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Hi Dear Ones!
Year of Healing Prayer Practices- We've
finally reached my absolute favorite prayer
practice—the prayer Labyrinth! Records of
labyrinths date back to ancient Greece and
beyond. Christians adopted labyrinths as a
contemplative body prayer tool. Most
labyrinths have only one way in and one
way out. As you enter, you are invited to let
go of all of the things that are distracting
you. I like to think of this phase as a brain
dump. I get it all out of my head. In the
center, you are invited to listen to what God
is saying to you in that moment. As you
exit, prepare to reenter the world around
you, refreshed and renewed by your time
apart. Spend as much time in each of these
phases as you want. If you are walking and
praying with others and you need to pass,
step off the path to the right and then step
back on once you’ve passed.
     Have you ever walked a labyrinth? If you
have and you love it like I do, check out
labyrinthlocator.com. There are 2 listed
within 25 miles of Napoleon and I know of
an additional one at Zion Lutheran in
Defiance. If walking on uneven surfaces
isn’t your thing, finger labyrinths are
amazing. Try tracing the one on page 7 of
this newsletter, following the same
guidance as above: empty, listen, fill. We
have some labyrinth stickers available to

you as well at both entrances.     
      The first time I fell in love with labyrinths
was during my time in Milwaukee. One of
the two churches I worked with had one in
the front yard. From then on, I’ve always
looked for labyrinths as a sort of comfort
and a little bit of home wherever I am. I
would love to share that with you. Get in
touch with me about your availability or fill
out the form on facebook to let me know
what days will work for you for a labyrinth
field trip!
Confirmation and High School Youth-
We're trying something new(ish) this year!
Our confirmation students have enjoyed
Dinner Church in the past, so we’re
expanding it to include our high school
students. High Schoolers are welcome to
come to Emanuel starting at 5pm for faith
formation and fun. At 6pm they will be
joined by the confirmation students and we
will cook and eat dinner together. High
school students will leave at 7pm, leaving
an hour for faith formation and fun for the
confirmation students. Our first Dinner
Church will be September 18th but they are
generally the first Sunday of the month.
Parents, look for food sign ups in your
email or contact me!
Zoom Bible Study- We will begin a study
on the Minor Prophets on zoom each 2nd
and 4th Wednesday at 5:30pm. Contact me
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or the office if you need the link again (it’s
the same one we’ve been using). Watch
the calendars for the dates of the study as
they shift sometimes depending on what
else is happening.
     As the cool crisp air returns, may you be
refreshed and renewed!
     Peace,
     Pastor Janine

ORGANIST/MUSIC

COORDINATOR

     º Interested in joining the brass
ensemble? Meet us in the sanctuary
every 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
month at 5:30pm. Still interested in
joining choir but missed the first day?
No worries! Join us on any Wednesday
at 7pm in the sanctuary. »
 
    Does anyone else feel like summer
passed by in the blink of an eye? Time is
flying by and as someone who constantly
plans ahead, I often forget to stop and
enjoy the present moment. Pastor Janine
regularly reminds us to slow down when
we’re reciting the Lord’s Prayer and I think
this should be applied to our daily lives as
well. 
     This summer my sister and I made an
adventurous hiking trip in Utah and we
hiked the mighty 5 national parks. We were
in awe of the majestic mountains and our
scenery looked quite literally like the
backdrop image for Vacation Bible School!
We made new memories and it seemed
like time slowed down even for just a little
while. Now that we’re back into the full
swing of all the activities, I’ve been thinking
a lot about how we can slow down time and
enjoy our experiences even more. 
     Very often we sing through our hymns
without realizing the words we are actually
singing. Do you ever wonder who wrote the
lyrics? Why the lyrics were composed?
Challenge yourself to start viewing the
hymn lyrics as little snippets from the Bible.
Since most of the lyrics are adaptations

