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* Please stand as you are able

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME
PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation.
C Amen.
P Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin.

God of life,
C you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be messengers of
your peace. We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our
security. We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of our neighbors
and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on us. Where we are self-centered,
open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us courage. Where we are cynical, restore
our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope of eternal life in you.
Amen.
P Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the
ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God.
C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN     Another Year is Dawning 
Another year is dawning, dear Father, let it be
In working or in waiting, another year with Thee.
Another year of progress, another year of praise,
Another year of proving Thy presence all the days.

Another year of mercies, of faithfulness and grace,
Another year of gladness in the shining of Thy face;
Another year of leaning upon Thy loving breast;
Another year of trusting, of quiet, happy rest.

Another year of service, of witness for Thy love,
Another year of training for holier work above.
Another year is dawning, dear Father, let it be
On earth, or else in Heaven, another year for Thee.
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GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.

KYRIE
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen

HYMN OF PRAISE
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord
God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. You are
seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy
One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected
the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 63:7-9
7I will recount the gracious deeds of the
Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord,
because of all that the Lord has done for us
and the great favor to the house of Israel
that the Lord has shown them out of mercy,
out of the abundance of steadfast love. 8For
the Lord said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not act deceitfully,” and
the Lord became their savior 9in all their

distress. It was no messenger or angel but
the presence of the Lord that saved them; it
was the Lord who out of love and pity
redeemed them; lifting them up and
carrying them all the days of old.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 148
1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD

| from the heavens;
praise God | in the heights.

2Praise the LORD, | all you angels;
sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven.

3Praise the LORD, | sun and moon;
sing praise, all you | shining stars.

4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.

5Let them praise the name | of the LORD,
who commanded, and they | were created,

6who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not | pass away.

7Praise the LORD
| from the earth,

you sea monsters | and all deeps;
8fire and hail, | snow and fog,

tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9mountains | and all hills,

fruit trees | and all cedars;
10wild beasts | and all cattle,

creeping things and | flying birds;
11sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples,

princes and all rulers | of the world;
12young | men and maidens,

old and | young together. 
13Let them praise the name | of the LORD,

whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven.
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful servants,

the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. | Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:10-18
10It was fitting that God, for whom and
through whom all things exist, in bringing
many children to glory, should make the
pioneer of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.  11For the one who sanctifies
and those who are sanctified all have one
source. For this reason Jesus is not
ashamed to call them members of his
family, 12saying, “I will proclaim your name
to my family; in the midst of the
congregation I will praise you.” 13And again,
“I will put my trust in God.” And again, “Here
am I and the children whom God has given
me.” 14Since, therefore, the children share
flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise
shared the same things, so that through
death he might destroy the one who has

the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and
free those who all their lives were held in
slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is clear
that Jesus did not come to help angels but
the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore
Jesus had to become like those of his
family in every respect, so that he might
become a merciful and faithful high priest in
the service of God, to make a sacrifice of
atonement for the sins of the people.
18Because Jesus himself was tested by
what he suffered, he is able to help those
who are being tested.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     +     (please stand as you are able)

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

* GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-23     
Glory to you, O Lord.
13Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, “Get up, take the child and his
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there
until I tell you, for Herod is about to search
for the child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph
got up, took the child and his mother by
night, and went to Egypt 15and remained
there until the death of Herod. This was to
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have
called my son.” 16When Herod saw that he
had been tricked by the magi, he was
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the
children in and around Bethlehem who
were two years old or under, according to
the time that he had learned from the magi.
17Then what had been spoken through the
prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 18“A voice
was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud

lamentation, Rachel weeping for her
children; she refused to be consoled,
because they are no more.” 19When Herod
died, an angel of the Lord suddenly
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt
and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for
those who were seeking the child’s life are
dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the child
and his mother, and went to the land of
Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus
was ruling Judea in place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after
being warned in a dream, he went away to
the district of Galilee. 23There he made his
home in a town called Nazareth, so that
what had been spoken through the
prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be
called a Nazarene.”

