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Hi Beloveds!
     2023 is the year of Gratitude here at
Emanuel! We got a little taste of that during
November this year. The paper chain we
made that held things we are thankful for
grew and grew each week. Ultimately, it
was so long it was falling off the altar! It
would be really cool if we added enough
links to it in 2023 to reach all the way
around the sanctuary!
     While that will be a fun project, I think
we will have a lot to lean into in the year of
gratitude. My hope is that our intentionality
and noticing the things we are grateful for
will empower us to more fully and boldly live
God’s love into the world. I know I’ve
shared with you before my practice of bite
sized resilience. Each day—regardless of
how good or bad or meh it is—I keep track
of three good things that happened that
day. On the good days, it’s a way to
celebrate. On the hard days, it’s a great
way to remember that there are glimpses of
goodness in the midst of the mess. Studies
have been done that gratitude practices
change our brains!
     My favorite story about this comes from
the winter I was in Milwaukee and working
at the Warming Prayer Vigil. January was
rough. I went to visit a friend for the
weekend and the first day all I could talk
about was how this was terrible and this

was awful and this was exhausting and this,
and this, and this. After some good food
and a solid night of sleep, my story
completely changed. I loved how these
people interacted. I knew what I was doing
mattered. I gave thanks for this, and this,
and this. When it was time for me to leave
that day, I wasn’t dreading going home. I
was looking forward to reengaging with a
new perspective and a healthy dose of
hope! I can’t wait to see what God is up to
in our community when we shift our
thoughts towards what we are grateful for!
     Each week in 2023 we will give thanks
for a group or ministry here at Emanuel.
Some of these groups are recognized every
once in a while. Others sometimes go by
unnoticed. In 2023 we will celebrate the
many people and ministries we have to be
thankful for here in this place and beyond!
Of course, we give thanks to God in all
things and celebrate all that God has
entrusted to us. When we live grateful, we
more easily notice God’s presence in our
midst!
     So give thanks, beloveds! I do! I’m so
thankful for each of you!
     
     Love each other well, dear ones!
     Peace,
     Pastor Janine
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Dear Emanuel Family,
     Happy New Year!!! It feels a little
strange writing these words in the middle of
December, but the “future me” is excited for
the new year shining bright like a light at the
end of the tunnel. Every year we plan extra
early for the season of Advent but this
season caught me off guard -- in one week
alone we had the children’s program, a
baptism, a funeral, my students’ piano
recital, and a wedding! And the cherry on
top? I became a first time homeowner and
moved all my belongings from one place to
another! Trying to find my music mixed in
with boxes of kitchen and gardening
supplies is not something I would
recommend... Thankfully, time is moving by
quickly and I feel grateful for bringing
people together and lifting them up on both
the best and worst days of their life. I have
to add that ripping out old floors and
replacing them with new ones is another
excellent way to quickly pass time! It also
holds a little resemblance to the start of a
new year: going out with the old and in with
the new.
     This New Year’s Day is extra special
because we kick it off with a Sunday
service! I was surprised to find how limited
our hymnals were for New Year hymns so
after searching online I found the perfect
hymn called, “Another Year is Dawning.”
The composer was Frances Ridley
Havergal, an English poet and hymn writer,
who famously printed New Year’s Day
greeting cards for her friends. One of her
most popular poems was titled, “Another
Year is Dawning.” Although you might not
be familiar with the name Havergal, you
might recognize some of her hymns such
as, “Take My Life and Let it Be.” Frances
composed “Another Year is Dawning” at the
end of 1873 as a prayer for the New Year in
1874. For our new year of 2023 we will sing
this poem to the tune “The Church’s One
Foundation.” So here is the old hymn for a
new year, and I hope these lyrics provide

you with the strength for another wonderful
year:

Another year is dawning: Dear Father, let it
be, In working or in waiting, another year
with Thee; Another year of progress,
another year of praise, Another year of
proving Thy presence all the days.