from the Bible itself, you can study these
words to develop a deeper meaning of the
underlying message. From the musician’s
perspective, the musical sounds that
accompany the lyrics can greatly affect the
words. For example, our sending hymns
usually contain lyrics along the lines of
sending us off rejoicing, so the music is
usually more upbeat and livelier to help us
feel uplifted as we exit the service. 
     Composers all over the world create
music to imitate the emotions or actions of
the lyrics. This compositional technique is
called “text painting.” Just like you would
read a sentence and enunciate certain
words to bring out their importance, the
same thing happens with music. Certain
significant words are louder, at a higher
pitch, and articulated differently. Even in a
church hymn the more important words are
usually at the peak of a melody. If the lyrics
are dark or sad, the musical scale is usually
lowered to a minor key which creates a
solemn mood. You will tend to hear this
type of music more during the Lenten
season. On the other hand you will hear
many bright and uplifting pieces in major
keys during the big liturgical seasons like
Easter and Christmas.
     Perhaps this next week you will notice
that the hymn of the day portrays a
message that connects with the readings
for the week. If you’re ever interested in
learning more about any of these topics,
feel free to stop by my office and ask me a
question! If you’re interested in learning
more about text painting in music, start
studying the hymns or search for any
German “lieder” for the perfect example.
Text painting has been around for centuries
but 19th century German art songs for solo
voice and piano, also known as “lied”,
popularized text painting again. Prominent
composers of this time period were Franz
Schubert, Johannes Brahms, and Robert
Schumann. Have a wonderful and musical
month!
-Vanessa Kwiatkowski
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The Mutual Relations

Committee met 7/19/22
Attendees: Pastor Janine, Chelsey
Saneholtz, Lenny Sonnenberg, Phyllis
Kloos; Excused Lisa Walker. This
committee has decided to meet quarterly
unless a committee member or Pastor
requests an additional meeting.
Chelsey Saneholtz was welcomed to the
committee as a new member; Lisa will be
leaving the committee as one person ‘goes
off’ the committee annually in April and a
new person (Chelsey) is named by church
council per the church bylaws.
Pastor led us in devotions.
Staff evaluations were discussed and all
were positive experiences.
Pastor Janine discussed Confirmation
plans for the next year. A new Zoom Bible
Study will start this fall; “The Minor
Prophets”. A Safety Plan will be studied for
the church. Fundraising for the Care &
Share Fund currently designated for
Denise’s Assistance Dog is going well.
There will be a new gallery of art opening
on 8/3 in the elevator room by the Filling
Home Soaring Arts group.
Next meeting will be Monday October 10 at
4:15.
Pastor Janine closed the meeting with a
Blessing.
Respectfully submitted, Phyllis Kloos

Emanuel Lutheran Church

Council Meeting

June 20, 2022
Call to Order: The meeting was called to
order by President Jeff Mires at 6:30pm.
Devotions:  Jeff Mires led devotions titled
“Have a good day unless…”  The message
focused on making sure we pray
intentionally rather than mechanically, and
laying our fears and worries on God,
keeping our attitudes positive, and
remembering that each day is indeed a
miracle from God. Matthew 6:7 And when
you pray, do not use vain repetitions as
the heathen do. For they think that they

will be heard for their many words.
Philippians 4:6-7 Be anxious for nothing,
but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to
God; and the peace of God, which7 

surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.
Volunteers to lead devotions are as follows:
August – Kara Behnfeldt, September –
Pastor Janine, October – Mary Rohrbaugh,
November – Laura Ellis-Kruse, December –
Joan Collier.
Council Members in Attendance:  Jeff
Mires, Karri Ashbaugh, Julie Kohout, Pastor
Janine Shearer, Joe Knepley, Andrea Van
Gilder, Denise Etzler, Kelli Burkhardt, Mary
Rohrbaugh.
May Meeting Minutes – Presented by
Karri Ashbaugh – Minutes from the May
16, 2022 meeting were emailed to be pre-
read prior to the meeting.  Corrections to
the minutes are as follows:  *Church doors
will automatically unlock at 7:00am and
close at 8:00pm daily.  *A camp scholarship
was awarded to one camper, however, that
child was wait listed, and did not get to
attend. Joe Knepley moved, and Denise
Etzler seconded the motion to approve the
corrected minutes.  Motion carried.
Treasurer – Julie Kohout – Income,
Expense and Budget reports along with
financial (cash) balances were emailed
prior to the meeting along with the giving
comparison report.  Julie also reported that
May giving had increased, but there were 5
Sundays in May, so this was expected. Kelli
Burkhardt moved, Mary Rohrbaugh
seconded the motion to approve the
financial reports as presented.  Motion
carried. 
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Janine Shearer
– Here are a few highlights from Pastor’s
report May 16 – June 20, 2022.  Awesome
worship opportunities including Pentecost
Polka Worship, Bell Dedication, and
Vacation Bible School.  10 Blocks of work –
new goal from the Synod Assembly –
brings to awareness how much she is
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working, so as not to overwork herself.
Thursday’s communion service will be held
July 28  instead of July 21 .  Communionth st

in October will be moved to the second
week of October instead of the first.  July
3  Service (Hymn Sing) will focus onrd

