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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Emanuel's mission is to witness to the good news of salvation
through Christ to individuals, the community and the world through discipleship and service.

Hi Dear Ones!
     Year of Healing Prayer Practices- Since we have a combined July and August
Newsletter, you get two prayer practices for one this month! In July we will engage in
journaling prayers and in August we will engage in body prayers. Both of these move us from
stillness and require a bit of active participation.
     First, let’s explore journaling. It seems to be something you either like or dislike. I am
usually in the latter category, not because I don’t enjoy journaling, but because I put a lot of
“shoulds” with it. With journaling I have a hard time not feeling guilty for not journaling. I invite
you (and me) in this month to let go of any expectations and give it a try. The journaling
template I will use is to draw a line in the middle of the paper and record my thoughts on one
side and what I’m hearing from God on the other side. Like with some of the other prayer
practices, you are welcome to set a timer as a guide. Journaling doesn’t have to be only
words, either. It can be doodles, pictures, or anything else!
     Embodied prayers help us put our prayers in action. The simplest body prayer is a square
breath prayer. Breathe in for 4 counts, hold for 4 counts, breathe out for 4 counts and hold for
4 counts. Do this over and over until you reset the rhythm of your breathing. Notice God in
your midst. Some other options for body prayers are stretching, yoga, dance, or anything else
that gets you moving and praying at the same time!
     Use the rest of summer to explore journaling and body prayer practices and continue to
explore what practice might fit best for you!
     Red ELW Hymnals- Thanks to the generosity of the people of Trinity Lutheran Church in
Convoy, OH (my former congregation) we have been gifted 90 Evangelical Lutheran Worship
(ELW) hymnals. As you may know, Trinity’s last worship service was the Sunday following
Christmas and they are selling the building to be used as a preschool. When I was asked if we
might want the hymnals, I checked with Vanessa and she agreed that they would be a great
addition to our collection. It won’t replace the Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW) or With One
Voice (WOV) but will be used alongside each like it is now. We already sing hymns from the
ELW, so it will be nice to have them physically in front of us. I love the ways that Trinity has
been able to live into the resurrection and give new life to things and spaces after what
seemed to be the end for them. It is an honor to be included as a small part of Trinity’s legacy.
I know there are many and varied opinions about this hymnal, but I hope that it will grow
comfortable in your hands and hearts over time like it did mine.

-1-



     Care and Share Fund- As you know we are currently raising money for a new service dog
for Denise. THANK YOU for your generosity! We are half way to the goal in under a month
and have several fundraisers coming up (including Paint your Pet on July 19). Last month,
Council decided to create a separate “Care and Share Fund” that will remain active beyond
this specific fundraiser. It will be used for anyone in our worshipping community who needs
financial support for medical expenses, job loss, disaster, or anything else.
     Stay cool this summer, dear ones, and dwell in the abundant grace of God!
     Peace, Pastor Janine

ORGANIST/MUSIC COORDINATOR
     In the past couple of months, Emanuel has been bustling with new musical events! It was
so special to have our first ever polka worship and I wanted to thank you all for joining in on
the fun service. When I first started working at Emanuel, many people informed me that
Napoleon used to be full of polka bands playing every weekend. Everyone used to dance to
polka music and some couples from our congregation even met at these dances. When a
member from our brass ensemble mentioned that they’ve always wanted to play in a polka
band, I thought it’d be really fun to try for a change! We had the perfect ensemble of a
trumpet, euphonium, saxophone, bass, and accordion. I searched for a way to tie this into
worship and was surprised to find that many Lutheran churches had services with polka music
in them! When I first brought this idea up to Pastor Janine I thought she would be appalled,
but instead she was excitingly on board! 
     The choir and ensemble had so much fun rehearsing the new music. Some of us were
learning new instruments while others were dusting off their old ones. We performed for both
the Thursday evening and Sunday morning worship services and I received many beautiful
comments. For some, the music stirred up fond memories while others simply had a really fun
time during worship. When you think of “polka music”, the last thing that comes to mind is
“church”. But something that I regularly think about is when Martin Luther tried to spread the
Word and engage more people, he would regularly incorporate the message into music that
was well known. The music included popular Christmas carols and even melodies that were
sung in pubs! Supposedly “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” became a famous song because it
was sung to a tavern melody at first.
     In addition to some older traditions of music, we introduced a new hymn of praise every
month this summer and it was a success! These hymns were from our newest purple hymnal,
All Creation Sings. I wanted to give a big thanks to our special guest singers who helped lead
the new hymns. We were so grateful to have BGSU alums share their musical talent with us
during our services. Unlike speaking the psalm, singing the psalm brought the words to life
with an entirely new meaning. The same way our parents used to comfort us with songs, we
were being comforted with the Word through song. If you enjoyed singing the psalms you
might enjoy singing for choir as well! Consider joining choir this year and sharing your gift with
us. Choir starts back up on Wednesday, August 24th at 7pm and I hope to see you
there!

