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through Christ to individuals, the community and the world through discipleship and service.

Hi beloved!
     In the month of November, we naturally
lean into an attitude of gratitude. This
month’s prayer practice is gratitude! It's
also a bit of a precursor for 2023—the year
of gratitude—but more on that later! For this
month, keep track of things that you are
grateful for.

     This morning I woke up and it had
rained overnight. The sun was just starting
to peek up above the horizon and was met
with a heavy line of clouds. It was stunning!
I’m thankful for sunrises and for this time of
year when it is easier to see them.

     I got coffee this morning and the way the
creamer and coffee swirled together was
beautiful. The barista was kind. I’m thankful
for delicious and pretty coffee and kind
people.

     The day I’m writing this is a Thursday.
We had a great Bible Study and then a
brutiful Space to Grieve. We laughed!
Some tears were shed. We celebrated Holy
Communion together in between. It was
truly wonderful amid the ordinary. And then
we had a delicious lunch thanks to Mama
Mir’s Kitchen and a synod Microgrant! I’m
thankful for good people, and meals that
are holy and ordinary.

     Right now, the sky is dark to the north,
but the sun is breaking through. I am sitting
in my office with a candle burning and
preparing my heart and mind for worship.
I’m thankful for all these things!

     That’s it. That’s all there is to gratitude.
Give thanks in the good things and for the
beautiful moments in the midst of the hard
things. Give thanks and see the ways that
God is working in and through each
moment of everyday.

     How will you keep track of these things
for you? Maybe you can start a gratitude
journal. Some folks write them on a
pumpkin in sharpies. Others place notes in
a jar. I used to keep track of three good
things as bite sized resilience as my
Facebook status. Maybe you have a friend
who can be your gratitude buddy. Or maybe
you can just take note at the end of the day
and give thanks for all the moments of
goodness.

     Give thanks with a grateful heart,
beloveds, and see God’s presence all
around you!
     Be well, dear ones!

     Peace,
     Pastor Janine
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All Saints
Sunday

November 6, 2022

Celebrate with us the lives of all believers
who have died in the faith and our own
ancestors and relatives. Members of our
congregation who have died in the
preceding 12 months will be remembered
on this day:

Kim Casteel 
Michael Belcher
Ronald Kruse
Shirlee Mires-Fejes
Marg Lanzer
Mort Davis
Dora Titgemeyer
Ryan Sexton
Dennis Clausen
Pete Miller

Membership News
Baptism:
     October 9 Walter Gary (son of Casey &
Jayce Haase) was baptized at Emanuel.
Walter's sponsors are Tyler Haase and
Joseph Bartz.
New Members:
     Welcome to Bradley, Jennifer and Zac
Bergstedt who transferred to Emanuel from
Hope Lutheran Church in Hamler, Ohio.

Attention Sunday School

Families – We have already started
practicing for the 2022 Christmas Program!
The program will be held during the 9am
worship service on Sunday, December
11th. We ask you to mark your calendars
for an extra special dress rehearsal on
Sunday, December 4th. This will begin at
10am and last until 12:30pm. Pizza and
drinks will be provided for the Sunday
School students.

ORGANIST/MUSIC

COORDINATOR
Dear Emanuel Family,
     In mid-October I attended the University
of Michigan’s 62nd annual organ
conference! It was an incredible 3-day
event filled with great music, friends, and
learning experiences. 
     The conference kicked off with a
magnificent recital by James Kibbie,
recently retired organ professor at UofM.
He is currently working on a lofty eighteen
recital program on the complete works of
Johann Sebastian Bach. Out of the series I
was lucky to hear the fourth one which
included Bach’s Clavierübung, Volume III. I
thought it was special that the opening
piece on the program was Prelude in E-Flat
Major BWV 552 which refers to the Trinity
both in its key signature of three flats and in
its structure of three themes. Its opening
notes begin with the “cross” motif which if
drawn out on paper actually outline the
shape of a cross. 

