELW-Evangelical Lutheran Worship-Red

* Please stand as you are able

    
RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME
PRELUDE    The King of Love My Shepherd Is  arr. Douglas E. Wagner     -Bell Choir

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures
forever.
C Amen.
P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.

Holy One, source of our renewal,
C we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have not
practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you. For the sake of
the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory
of your holy name. Amen.
P Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.”
God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of Christ our Savior.
C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW # 715 - Red     Christ, Be Our Light

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.

KYRIE
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
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P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen

HYMN OF PRAISE
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord
God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. You are
seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy
One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the
pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for
peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC     Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise   arr. Derek K. Hakes     -Bell Choir

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8
1Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your
case before the mountains, and let the hills
hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the
case of the Lord, and you enduring
foundations of the earth, for the Lord has a
case against the chosen people, and the
Lord will contend with Israel. 3“O my people,
what have I done to you? In what have I
wearied you? Answer me! 4For I brought
you up from the land of Egypt and
redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam. 5O my people, remember now what
King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam
son of Beor answered him, and what
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you

may know the saving acts of the Lord.”
6“With what shall I come before the Lord
and bow myself before God on high? Shall I
come before God with burnt offerings, with
calves a year old? 7Will the Lord be pleased
with thousands of rams, with ten thousands
of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for
my transgression, the fruit of my body for
the sin of my soul?” 8The Lord has told you,
O mortal, what is good, and what does the
Lord require of you but to do justice and to
love kindness and to walk humbly with your
God?

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 15
1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle?

Who may abide upon your | holy hill?
2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right,

who speak the truth | from their heart; 
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends;

they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
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4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word.

5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
18The message about the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of
the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the
one who is wise? Where is the scholar?
Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world
did not know God through wisdom, God
decided, through the foolishness of the
proclamation, to save those who believe.
22For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified,
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness
to gentiles, 24but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For
God’s foolishness is wiser than human

wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger
than human strength. 26Consider your own
call, my dear family: not many of you were
wise by human standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth.
27But God chose what is foolish in the world
to shame the wise; God chose what is
weak in the world to shame the strong;
28God chose what is low and despised in
the world, things that are not, to abolish
things that are, 29so that no one might boast
in the presence of God. 30In contrast, God
is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became
for us wisdom from God, and righteousness
and sanctification and redemption, 31in
order that, as it is written, “Let the one who
boasts, boast in the Lord.”

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     +     (please stand as you are able)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

* GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12   
Glory to you, O Lord.
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up
the mountain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2And Jesus began to
speak and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
dominion of heaven. 4“Blessed are those
who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit
the earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled. 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they
will receive mercy. 8“Blessed are the pure in

heart, for they will see God. 9“Blessed are
the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God. 10“Blessed are those who
are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the dominion of
heaven. 11“Blessed are you when people
revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward is great in heaven, for in the same
way they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.”
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW # 725 - Red     When the Poor Ones 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS
The following people have been elected by the congregation to positions of leadership. We
give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ
and sent to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will
lead us in our common life and our mutual mission as a congregation.

Karri Ashbaugh, Tom Jenny, Michelle Slee, Julie Kohout, Matthew Van Gilder, Carol Castello,
Denise Etzler, Shirley Aschemeier, Kara Behnfeldt, Abbie Rohrs, Joe Knepley, Dennis Ehlers,
Kelli Burkhardt and Ron Wiechers.

A reading from 1 Corinthians 12:4-7
There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

P You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation. You are to
see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, who gathers us
into one together with the whole church. You are to seek to involve all members of this
congregation in worship, learning, witness, service, and support, so that the mission of Christ
is carried out in this congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and in the whole
world. You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers you
may be glorified. You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and
mutual understanding in this congregation.

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 
Will you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been
elected?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you share
in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
C We will, and we ask God to help us. 

P I now declare you installed as council members of this congregation. Almighty God bless
you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be faithful servants of Christ. 
C Amen.

BAPTISM OF OAKLYN NOELLE ELSTON

PRESENTATION
P In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death by joining us
to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen
humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of God and inheritors of eternal life.
By water and the Holy Spirit we are made members of the Church which is the body of Christ.
As we live with him and with his people, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of
God.

Parents and Sponsors:  I present Oaklyn Noelle Elston to receive the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism.
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P In Christian love you have presented this child for Holy Baptism. You should, therefore,
faithfully bring her to the services of God's house, and teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed,
and the Ten Commandments. As she grows in years, you should place in her hands the Holy
Scriptures and provide for her instruction in the Christian faith, that, living in the covenant of
her Baptism and in communion with the Church, she may lead a godly life until the day of
Jesus Christ.     Do you promise to fulfill these obligations?

Parents and Sponsors:  I do.

THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning your
Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth.

By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things. By the waters of the
flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and his
family.  You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the
freedom of the promised land. In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son
has set us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and
freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth.
In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that she who is here baptized may be given new life. Wash
away the sin of her who is cleansed by this water and bring her forth as an  inheritor of your
glorious kingdom.