Another year of mercies, of faithfulness and
grace; Another year of gladness in the
shining of Thy face; Another year of leaning
upon Thy loving breast; Another year of
trusting, of quiet, happy rest.

Another year of service, of witness for Thy
love; Another year of training for holier work
above. Another year is dawning: Dear
Father, let it be, On earth or else in
Heaven, another year for Thee.
     Frances Ridley Havergal (1874)
-Vanessa Kwiatkowski

Emanuel Lutheran Church
Council Meeting

November 14, 2022
(Minutes pending Council approval at their
meeting scheduled for December 19, 2022)
CPR Training:  The meeting began at 6pm
with Mark Rusky present to conduct CPR
training for Council members as well as
those congregational members present.
Call to Order:  The business meeting was
called to order by President Jeff Mires at
7:39pm.
Devotions:  Karri Ashbaugh presented the
devotions as prepared by Laura Ellis-Kruse
from Chicken Soup for the Soul with the
topic of Modest and Movable Thanksgiving
Feast.  Joan Collier will lead December
devotions.
Council Members in Attendance:  Jeff
Mires, Karri Ashbaugh, Joan Collier, Julie
Kohout, Pastor Janine Shearer, Kyle
Borstelman, Joe Knepley, Andrea Van
Gilder, Denise Etzler, Kara Behnfeldt, Ron
Wiechers, Kelli Burkhardt.
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October Meeting Minutes – Joan Collier
– Minutes from the October 17, 2022
meeting were emailed to be read prior to
the meeting.  Julie Kohout moved, Joe
Knepley seconded the motion, to approve
the minutes as presented.  Motion carried.
Treasurer – Julie Kohout – Income,
Expense and Budget reports along with
financial (cash) balances were emailed
prior to the meeting as well as the giving
comparison report.  Julie reported that
October giving exceeded the October
amounts given the past several years.  Kelli
Burkhardt moved, Kara Behnfeldt seconded
the motion, to accept the financial reports
as presented.  Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Janine Shearer
– Instead of the Thanksgiving Eve service,
a Welcome to Advent Meal and Worship
will be held at the First Presbyterian Church
on November 27th at 5:30pm.  Christmas
caroling will take place following the
December 18th worship service.  A Blue
Christmas Worship service will be held
December 18th at 5pm.  A Youth Immersion
Trip is being planned by the Synod/local
churches for the week of July 24th; stay
local and lean into cool NWO ministries. 
Tentative location may be at Camp Palmer
or Widewater Retreat.
Property Board – Kyle Borstelman, Joe
Knepley – The Board is working with Terri
on a list of electrical and other issues
identified as needing attention.  Christmas
decorating will take place on Saturday,
November 26th, at 9am.  Concrete repair
has been completed.
Congregational Life Board – Andrea Van
Gilder, Denise Etzler – Fifty-six coats were
donated for the October Caring Corner;
some coats were new with tags still
attached.  Three families have been
identified for our Angel Tree recipients
including nine children.  Angel Tree gifts
need to be submitted by December 11th. 
Loose Change Offering will be collected on
December 11th for the ELCA Good Gifts
program.  $500 was received last year. 
The Health Department will not be
conducting a Christmas Poinsettia Sale this

year.  Local florists will be contacted for
possible interest.
Education Board – Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes,
Kara Behnfeldt – Christmas program
practice has started.  Treat bags will be
made for the kids.  Cookies will be available
after the program for the kids and their
families.  Bibles are being distributed to the
second and fifth grades.  Sunday School
teachers have been contacted regarding
supply needs.  Following the Christmas
program on December 11th, no Sunday
School will be held until beginning again on
January 8th.
Doctrine and Worship Board – Laura
Ellis-Kruse – No report given.
Finance Board – Ron Wiechers, Kelli
Burkhardt – “All good!”
Old Business: No old business was
brought forward.
New Business: Brian McCabe has
accepted appointment to the Endowment
Board.  Discussion was held on how the
Endowment Board is set up.  More
discussion will follow at the December
meeting.
Adjournment: Joe Knepley moved, Denise
Etzler seconded the motion, to adjourn the
meeting.  The meeting was closed with The
Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Joan Collier, Church Council
Secretary.