hearing from voices we don’t normally hear
from:  LGBTQIA, Veterans, Native
Americans, and Immigrants.  Trinity
Lutheran in Convoy, OH, has generously
gifted 90 cranberry ELW Hymnals to our
congregation.  There are 30 more being
gifted from the Toledo area.  These will be
used alongside both hymnals we are using
now.  (LBW and WOV)
Property Board – Kyle Borstelman, Joe
Knepley – It was brought to Council’s
attention that there were issues with Knox
Textile company with cleaning the rugs. 
They had dropped off the bill, but very little
cleaning was completed.  Council is in favor
of terminating that service and looking into
purchasing rugs that we can maintain
ourselves.  The hole in the concrete at the
back boor will be fixed, to eliminate that trip
hazard.  3 Cord quoted the 30 x 50 LED
church sign at $16,500.  Properties board
will be looking into other companies for
quotes.  The cross mural needs to be hung
somewhere in the Sanctuary.  Banner racks
have been completed, banners are
organized in liturgical order and separated
by other special events.
Congregational Life Board – Andrea Van
Gilder, Denise Etzler – Caring Corner for
May and June was to refill area food
pantries.  Caring Corner for July and
August will help Lutheran World relief.  List
of items will be printed in bulletins.  Coffee
hour has outgrown the overflow/adult
Sunday School area, so has been moved to
the basement.
Education Board – Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes,
Kara Behnfeldt – VBS was held June 5-9 . th

There were approximately 35 kids in
attendance each night, with a total of 40 –
45 registered.  Numbers were a bit lower
than expected due to some other churches
having their Bible Schools the same time. 
VBS Offering totaled $196.  Money was
donated to World Visions in order to give

school supplies to Native American children
in need.  A discussion was held regarding
leftover t-shirts from VBS totaling $415.14. 
Council decided to donate the t-shirts to
another church who is holding the same
VBS program.  Mary Rohrbaugh moved,
Denise Etzler seconded.  Motion carried. 
Rally Day will be held September 11,
featuring inflatables, ice cream social, and
a spaghetti lunch and concert for Denise’s
Service Dog Fundraiser.  All lead teachers
will be coming back in the fall for Sunday
School.  Looking into some sort of
attendance incentive program for students.
Doctrine and Worship Board – Laura
Ellis-Kruse, Mary Rohrbaugh – All going
smoothly, volunteers lined up as necessary.
Finance Board – Ron Wiechers, Kelli
Burkhardt – All good!
Old Business – No old business was
brought before Council.
New Business – No new business was
brought before Council.
Adjournment – Denise Etzler moved, Joe
Knepley seconded the motion to adjourn
the meeting.  Motion carried.  The meeting
was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
There will be no meeting in July.  The
August meeting will be moved up a week
to August 8 due to the Henry County
Fair.

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS JUST

AROUND THE CORNER: 
Rally Day will be held on Sunday,
September 11 , following the churchth

service. Kids of ALL ages are welcome to
join us for bounce houses, ice cream, and
fun activities! During worship, the Sunday
School Teacher Installation and Blessing
of the Backpacks will both take place.
Children are welcome to bring their school
backpacks to the service to be blessed by
Pastor Janine!
Sunday School will officially start on
Sunday, September 18th, at 10:00AM.
Thank you to all of our volunteers that will
be working with our youth this year! It will
be another GREAT year!
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Membership News
Beloved who has died:
     Please remember in your prayers the
family of this member of our Emanuel
family who entered into the Church
triumphant:
     Bernard "Pete" Miller died on July 7.

Birth:
Congratulations and God's blessings to:
     Mackenzie & Derek Vocke on the birth
of Ruth Collins on Saturday, August 13.
Proud Grandma Mary Eickhoff and Great
Grandma Ruth Eickhoff.

CARING CORNER
     For September, we are collecting size 5
diapers and all sizes of pull-ups to be
distributed at “Together We Can Make A
Difference Initiatives” in recognition of
Diaper Need Awareness Week.

Diaper Need Awareness Week -
September 24-October 2, 2022

     Diaper Need Awareness Week is an
initiative created by the National Diaper
Bank Network to bring national attention
and mobilize efforts to end diaper need, a
hidden consequence of poverty. Diaper
need is defined as the lack of a sufficient
supply of diapers to keep a baby or toddler
clean, dry, and healthy. 
     Disposable diapers can cost $70-$80
per month per baby. Low-income parents
are also not likely to have access to
adequate laundry facilities meaning cloth
diapers are not really an option for them.
Help make a difference in the lives of the
nearly 5.2 million babies in the U.S. aged
three or younger who live in poor or low-
income families.
     Do you have an open package of
diapers or pull-ups that you no longer
need? Maybe your child or grandchild has
recently made the transition to “big kid
pants”? Together We Can Make A
Difference Initiative can also use these!
     Andrea Van Gilder/Denise Etzler
     Congregational Life

