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Hi beloveds!
     Fall is probably my favorite time of year.
I love the smell of leaves, cool mornings, a
whole holiday dedicated to thankfulness,
and pumpkin everything! Part of what I love
most about fall is that I’m drawn back out
into nature because it’s finally cooler. I
know not all of you love fall as much as I do
(you know who you are!) but I hope you can
find a bit of joy in this season, too.
     It is perfectly appropriate that this
month’s prayer practice is a nature prayer.
There isn’t really a form or a pattern to the
prayer—just an awareness of God’s
presence in our midst when we’re in nature.
Whenever you’re outside, pay extra
attention to see where you notice God.
     One time at seminary I had gone to a
classmate’s apartment early in the morning
to study for a test. On my way back to my
apartment the air felt like it did on the
mornings my grandpa and I would wake up
before everyone else and walk on the
beach in Florida. Though it was nearly 20
years later and 10 years after my grandpa
died, I felt him there with me. I can't explain
it, but I know what I felt.
     It doesn’t have to be something big like
that. Have you felt a fresh breeze on your
face and smiled? Have you watched a
beautiful sunrise or sunset? Has your dog
jumped 10 feet in the air when a leaf

touched his nose? Mine has! All of these
things are opportunities to notice God in our
midst! In the time I was typing this, one of
you sent me a picture of nature being
beautiful.
     For me, when I step out into nature, I
remember that the world is bigger than
whatever I’m dealing with in the moment. I
remember that I am a part of creation—a
beloved, celebrated part—but I’m not the
center of all things. Being in nature helps
me put things in perspective.
     In the month of October, I invite you to
be present in nature. If it’s meaningful to
you, share pictures from the nature you’re
experiencing. Share with others what God
is up to in the great outdoors! You just
might be surprised by God in your midst!
     Peace,
     Pastor Janine

ORGANIST/MUSIC
COORDINATOR

     Thank you all for supporting our
musicians at Emanuel’s first ever classical
music recital! For those who were unable to
make it, the videos will be available to
access on our new and updated YouTube
channel. The recital was about 50 minutes
of beautiful and exhilarating music by

-1-



composers ranging from Handel to
Rachmaninoff. I am so pleased with all of
the performers and their hard work. This
was one of the very first performances for
some of the young piano students, so thank
you for supporting them on their musical
journeys. 
     The choir, brass ensemble, and bell
choir have been settling into their regular
rehearsals and I am excited to announce
that we have one new choir member and
one new bell choir member joining our
groups! We also have 5 young piano
students at Emanuel and it makes me
happy knowing that our musical ensembles
are growing and our young musicians are
becoming involved with church. 
     In addition to all this great news, our
musical presence is being recognized by
nearby churches! Our polka worship band
will be performing on October 16th at our
regular Sunday service and right afterwards
we will officially be going “on tour” to St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church in McClure! We
were sought out by Pastor Meg and asked
specifically to play for their service which is
so exciting! 
     As a young kid I would have never
envisioned myself being involved in so
many musical performances. I was a shy
and anxious kid so being in the spotlight
was the last thing I ever wanted. Despite
my wishes, I was often given solos in our
children’s choir and it sometimes left me
choking up and bailing right before church
started. There was one moment I will never
forget where we had to sing for a packed
church and when I looked out at the mass
of people, I actually ran off stage to where
my mom was seated! (I wish I could do the
same today sometimes ha!) The reason
why I am writing this is because I think it is
important to share how grateful I am for all
the talented and brave musicians who are
willing to play for church every week.
Everyone sets a wonderful example for the
young kids who admit to me that they are
too nervous to play in front of crowds. I was
once in their shoes and thought that every
adult had the natural confidence that I did
not have.... As time went on I discovered