        This motif was his
   reference to Luther’s
   direction in the
   Catechism: “In the
   morning upon
   arising, you should
   bless yourself with
   the Holy Cross and
   say, ‘In the name of
   the Father, Son, and
   Holy Spirit, Amen.’” 

     It is no surprise that Bach devoted his
entire musical life to the Creator and
naturally united music with theology. One of
my favorite quotes by J.S. Bach is, “The
final aim and reason of all music is nothing
other than the glorification of God and the
refreshment of the spirit.”
     A good portion of the conference was
spent learning about various pipe organs
and their history. It was really neat that the
recital took place on the Marilyn Mason
organ because this instrument is an almost
exact replica of the historic 1721 baroque
organ in St. Georgen-Kirche in Rötha,
Germany. What is significant about this
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organ is that Bach himself played on the
historic instrument in Germany and used
the same sounds that we heard at UofM.
The performances were truly authentic and
made you feel as if you were hearing the
music played in Germany. Overall, the
conference was very refreshing and left me
with a new feeling of inspiration and
enthusiasm for our music program at
Emanuel. 
     Aside from the conference, we had
some exciting musical events in October.
Our Steinway piano underwent a major
restoration project and the entire action of
the piano was replaced. The last time the
piano had any work done (besides regular
tunings) was in 2009 when the hammers
were replaced. Needless to say, we were
long overdue for a new project. Michael
Coplin, our piano technician, showed me all
of the old parts that were worn out and not
working properly anymore. I was not
surprised since the piano still had some of
the original parts from the 1920’s! The new
parts provide proper voicing and pianists at
Emanuel can finally achieve the control of
sound which was missing all along. Thank
you all for your help in this project!
     Last but not least, the Emanuel Polka
Band had a successful first “tour” at St.
Paul’s in McClure! What started out as a
fun idea for the brass ensemble turned out
to be a huge hit in our community. Although
it was quirky to mix polka music with
worship, it was well worth all of the smiles
and joy that we brought to worship. Thank
you all again for supporting us!
     -Vanessa Kwiatkowski

Emanuel Lutheran Church

 Council Meeting

September 19, 2022
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to
order by President Jeff Mires at 6:30pm.
Devotions:  Pastor Janine led devotions
drawn from the book of Acts, Chapter 2,
followed by prayer.  Volunteers to lead
devotions are as follows:  October – Denise
Etzler, November – Laura Ellis-Kruse,
December – Joan Collier.

Council Members in Attendance:  Jeff
Mires, Karri Ashbaugh, Joan Collier, Julie
Kohout, Pastor Janine Shearer, Kyle
Borstelman, Joe Knepley, Andrea Van
Gilder, Denise Etzler, Kara Behnfeldt, Ron
Wiechers, Kelli Burkhardt.
August Meeting Minutes – Joan Collier –
Minutes from the August 8, 2022 meeting
were emailed to be pre-read prior to the
meeting.  Denise Etzler moved, Joe
Knepley seconded the motion, to approve
the minutes as presented.  Motion carried.
Treasurer – Julie Kohout – Income,
Expense and Budget reports along with
financial (cash) balances were emailed
prior to the meeting as well as the giving
comparison report.  Julie reported that
giving is down $26,000 in operating funds.
There is no concern at this point but we will
keep aware of giving trends.  She also
stated that the Care and Share account has
reached $14,664.00.  Kelli Burkhardt
moved, Ron Wiechers seconded the
motion, to accept the financial reports as
presented.  Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Janine Shearer
– We will host the Overdose Support Group
on October 3 led by Scott and Sue Barnes.
Prayer practice for October will be Nature
Prayer.  Rally Day was amazing! A
Warming Prayer Vigil will be held at St.
Paul United Methodist Church October 2nd