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C Amen

RENUNCIATION AND PROFESSION
P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
Church, the faith in which we baptize.

P Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises?
Parents and Sponsors: I do.

P Do you believe in God the Father?
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.
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P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

BAPTISM
P Oaklyn Noelle Elston, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen

LAYING ON OF HANDS
P God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing your sons and
daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up to a new life through this holy
sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon Oaklyn: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in
your presence.
C Amen

SIGNING WITH THE CROSS
P Oaklyn, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of
Christ forever. Amen

GIVING OF THE LIGHT
P Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.

PRAYER FOR PARENTS 
P O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon Rob and JoAnn. Let them ever rejoice
in the gift you have given them. Make them teachers and examples of righteousness for their
child. Strengthen them in their own Baptism so they may share eternally with their child the
salvation you have given them, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen

WELCOME
P Through Baptism God has made this new sister a member of the priesthood we all share in
Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming
Word to all the world.
C We welcome you into the Lord's family. We receive you as a fellow member of the
body of Christ, child of the same heavenly Father, and worker with us in the kingdom of
God.

HYMN OF INTRODUCTION ELW # 453 - Red     Baptized and Set Free

SPECIAL MUSIC     Abbott’s Leigh Cyril V. Taylor/arr. Lee J. Afdahl     -Bell Choir

PRAYERS     (you may be seated)

A Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

A Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast only in the
cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and justice. Merciful God,
C receive our prayer.
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A The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and hills echo
with your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error of our ways. Inspire us
with reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful God,
C receive our prayer.
A You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek justice,
love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-seeking.
Prosper the work of peacemakers. Merciful God,
C receive our prayer.
A Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, weak, low,
and despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is least expected. Give your
life, strength, and wisdom to all in need especially those on our hearts and minds. Merciful
God,
C receive our prayer.
A As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind us how
your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite our weaknesses.
Establish the cross as the center of our life together. Merciful God,
C receive our prayer.
A Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place. Trusting you accompanied
them in poverty, persecution, and in every trial, we trust you abide with your people always.
Merciful God,
C receive our prayer.
P We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in
Christ crucified.
C Amen.

* LORD’S PRAYER        +          (please stand as you are able)

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil, for Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the
Glory, forever.  Amen.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SENDING HYMN ELW # 754 - Red     Jesus, the Very Thought of You

POSTLUDE     
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS010868. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-
732883 as well as CCLI License #20269444.

^ ^ ^ ^

Altar Flowers
Flowers are given to the glory of God by Bill & Mary Jo Moden.
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This week please hold in prayer:  Mary Lou Zwiebel, Paul Long, Ed & Betty Panning, Ruth
Eickhoff, Garrick Walker, Ronald Hoops brother of Mary Lou Streicher, Lee Weirauch, Tom
Jenny, for all those on our hearts and minds, and for peace in our nation and the whole world.

Baptism
God’s blessing to Oaklyn Noelle, daughter of Rob & JoAnn Elston who is being baptized this
morning. Oaklyn’s sponsors are Brenna Elston, Marrah Elston and Melinda Dachenhaus.

Annual Meeting
Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held immediately following the worship service
today. Your attendance is important!

Year of Gratitude: This week we give thanks for Sunday School- Faith formation is an
essential part of what being the Church is about. We have awesome Sunday School teachers
who are committed to helping folks grow in their faith from age 3 through adulthood! We learn
stories from the bible and wrestle with faith. We laugh. We ask questions. Some of us do
crafts while others drink coffee. It’s so good to be in a congregation that encourages learning
at all ages! Thank you to our Sunday School teachers and participants for learning and
growing in faith! 

Thursday Bible Study:  Please join us weekly on Thursday at 9:30am in the adult Sunday
school room.

CARING CORNER for January we will be collecting bars of soap for Together We Can Make
A Difference.

A Space to Grieve
Carol Castello and Pastor Janine invite those of you who are grieving to a time to check in,
hear scripture, and share stories on February 6th at 7pm in the Bible Study room (with dinner
provided beforehand at 6:30). You do not need to RSVP but please let us know if you plan to
attend and have any dietary restrictions. As the Honduran proverb goes, "Grief shared is half
grief. Joy shared is double joy." Let us hold some of your grief for you.

This Week
Wednesday, February 1 12pm Keyboard & Theory Music Class

1:30-3:30pm Open Office Hours at Pocket Park or Coffee
Shop

5pm Soul Food Café 
7pm Choir

Thursday, February 2 9:30am Bible Study
7pm Worship

Sunday, February 5 9am Worship with Communion in person or online
10am Sunday School
5-7pm High School Youth
6-8pm Confirmation

Monday, February 6 7pm A Space to Grieve
Tuesday, February 7 8:30am Sewing
Wednesday, February 8 12pm Keyboard & Theory Music Class

1:30-3:30pm Open Office Hours at Pocket Park or Coffee
Shop
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5:30pm Zoom Bible Study
5:30pm Brass Ensemble
7pm Choir

Thursday, February 9 9:30am Bible Study
7pm Worship

Sunday, February 12 9am Worship in person or online
10am Sunday School
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