that most of them were just as nervous as
me.
     I often wonder if my situation would
have been different if my parents pulled me
out of choir performances and piano
recitals. At the time I knew I enjoyed music
but hated performing so this would’ve been
the easiest way out! But luckily I stuck with
it all and learned how to become friends
with my nerves and view it as excitement
instead of fear. If everyone escaped from
their fears then nobody would be reading in
church or leading bible studies! Every
person is different so you have to treat
each one with care but I think it’s important
to be personable with the young ones and
let them know that we all still get nervous
even as adults. Very often my students only
see that I play in front of hundreds of
people each week but do not realize that it
took me a long way to get to where I am! I
think it’s important to experience those
traumatic moments where you make a
mistake in front of everyone but instead of
hiding forever afterwards I would
recommend putting yourself in the same
situation and trying again. Challenge
yourselves to try again this month and
never give up! 
     -Vanessa Kwiatkowski

Emanuel Lutheran Church

Council Meeting

August 8, 2022
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to
order by President Jeff Mires at 6:30pm.
Devotions:  Kara Behnfeldt led devotions
with an excerpt from New Morning Mercies,
A Daily Gospel Devotional by Paul David
Tripp with reference to Philippians 1:6. 
Volunteers to lead devotions are as follows: 
September – Pastor Janine, October -
__________________, November – Laura
Ellis-Kruse, December – Joan Collier.
Council Members in Attendance:  Jeff
Mires, Joan Collier, Julie Kohout, Joe
Knepley, Andrea Van Gilder, Kaitlin Rohrs-
Cordes, Kara Behnfeldt, Ron Wiechers,
Kelli Burkhardt.
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June Meeting Minutes – Joan Collier
(Recorded by Karri Ashbaugh in Joan’s
absence)
Minutes from the June 20, 2022 meeting
were emailed to be pre-read prior to the
meeting.  The minutes were corrected to
reflect the attendance of Kaitlin Rohrs-
Cordes at the June meeting. Kelli Burkhardt
moved to approve the minutes as
corrected; Joe Knepley seconded the
motion.  Motion carried.
Treasurer – Julie Kohout – The monthly
Income, Expense and Budget reports and
the financial (cash) balances along with the
2  Quarter reports were emailed prior tond

the meeting along with the giving
comparison report.  Julie also reported a
camp refund of $580 to be received.  Kara
Behnfeldt moved, Ron Wiechers seconded
the motion, to approve the financial reports
as presented.  Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Janine Shearer
– Due to Pastor’s attendance at ELCA
Churchwide Assembly in Columbus, Jeff
Mires reviewed  Pastor’s Report and it will
be discussed further at next month’s
meeting. Items presented for Council to
consider:  Safety Plan in the event of a
security threat and how to handle an
incident; possibly with input from local
police.  The back door does not latch tightly
at night.  Resignation of Mary Rohrbaugh
from Council has been received.  Kelli
Burkhardt moved, Joe Knepley seconded
the motion, to accept the resignation. 
Motion carried.
Property Board – Kyle Borstelman, Joe
Knepley – Joe reported they are still
working on the various projects.  Piano
tuning was approved for Vanessa.
Congregational Life Board – Andrea Van
Gilder, Denise Etzler – September caring
corner will observe Diaper Awareness
Month.
Education Board – Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes,
Kara Behnfeldt – All Sunday School
teachers are coming back and 5-6
substitutes are available.  Rally Day will be
held September 11.  Activities will include
inflatables, Soaring Arts for balloon