SAVE THE DATE

Sunday, January 29
Annual Congregational Meeting

immediately following the
9am worship service.

Installation of the new 2023
Church Council members will be

installed that day too!
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Membership News
Baptism:
     December 18 Ruth Collins (daughter of
Derek & Mackenzie Vocke) was baptized at
Emanuel. Ruth’s sponsors are Joe & Molly
Knepley, Evan & Danielle Vocke and
Jeannie Wiechers.

Beloved who has died:
     Please remember in your prayers the
family of Karlyn Tonjes who entered into
the Church triumphant on December 7th. 

g  Pastor Janine, Joan & Friends of
Emanuel, Thank you for visiting with me at
my open house and for the lovely birthday
cards for my 101st!  I appreciate your
thoughtfulness. Have a blessed Christmas.

-Evelyn Carlile

A Space to Grieve
Carol Castello and Pastor Janine invite
those of you who are grieving to a time to
check in, hear scripture, and share stories
on January 9 at 7pm in the Bible Study
room (with dinner provided beforehand at
6:30). January 10 at 10am (with lunch
included) in the Bible Study room. You do
not need to RSVP but please let us know if
you plan to attend and have any dietary
restrictions. As the Honduran proverb goes,
"Grief shared is half grief. Joy shared is
double joy." Let us hold some of your grief
for you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL PAUSE
There will be no Sunday School held from
December 11-January 1. Classes will
resume on January 8. Sunday school will
begin on this day at the regular time. 

CARING CORNER
     In November, we were able to donate
$725.00 to Christmas Cheer. In talking with
the chairman of this event, there were
many additional families who needed aid
this holiday season. Thank you to all of you
for your generosity!
     I want to also thank you for all who
bought gifts for our Angel Tree in
December. Originally, we were given 3
families to assist. In addition, we picked up
an additional 4 families through Together
We Can Make A Difference. With your
generosity, We assisted 9 families, with a
total of 12 children. Not only were we able
to purchase toys and clothes for the
children, but we were also able to purchase
blankets for each child and a food gift
certificate for each family.
     For January, we would like to highlight
Together We Can Make A Difference
Initiative. Specifically, we want to ask for
bars of soap. In our hectic lives, we tend to
take for granted that we can easily wash
our bodies. For many in our community,
they struggle to afford something as simple
as a bar of soap. Please help the Initiative
to help our neighbors by donating bars of
soap.
     As always, you have the opportunity to
also give monetarily. It is easy to contribute
monetarily. Simply mark the amount you
would like to give on your offering envelope
or insert a note if you mail your offering to
Emanuel.
     We also want to remind you that
Together We Can Make A Difference
Initiative is now giving out food staple items.
Any canned goods, cereal, peanut butter,
etc. can be simply placed in the Caring
Corner and it will be delivered to the
Initiative.
     If you are aware of an opportunity for
Caring Corner to help with, please come to
us with your ideas!
     Andrea Van Gilder/Denise Etzler
     Congregational Life
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

     The children did an outstanding job
presenting the story of Jesus’ birth! The
children wanted to do a play as opposed to
simply singing songs this year. They
worked really hard to learn their parts and
all the songs. Parents of our children were
instrumental in helping the kids at home!
     I want to thank the Sunday School
teachers for giving up some of their
teaching time for the kids. Thanks go to
Vanessa for her musical assistance and
encouragement to the kids. I cannot name
all of the people in the background who
helped the kids to successfully present the
play, but you know who you are! All of you
make my job so much easier!
     The children have already informed me
that they want to do another play next year.
I look forward to watching our young stars
next year!
     Denise Etzler
     Christmas Program Director