Altar Flowers

September 4
Shirley Walker
September 11
Brian & Dea Plummer in honor of their 15th

wedding anniversary
Bill & Sharon Panning in honor of their 40th

wedding anniversary
Mary Wesche in memory of Donnie Daman
September 18
Lee & Sandi Weirauch in honor of their 55th

wedding anniversary
Terry Hershberger in memory of Jim &
Arlene's wedding anniversary & in honor of
Gabe & Samantha's 2  weddingnd

anniversary
September 25
Nathan & Kaitlin Cordes in honor of their
wedding anniversary

To reserve altar flowers...   Sign up on the
flower chart in the narthex or call the church
office. Be careful when you sign up for flowers
so that it is clear which date you are reserving.
Our flowers are done by Ivy League Floral &
Design Studio on West Washington Street. 
The cost is $20.  Make checks payable to
Emanuel Lutheran Church.  If you have special
orders for your flowers (certain colors, a larger
arrangement, etc.), please contact Kori Ratliff
at Ivy League.  If your order is beyond the $20,
please pay the shop directly.
     Please put the used plastic containers in
which the altar flowers come in the church
office to be recycled.

(Flower vases.........please leave the white
ceramic vases on the altar.)

Just a reminder....  
When you have flowers on the altar, please
remember to take them home after the
worship service. If you have not picked
them up they will be removed on
Wednesday.
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June 2022 Offerings
6/1/2022 through 6/30/2022

Building Fund     525.00
Care & Share  8,966.94
Caring Corner       20.00
Flowers        45.00
From Savings     361.48
General Fund           17,429.94
Good Samaritan Fund     330.00
Soul Food       40.00
Sunday School     196.00
Thrivent Choice       61.00
Together We Can       20.00
Vanco Fees      -11.54
Vanco Processing       11.25
World Hunger     175.00
TOTAL OFFERINGS           28,170.07

June 2022 Attendance
Worship - In-person - 475
On-line - estimated amount - 93   
Communed - 115

July 2022 Offerings
7/1/2022 through 7/31/2022

Building Fund     640.00
Care & Share  4,412.00
Caring Corner       20.00
Endowment Fund       50.00
Flowers       85.00
From Savings                140.00
General Fund           18,651.00
Good Samaritan Fund     335.00
Memorial     250.00
Soul Food       60.00
Sunday School - VBS     730.48
Together We Can     145.00
Vanco Fees      -11.54
Vanco Processing       11.25
World Hunger     155.00
TOTAL OFFERINGS           25,673.19

July 2022 Attendance
Worship - In-person - 389
On-line - estimated amount - 102   
Communed - 94

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 9:00am

In person - Online Facebook
Thursday Worship - 7:00pm

In person only

Communion Services
First Sunday of the month - 9:00am
In person or 10:15-11am Drive thru

Third Thursday of the month - 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday - 8:00am - 5:00pm

Pastor
Rev. Janine Shearer
330-524-2552 or jshearer520@gmail.com
Parish Secretary
Maxine Eickhoff
Organist & Music Coordinator
Vanessa Kwiatkowski
Bell Choir Director
Bill Panning
Custodian
Terri Sedam
Altar Guild Chairman
Julie Callaway
Prayer Chair Co-ordinator
Phyllis Kloos (419-260-6582 or
phyllis_kloos@yahoo.com)

2022 Church Council
President - Jeff Mires
President-Elect - Karri Ashbaugh
Secretary - Joan Collier 
Treasurer - Julie Kohout
Doctrine & Worship Board
Laura Ellis-Kruse
Congregational Life
Andrea Van Gilder & Denise Etzler
Board of Education
Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes & Kara Behnfeldt
Properties Board
Kyle Borstelman &  Joe Knepley
Finance Board
Ron Wiechers & Kelli Burkhardt
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Remember our members in nursing homes and assisted living facilities in your prayers and
with cards and letters.

Lutheran Home  (1036 S. Perry St., Napoleon)
        Ed Panning
        Karl Wiechers
Alpine Village  (1032 S. Perry St., Napoleon)
        Esther Dennie
        Oneta Wiechers
Glenn Park Assisted Living  (2429 William Diehl Ct., Defiance, OH 43512)
Laurels of Defiance  (1701 S. Jefferson Ave., Defiance, OH 43512)
Van Crest Health Center  (600 E Joe E Brown Ave., Holgate, OH 43527)
Orchards of Northcrest  (240 Northcrest Drive, Napoleon, OH 43545)
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