animals, ice cream machine, and corn hole.
Doctrine and Worship Board – Laura
Ellis Kruse – A Board vacancy exists due
to the resignation of Mary Rohrbaugh.
Finance Board – Ron Wiechers, Kelli
Burkhardt – “All good!”  Suggestion made
that another year, perhaps offering
envelopes not picked up could be delivered
by Council members.  September is budget
time; work copies will be distributed.
Old Business:  No old business was
brought forward.
New Business:  President Jeff Mires read
the following Mutual Relations Committee
Report as submitted by Lenny Sonnenberg,
Phyllis Kloos and Lisa Walker.
     “The Mutual Relations Committee
recently had staff members complete self
evaluations and also had the Doctrine and
Worship Board and the Pastor complete
evaluations of staff members.  All
evaluations were reviewed by our
Committee, each staff member, the
Doctrine and Worship Board and the
Pastor.  All of the evaluations were very
positive with no real concerning issues
expressed.   All staff members will be given
a copy of this report and a copy will be
placed in each staff member’s file along
with their evaluations.  We are blessed with
an excellent support staff at Emanuel.  The
Mutual Relations Committee feels that the
positive evaluations and the efforts put forth
throughout the year by the staff should be
taken into account during compensation
considerations in the budgeting process. 
Should you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to contact our
Committee.”
Adjournment – Motion was made by Julie
Kohout to adjourn the meeting, seconded
by Kara Behnfeldt.  Motion carried.  The
meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Joan Collier, Church Council
Secretary.
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Care and Share Fund
     Thank you! Thank you! Thank you for
your generosity to the Care and Share fund
through envelopes, paint your pet night, the
spaghetti dinner, classical music concert,
and in every other way you've given.
Together we have been able to raise just
over our $15,000 goal toward a new service
dog for Denise Etzler. Any money that is
left over will be placed in the Care and
Share fund for future needs within the
congregation. Thank you again for your
generosity and for living God's love into the
world boldly!

AXLE’S SPECIAL FRIEND

UPDATE
     I wanted to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who has been a part of raising
funds in order to give me the opportunity to
get another service dog. I have been totally
overwhelmed by the generosity shown by
all of you. You have made a difficult time
for Axle and I seem a little bit easier to
handle!
     Let me answer a few questions that
many of you have asked. Axle has officially
retired and can no longer wear anything
that identifies him as a service dog. He has
decided that he likes to sleep all day, get
lots more petting and belly rubs from
people he meets, and go for short walks.
He still enjoys coming to church on Sunday
mornings to “see all his friends”!
     I am waiting for that phone call that tells
me that I have a new dog! I went to Canine
Partners for Life (Lancaster, PA) in August
to meet and work with some dogs. There
were several possible dogs but none of
them were fully trained yet. When I get that
notice, I will go to PA to undergo a 3 week
training with the new dog.
     Axle was 2 years old before I was
partnered with him. He was trained to walk
beside me as I walk inside my house. I only
use my wheelchair when I leave the house.
Axle was trained to pick up items I drop,
help me maneuver steps, and jump in front
of me if I start to fall. He also alerts me to

blood pressure, heart, and migraine
headache problems. Axle was also trained
to help me navigate situations that might
cause me to experience a trigger for the
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder that I
struggle with.
     As you can see, the new dog has to
learn a great deal! Axle is still helping me
navigate some situations but is unable to
do many others. 
     Many people have enjoyed watching
Axle’s mischievous nature be seen. Since
he is no longer in working mode, he has
reverted to barking at times, whining, or not
listening as well as he used to. Larr and I
are working with Axle to “break” the bond
that Axle and I had in order to allow the
new dog to move into Axle’s place. I have
been told that this will make it easier for
Axle. He now spends most of the day with
Larr.
     I hope this answers many of the
questions that you have voiced. Please feel
free to ask me if you have more questions. I
look forward to taking this new journey with
my church family beside me!
     -Denise Etzler

OD Support/NAMI Book
Signing 

     We are thankful to partner with the
Overdose Support Group that Sue and
Scott Barnes lead each month. The group,
along with NAMI Four County, invites you to
a book signing evening October 3rd from
6:30-8pm at Emanuel on "The Monster
Among Us" by local writer Sue Gerken.
From the Amazon description, "The
Monster Among Us takes a candid look at
the harsh reality of the drug epidemic in the
U.S. Through a series of interviews with
recovering addicts, and loved ones of
users, Sue Gerken exposes the challenges
and frustrations of those affected by abuse,
while offering advice, wisdom and hope
from those who have lived through this
nightmare." All are welcome to participate. 
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Trunk or Treat
     Emanuel is partnering with St Paul UMC
and First Presbyterian Church to host a
trunk or treat on Saturday October 15th
from 3-5pm in the parking lot at Emanuel
Lutheran Church. We are looking for folks
who want to decorate their car trunks and
pass out candy. Contact Kara Behnfeldt if
you would like to host a trunk. We will also
accept candy and prize donations in the
office through October 12th. Plan to stop by
on that day for fellowship and fun!