combined with an Open House from 1:30 –
3:30pm.  Ross Saneholtz has agreed to
assist with a Safety Plan for Emanuel. 
2023 will be observed as a Year of
Gratitude celebrating 54 groups/teams/
people who make things happen here at
Emanuel.  Share suggestions with Pastor.
A master calendar for 2023 will be
established including anticipated events
w/dates and times, clean up days, church
decorating, Sunday School start/stop dates,
etc.  Pastor will be on vacation October 2;
communion will be moved to October 9.
Pastor will also be on vacation the week of
November 20-26.
Property Board – Kyle Borstelman, Joe
Knepley – A meeting will be held with Terri
Sedam and the Property Board to discuss
custodial needs.  Quotes are being
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received for repair/replacement of water
fountains.
Congregational Life Board – Andrea Van
Gilder, Denise Etzler – September’s
Caring Corner is collecting size 5 diapers
and pull-ups in observance of Diaper
Awareness Month.  Coats for Kids will be
collected during the month of October.
Donations received for Lutheran World
Relief will be delivered to Pemberville on
October 9 .th

Education Board – Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes,
Kara Behnfeldt – Thank you card was
received from Colton and Liberty Center
Churches for our donation of VBS shirts.
Installation of Sunday School teachers on
Rally Day went well.  Bounce houses will be
rescheduled (due to inclement weather)
possibly at the end of the Sunday School
year with pizza or next year’s Rally Day.
Trunk or Treat will be held in our parking lot
Saturday, October 15, from 3:00 – 5:00pm
along with participation from the
Presbyterian and United Methodist
Churches.  Bible presentations will be
made to the second and fifth graders on
October 23 .  Sunday School Christmasrd

Program Practice will be held on December
4 .  Readers are needed for the Sundayth

School Christmas Program to be held
December 11 .  The program is scheduledth

earlier due to a wedding previously
scheduled for December 17 .  A Boardth

replacement will be needed for Kaitlin for
next year.
Doctrine and Worship Board – Laura
Ellis-Kruse – A vacancy exists on the
current Board.
Finance Board – Ron Wiechers, Kelli
Burkhardt – The 2022 Budget was
reviewed with revisions suggested for the
2023 Budget.  Pastor’s Compensation
Package was reviewed.  The Synod has
submitted their recommendation for pastors
in our Synod for Council consideration.
Budget worksheets will be sent out in
preparation for the 2023 Budget to be
presented at the October 30th

Congregational Meeting following the
regular worship service.
Old Business – No old business was

brought forward.
New Business – The Nominating
Committee is meeting to prepare the ballot
for the Congregational Meeting.
Adjournment – Kara Behnfeldt moved,
Andrea Van Gilder seconded the motion, to
adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  The
meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Joan Collier, Church Council
Secretary.

CPR Training
     Council will engage in CPR training on
Monday, November 14th at 6pm and you
are invited to join us! In order to be
prepared in case of an emergency,
congregational leaders are taking a
proactive step to learn (or refresh) CPR
skills. If you would like to participate, at no
cost to you, please contact the office to sign
up.

Harvest Home Decorating

Saturday, November 5
     We will be decorating the Altar for
Harvest Home on Saturday November 5.
We would appreciate any contributions you
can add. If you would like to bring in fall
items, please have them in the overflow
area by 9am on November 5. We always
welcome new items! If you want to take
your contributions home, they will be
available for pick up in the overflow the
week of November 21. Thank you! Phyllis
Kloos & Sandi Borstelman

TRUNK AND TREAT
     Our first annual Trunk and Treat was
held on Saturday, October 15. Great fun
was had by all who participated. There
were cars decorated along with many
different costumes worn by both adults and
children. Thank you to all who helped us
minister to the children in our community.
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Together We Can Make A

Difference Initiative
     Many of you may not know that the
Initiative has been giving out food as well
as personal health products. The COVID
pandemic necessitated this change. Unlike
traditional Food Pantries, the Initiative is
open 5 days a week. There is still a very
large need for Peanut Butter, Jelly, Canned
Vegetables, and Cereal. Please consider
the Initiative as you do your family's grocery
shopping. Any donated items can be put in
the Caring Corner.