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW # 275 - Red     Angels, from the Realms of Glory

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

* APOSTLES' CREED     (please stand as you are able)

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS     (you may be seated)

A With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church,
the life of the earth, and the whole human family.
A brief silence.

A Merciful God, broaden the church’s hospitality and welcome. Open our hearts to any in
need of refuge and help, especially those who are persecuted. Prosper the work of Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee Services. God of grace,

4



C hear our prayer.
A Life-giving God, restore the health of the soil, the seas, and the air. Increase the joy and
praise of all living things. In the coming year strengthen local, national, and international ef forts
to prevent further harm to the environment. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
A Liberating God, deliver your people from cruel oppression. Increase justice in every nation
and keep the dream of freedom alive. In this new year bring the blessing of peace and put an
end to violent conflict throughout the world. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
A Uplifting God, raise all who are bowed down by trouble and need, especially individuals
and families living in poverty. Protect and nurture all children. Sustain those who parent, teach,
and care for the young. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
A Abiding God, accompany this community in the coming year. Increase our love for one
another and the neighbors we serve. Enrich our worship and deepen our faith. Sustain our
pastor and all who minister in your name. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
A Loving God, the holy innocents who perish in every generation are safe in your keeping.
We give you thanks and praise for the all the faithful who have gone before us into everlasting
life with you. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.
P Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for
whom we pray to the mercy of God.
C Amen.

* LORD’S PRAYER     (please stand as you are able) 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever.  Amen

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

SENDING HYMN ELW # 288 - Red     Good Christian Friends Rejoice

POSTLUDE     
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS010868. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-
732883 as well as CCLI License #20269444.

^ ^ ^ ^

Altar Flowers
Flowers are given to the glory of God by Rupert & Rita Schweinhagen, Happy New Year
Emanuel Family.
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This week please hold in prayer:  Mary Lou Zwiebel, Paul Long, Ed & Betty Panning, Ruth
Eickhoff, Garrick Walker, Ronald Hoops brother of Mary Lou Streicher, for all those on our
hearts and minds, and for peace in our nation and the whole world.

Year of Gratitude: This week we give thanks for the choir- Angelic voices carried us through
the Advent season as we lit the candles of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love and then celebrated
God with us on Christmas Eve. We are so thankful for the Choir and all the work they put in!
They practice each and every week so that we can hear beautiful music as part of worship
each first Sunday of the month and on special occasions. We are so grateful to each of the
choir members for their contribution!

Altar Flowers Needed – Open dates: February 19 - March 5, 12, 19, 26. If you would like to
furnish flowers for any of these days, please sign up on the chart in the narthex.

Thursday Bible Study:  Please join us weekly on Thursday at 9:30am in the adult Sunday
school room.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Classes will resume on January 8. Sunday school will begin on this day at the regular time.

CARING CORNER for January we will be collecting bars of soap for Together We Can Make
A Difference.

Offering Envelopes
The offering envelopes for 2023 are available in the hallway outside the office.

This Week
Monday, January 2 Office Closed for New Year
Tuesday, January 3 8:30am Sewing
Wednesday, January 4 1:30-3:30pm Open Office Hours at Pocket Park or Coffee

Shop
5pm Soul Food Café
7pm Choir

Thursday, January 5 9:30am Bible Study
7pm Worship

Sunday, January 8 9am Worship with Communion in person or online
10am Sunday School

Undecorate after worship
5-7pm High School Youth
6-8pm Confirmation

Monday, January 9 10am Mutual Relations Meeting
7pm A Space to Grieve

Tuesday, January 10 10am A Space to Grieve
Wednesday, January 11 1:30-3:30pm Open Office Hours at Pocket Park or Coffee

Shop
3:45pm Worship & Doctrine Meeting
5:30pm Zoom Bible Study
5:30pm Brass Ensemble
7pm Choir

Thursday, January 12 9:30am Bible Study
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7pm Worship
Sunday, January 15 9am Worship in person or online

10am Sunday School
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