Chicken and
Rib Barbecue

Mark your calendars
now. Together We Can
Make A Difference
Initiatives is sponsoring a
Chicken and Rib BBQ on
Monday, October 17 , from 11am to 5pm inth

the parking lot at Emanuel Lutheran
Church, 810 Scott Street in Napoleon
(please use the Scott Street entrance).
For $9, you may have either Chicken or
Ribs with a bag of chips, applesauce, and a
dinner roll or meat only for $7. Tickets may
be purchased ahead of time, but drive-
thru's are welcome. To reserve your
dinners, call Kelli Burkhardt at 419-579-
0199 or email togethernwoh@gmail.com or
stop by Together We Can Make A
Difference Initiatives, 722 North Perry
Street, during our hours - Monday,
Wednesday, Friday from 10 to noon,
Tuesday 3 to 5pm; Thursday from 5 to
7pm.
    Chicken and Ribs prepared by Port-A-Pit
BBQ from Edgerton, Ohio. This will be the
last for Port-A-Pit BBQ as they are retiring.
If you would like extra meat they do freeze
well.

Second & Fifth Grade
Bibles Presentation:
Sunday, October 23rd

     During our worship service on Sunday,
October 23rd, our second and fifth grade
Sunday School students will be presented
their Bibles. The second graders will
receive a Spark Bible and the fifth graders
will receive a Lutheran Study Bible. Both of
these are meant for the students to grow
into over the next few years!

CARING CORNER
     There have been a lot of diapers and
pull-ups donated in September for Together
We Can Make A Difference Initiative. We
will have a final count for the November
newsletter. All the items that were also
donated for the Lutheran World Relief kits
will be tallied for you in November. The kits
are being assembled by the confirmation
kids.
     For October, we are collecting for the
annual “Coats for Kids campaign. Is your
coat closet full? Have your children or
grandchildren (or maybe you??) outgrown
their coats? We are looking for good used
winter coats, scarves, hats, gloves and
mittens. The biggest need is always
children’s coats, and plus sizes are always
in demand. Simply bring them to church
with you and drop them off! 
     If you are aware of an opportunity for
Caring Corner to help with, please come to
us with your ideas!
     Andrea Van Gilder/Denise Etzler
     Congregational Life
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  Altar 

Flowers

October 2
From the Behnfeldt Family in honor of Kurt
Rohrs, Nate Cordes and all farmers for a
wonderful harvest
October 9
Terry Hershberger for all the October
birthdays
October 16
Ron & Donna Meyers
Dennis & Norma Ehlers in honor of their
wedding anniversary
October 23
Carey & Brenda Plummer
October 30
Maxine Eickhoff

To reserve altar flowers...   Sign up on the
flower chart in the narthex or call the church
office. Be careful when you sign up for flowers
so that it is clear which date you are reserving.
Our flowers are done by Ivy League Floral &
Design Studio on West Washington Street. 
The cost is $20.  Make checks payable to
Emanuel Lutheran Church.  If you have special
orders for your flowers (certain colors, a larger
arrangement, etc.), please contact Kori Ratliff
at Ivy League.  If your order is beyond the $20,
please pay the shop directly.
     Please put the used plastic containers in
which the altar flowers come in the church
office to be recycled.

(Flower vases.........please leave the white
ceramic vases on the altar.)