CARING CORNER
     Thank you so much for all the diapers
and training pull-ups that were donated
through the Caring Corner in September.
Through your generosity, 406 diapers and
310 pull-ups were given to Together We
Can Make A Difference Initiative!
     There were 10 school kits, 10 personal
care kits, 2 fabric kits, and 54 quilts
delivered to the Lutheran World Relief site
in October. Thank you to those who helped
with this.
     For November, we are highlighting
Henry County Christmas Cheer. This is an
organization that we support every year at
this time as they distribute food for the low
income and needy persons in Henry
County. They will NOT be collecting any
food items. Only monetary donations can
be accepted.
     Please place any monies in the offering
plate at the Thursday or Sunday service.
Checks can be mailed to the church office.
Please include a note indicating the amount
you are giving to Christmas Cheer. 
     We are in the planning stages for our
annual Angel Tree. Be watching for more
information as it becomes available!
     If you are aware of an opportunity for
Caring Corner to help with, please come to
us with your ideas!

Denise Etzler/Andrea Van Gilder
Congregational Life

FILLING HOME FALL FLING
     On Saturday, November 5, the Filling
Home will be having their annual Fall Fling.
This is an event that helps the Guild at the
Filling Home to purchase “big ticket” items
that the Filling Home needs. There will be
an online auction, live auction, and a silent
auction held. In addition, a raffle and lunch
will be available.
     Baked goods of all kinds will be needed.
Please have the baked goods at Emanuel
by 8:30 a.m. that morning. They can be
placed in the kitchen with a note on them
indicating that they are for the Fall Fling.
They will be picked up and taken to the
Filling Home. Any questions, please call
Denise Etzler at 814-389-2973.

SALVATION ARMY

BELL RINGERS
     Yes, it is that time of year again! Thank
you to all who have helped in previous
years. On Saturday, December 3, we have
been asked to cover the North door at
Walmart. In an attempt to get more people
involved, we are asking for only 1 hour
commitment from you on that day. If you
want to ring the bells for a longer time,
simply sign up for more slots! 
Please watch for the sign-up sheet located
on the bulletin board outside of the office
and the sign-up sheet that will be available
online.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
     Poinsettias will be sold again this year in
order to decorate our sanctuary for
Christmas. Please watch for more
information in the weekly bulletin.

Pastor Janine's Council Report
     Each month Pastor Janine creates a
snapshot of the month in her council report.
These will be available to you at each
entrance where the bulletins are or in the
office.
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Altar
 Flowers

November 6
Shirley Walker in memory of Donna Kruse
November 13
Jeff Mires in memory of Julie
November 20
Norm & Kathy Bostelman
November 27
Joe & Julie Kohout in honor of their 29th

wedding anniversary

To reserve altar flowers...   Sign up on the
flower chart in the narthex or call the church
office. Be careful when you sign up for flowers
so that it is clear which date you are reserving.
Our flowers are done by Ivy League Floral &
Design Studio on West Washington Street. 
The cost is $20.  Make checks payable to
Emanuel Lutheran Church.  If you have special
orders for your flowers (certain colors, a larger
arrangement, etc.), please contact Kori Ratliff
at Ivy League.  If your order is beyond the $20,
please pay the shop directly.
     Please put the used plastic containers in
which the altar flowers come in the church
office to be recycled.

(Flower vases.........please leave the white
ceramic vases on the altar.)

Just a reminder....  
When you have flowers on the altar, please
remember to take them home after the
worship service. If you have not picked
them up they will be removed on
Wednesday.