November 2022 Offerings
11/1/2022 through 11/30/2022

Building Fund      630.00
Caring Corner      695.00
Endowment Fund        50.00
Flowers      120.00
From Savings       2,441.98
General Fund 18,172.00
Good Samaritan Fund      365.00
Memorial      100.00
Soul Food      140.00
Sunday School        66.00
Together We Can        20.00
Vanco Fees        -5.17
Vanco Offset Processing          5.00
World Hunger      145.00
TOTAL OFFERINGS 22,944.81

November 2022 Attendance
Worship - In-person - 522
On-line - estimated amount - 84
Communed - 142

Altar
Flowers

January 1 - Rupert & Rita Schweinhagen
Happy New Year Emanuel Family
January 8 - Carey & Brenda Plummer
January 15 - Douglas & Judy Hoffman
Ken & Nancy Lange in honor of their 65th

wedding anniversary
January 22 - Ruth Bahler
January 29 - Bill & Mary Jo Moden

OPEN DATES: 
February 19 March 5, 12, 19, 26    
April 9, 16 May 14, 28
June 4 July 23
August 13, 20 September 3
October 1, 8, 29 November 12   
December 3

To reserve altar flowers...   Sign up on the
flower chart in the narthex or call the church
office. Be careful when you sign up for flowers
so that it is clear which date you are reserving.
Our flowers are done by Ivy League Floral &
Design Studio on West Washington Street. 
The cost is $20.  Make checks payable to
Emanuel Lutheran Church.  If you have special
orders for your flowers (certain colors, a larger
arrangement, etc.), please contact Kori Ratliff
at Ivy League.  If your order is beyond the $20,
please pay the shop directly.
     Please put the used plastic containers in
which the altar flowers come in the church
office to be recycled.

(Flower vases.........please leave the white
ceramic vases on the altar.)

Just a reminder....  
When you have flowers on the altar, please
remember to take them home after the
worship service. If you have not picked
them up they will be removed on
Wednesday.
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 9:00am

In person - Online Facebook
Thursday Worship -7:00pm

In person only

Communion Services
First Sunday of the month - 9:00am

Third Thursday of the month - 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday - 8:00am - 5:00pm

Pastor
Rev. Janine Shearer
330-524-2552 or jshearer520@gmail.com
Parish Secretary
Maxine Eickhoff
Organist & Music Coordinator
Vanessa Kwiatkowski
Bell Choir Director
Bill Panning
Custodian
Terri Sedam
Altar Guild Chairman
Julie Callaway
Prayer Chair Co-ordinator
Phyllis Kloos (419-260-6582 or
phyllis_kloos@yahoo.com)

2023 Church Council
President - Karri Ashbaugh
President-Elect - Tom Jenny
Secretary - Michelle Slee
Treasurer - Julie Kohout
Doctrine & Worship Board
Matthew Van Gilder & Carol Castello
Congregational Life
Denise Etzler & Shirley Aschemeier
Board of Education
Kara Behnfeldt & Abbie Rohrs
Properties Board
Joe Knepley & Dennis Ehlers
Finance Board
Kelli Burkhardt & Ron Wiechers

Remember our members in nursing homes
and assisted living facilities in your prayers
and with cards and letters.

Lutheran Home 
(1036 S. Perry St.,
Napoleon)

Karl Wiechers

Alpine Village
(1032 S. Perry St., Napoleon)

Esther Dennie
Oneta Wiechers

Glenn Park Assisted Living
(2429 William Diehl Ct,
Defiance, OH 43512)

Laurels of Defiance 
(1701 S. Jefferson Ave.
Defiance, OH 43512)

Van Crest Health Center
(600 E Joe E Brown Ave,
Holgate, OH 43527)

Evelyn Carlile - Assisted Living

Orchards of Northcrest 
(240 Northcrest Drive,
Napoleon, OH 43545)

Undecorate Church:  Your help
would be very much appreciated on
Sunday, January 8 after the 9am
worship service as we take down the
Christmas decorations!!!

In the month of January for
the year of Gratitude we will give
thanks for Choir, Bell Choir, Brass
Ensemble, Financial Gifts, and Sunday
School.
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