Just a reminder....  
When you have flowers on the altar, please
remember to take them home after the
worship service. If you have not picked
them up they will be removed on
Wednesday.

Minor Prophets Bible Study
     We gathered for our first of twelve Minor
Prophets Bible Studies on zoom and had a
great time learning about the book of
Hosea. This study will take us through May.
We will meet most non- Soul Food Café
Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30pm on zoom.
For more information, log in details, or any
other questions reach out to Pastor Janine.

Confirmation and

High School Youth
     We’re trying something new this year!
Typically on the first Sunday of the month
the confirmations students will gather for
Dinner Church. This year, we’re inviting our
High School students to participate as well!
High school students will meet 5-7 on
Dinner Church weeks and Confirmation
students will be here 6-8pm. We will cook,
eat, and clean up together but have
separate faith formation times for each
group.
     On Sunday mornings our Confirmation
students are focusing on the Old
Testament this year and looking at some of
the Bible’s Top 40 hits. We dabbled in
these last year when we made up tweets
for each of the stories. This year we will get
to dive a bit deeper! Please keep all of our
awesome young people in your prayers,
that they might know God’s love and share
it with everyone they encounter!

Open House for Warming

Prayer Vigil at St Paul UMC
     St Paul UMC is hosting a Warming
Prayer Vigil for folks experiencing
homelessness this winter. Interested in
learning more and seeing how you can
help? Stop by St Paul UMC (next to the
post office) from 1:30-3:30 on Sunday
October 2nd to tour the space, ask
questions, and see how you might be able
to participate!
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 9:00am

In person - Online Facebook
Thursday Worship - 7:00pm

In person only

Communion Services
First Sunday of the month - 9:00am

Third Thursday of the month - 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday - 8:00am - 5:00pm
Pastor
Rev. Janine Shearer
330-524-2552 or jshearer520@gmail.com
Parish Secretary
Maxine Eickhoff
Organist & Music Coordinator
Vanessa Kwiatkowski
Bell Choir Director
Bill Panning
Custodian
Terri Sedam
Altar Guild Chairman
Julie Callaway
Prayer Chair Co-ordinator
Phyllis Kloos (419-260-6582 or
phyllis_kloos@yahoo.com)

2022 Church Council
President - Jeff Mires
President-Elect - Karri Ashbaugh
Secretary - Joan Collier 
Treasurer - Julie Kohout
Doctrine & Worship Board
Laura Ellis-Kruse
Congregational Life
Andrea Van Gilder & Denise Etzler
Board of Education
Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes & Kara Behnfeldt
Properties Board
Kyle Borstelman &  Joe Knepley
Finance Board
Ron Wiechers & Kelli Burkhardt

Remember our members in nursing homes
and assisted living facilities in your prayers
and with cards and letters.
Lutheran Home 
(1036 S. Perry St.,
Napoleon)
        Karl Wiechers
Alpine Village
(1032 S. Perry St.,
Napoleon)
        Esther Dennie
        Oneta Wiechers
Glenn Park Assisted Living
(2429 William Diehl Ct,
Defiance, OH 43512)
Laurels of Defiance 
(1701 S. Jefferson Ave.
Defiance, OH 43512)
Van Crest Health Center
(600 E Joe E Brown Ave,
Holgate, OH 43527)
Orchards of Northcrest 
(240 Northcrest Drive,
Napoleon, OH 43545)

August 2022 Offerings
8/1/2022 through 8/31/2022

Building Fund      550.00
Care & Share      293.00
Flowers        95.00
From Savings   3,310.11
General Fund 13,470.00
Good Samaritan Fund      320.00
Lutheran World Relief        45.00
Music      100.00
Soul Food      275.00
Together We Can      100.00
Vanco Fees                                       -11.54
Vanco Offset Processing        11.25
World Hunger                                    145.00
TOTAL OFFERINGS 18,702.82

August 2022 Attendance
Worship - In-person - 374
On-line - estimated amount - 81
Communed - 97
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