Group Trip
     Would you be interested in going on a
group trip? We have been discussing one-
day trip options at the last couple of Mutual
Relations Committee Meetings and thought
we’d put it out there for you all to think
about. We probably won’t go anywhere until

spring or summer 2023 but thought we
should start some planning soon! Ideas we
have discussed include going to the Toledo
Zoo, a Mud Hens Game or Frankenmuth
Michigan. We could carpool or look into a
bus trip. Any input or suggestions are gladly
welcome! Feel free to reach out to Pastor
or myself, Phyl Kloos. You can email
phyllis_kloos@yahoo.com or call
419.260.6582.

Warming Prayer Vigil
     St Paul UMC (next to the post office) is
still looking for volunteers for the Warming
Prayer Vigil. They welcome people each
evening to stay overnight who otherwise do
not have a place to stay. Each night from
November 1-March 31st we will need five
people. Early volunteers will need to be
present from 7:30pm - 11:30pm. Late
volunteers will need to be present from
11pm - 7am. Overnight volunteers will be
present from 8pm - 7am but will be able to
sleep from 11pm - 7am. Breakfast
volunteers will be present from 7am to 9am.
If you are interested in learning more or
possibly volunteering, talk to Pastor Janine
or check out Warming Prayer Vigil-St Paul
UMC on facebook. 

And the World is About to

Turn- Advent 2022 
     We enter into the season of Advent on
November 27th and kick off our Sunday
worship theme of "And the World is About
to Turn" based on (Pastor Janine's favorite)
hymn "Canticle of the Turning." On the
evening of November 27th at 5:30pm we
will meet with our siblings in Christ at First
Presbyterian Church for a meal and
evening prayer to start the season as a
community. Our Thursday worship services
will once again feature Holden Evening
Prayer. Join us each week of Advent as we
await the arrival of the Savior! 
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 9:00am

In person - Online Facebook
Thursday Worship - 7:00pm

In person only

Communion Services
First Sunday of the month - 9:00am

Third Thursday of the month - 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday - 8:00am - 5:00pm
Pastor
Rev. Janine Shearer
330-524-2552 or jshearer520@gmail.com
Parish Secretary
Maxine Eickhoff
Organist & Music Coordinator
Vanessa Kwiatkowski
Bell Choir Director
Bill Panning
Custodian
Terri Sedam
Altar Guild Chairman
Julie Callaway
Prayer Chair Co-ordinator
Phyllis Kloos (419-260-6582 or
phyllis_kloos@yahoo.com)

2022 Church Council
President - Jeff Mires
President-Elect - Karri Ashbaugh
Secretary - Joan Collier 
Treasurer - Julie Kohout
Doctrine & Worship Board
Laura Ellis-Kruse
Congregational Life
Andrea Van Gilder & Denise Etzler
Board of Education
Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes & Kara Behnfeldt
Properties Board
Kyle Borstelman &  Joe Knepley
Finance Board
Ron Wiechers & Kelli Burkhardt

Remember our members in nursing homes
and assisted living facilities in your prayers
and with cards, letters, but no visits at this
time:

Lutheran Home 
(1036 S. Perry St.,
Napoleon)

Karl Wiechers
Alpine Village
(1032 S. Perry St., Napoleon)

Esther Dennie
Oneta Wiechers

Glenn Park Assisted Living
(2429 William Diehl Ct,
Defiance, OH 43512)
Laurels of Defiance 
(1701 S. Jefferson Ave.
Defiance, OH 43512)
Van Crest Health Center
(600 E Joe E Brown Ave,
Holgate, OH 43527)

Evelyn Carlile
Orchards of Northcrest 
(240 Northcrest Drive,
Napoleon, OH 43545)

September 2022 Offerings
9/1/2022 through 9/30/2022

Building Fund      665.00
Flowers      120.00
General Fund 21,230.18
Good Samaritan Fund      375.00
Memorial      705.00
Outreach Ministry      224.49
Soul Food        40.00
Sunday School        30.00
Together We Can        20.00
Vanco Processing        23.75
World Hunger      140.00
   
TOTAL OFFERINGS 23,573.42

September 2022 Attendance
Worship - In-person - 572
On-line - estimated amount - 81 
Communed - 102
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