Bottled Water 
The bottled water in the little refrigerator in the overflow and in the basement kitchen in the
refrigerator and in the furnace room is available to anyone or any event at Emanuel. No need
to save it so go ahead and use it! (It would be nice if you see the refrigerators and getting low
for you to replace the water with what is in the furnace room.)
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Emanuel Lutheran Church Council Meeting - May 16, 2022
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Jeff Mires at 6:30pm.
Devotions:  Kyle Borstelman led devotions and prayer referencing several Bible passages
from Proverbs, Psalms, and Philippians stressing slowing down, contentment , being happy
where we are.  Volunteers to lead devotions are as follows:  June – Jeff Mires, August – Kara
Behnfeldt, September – Pastor Janine, October – Mary Rohrbaugh, November – Laura Ellis-
Kruse, December – Joan Collier.
Council Members in Attendance:  Jeff Mires, Karri Ashbaugh, Joan Collier, Julie Kohout,
Pastor Janine Shearer, Kyle Borstelman, Andrea Van Gilder, Denise Etzler, Ron Wiechers,
Kelli Burkhardt, Laura Ellis-Kruse, Mary Rohrbaugh.
April Meeting Minutes – Joan Collier – Minutes from the April 25, 2022 meeting were
emailed to be pre-read prior to the meeting.  Denise Etzler moved, Laura Ellis-Kruse seconded
the motion, to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried.
Treasurer – Julie Kohout – Income, Expense and Budget reports along with financial (cash)
balances were emailed prior to the meeting along with the giving comparison report.  Julie also
reported that $1,611 was received in Lenten offerings to be distributed as designated.  Kelli
Burkhardt moved, Kyle Borstelman seconded the motion, to approve the financial reports as
presented.  Motion carried. 
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Janine Shearer – Discussion on hours for automatic door
unlocking:  The doors automatically unlock at 7am and lock at 8pm.  Prayer Practice for June
will be Creative Prayer.   Take the things we do and see what God might be saying to us in the
midst of it.  Dedication of the Bells will be held on Sunday, May 22 .  Graduation Sunday willnd

be held on May 29 .  Pentecost Polka worship will be held on June 5 .th th

Property Board – Kyle Borstelman, Joe Knepley – Banner racks have been received. 
Salvation Army will be contacted to see if they would take the old racks.  Question was raised
as to the fuse box location near a water line.  We will see what inspection may determine. 
Different companies are being checked into for church security cameras.  Spring clean-up will
be held Saturday, June 4, 9:00am.  Mulch will be delivered prior to clean-up date. Kelli and
Julie will plant flowers on the Friday before.  Lights for our church sign will be looked into.  The
back door step will be painted to make individuals aware of the step down.
Congregational Life Board – Andrea Van Gilder, Denise Etzler – Soul Food Café will begin
May 18 .  Graduation brunch will be held May 29 .  Kitchen help is needed.  Soaring Artsth th

Gallery Open House will be held June 2  from 5:30–7:00pm. featuring the theme, Noah’s Ark. nd

Council will sponsor the first summer coffee hour on June 5 .th

Education Board – Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes, Kara Behnfeldt – The last day of Sunday School
for the season will be held May 22  with activities for the classes and a pizza party.  Sundaynd

School teacher appreciation gifts will be presented on May 22 .  Work has begun on Sundaynd

School staffing for next year.  May 29  will be a potluck brunch held in recognition of theth

graduates with a special cake.  Vacation Bible School will be held at Emanuel June 5  – 9 .th th

Registration forms are out. Evening meals will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday and
Wednesday.  The closing will be held at 7:00pm on Thursday.  A 4  grader is on a wait list forth

the Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Camp. We have awarded a Scholarship.
Doctrine and Worship Board – Laura Ellis-Kruse, Mary Rohrbaugh – June 5  will be theth

Pentecost Polka worship.  Drive-through communion is discontinued through the summer.
Finance Board – Ron Wiechers, Kelli Burkhardt – Thumbs up!  All is good!  Special thank
you to Julie!
Old Business – No old business was brought before the Council.
New Business – Kelli Burkhardt moved to name Chelsea Saneholtz as a new member for the
Mutual Relations Committee for a three-year term effective July 1, 2022, Joan Collier
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seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Discussion was held on possible fund raisers to assist
Denise Etzler in obtaining a replacement for Axle who is being retired as an assist dog due to
health issues.  Several projects were discussed and we will proceed.
Adjournment – Julie Kohout moved, Kyle Borstelman seconded the motion, to adjourn the
meeting.  Motion carried.  The meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Joan Collier, Church Council Secretary.

Membership News
New Members:
Welcome to Louis & Mary Lou Streicher who transferred to Emanuel from Hope Lutheran
Church in Hamler, Ohio.

   Thank you very much for your gift to our agency. Emanuel has been
   a blessing to Filling Homes for over 60 years and we couldn't
   continue without your support!

-Jean Cohrs

CARING CORNER
     May Caring Corner: Food pantries received: 43 Macaroni & Cheese, 11 Pop-tarts/Granola
Bars, 8 Spaghetti O's, 16 Pudding/Jell-o Cups,  9 Canned Meat, 11 Vegetables/Fruit, 2 Pasta,
11 Peanut Butter/Jelly, 14 Spaghetti Sauce.
     July/August Caring Corner will feature Lutheran World Relief.  On the Caring Corner table
there are instructions for the different LWR kits. We will be collecting items for personal care
kits, fabric kits and school supply kits. You may also donate money to cover shipping costs. If
you have questions, please contact Andrea Van Gilder or Denise Etzler.

THANK YOU VBS VOLUNTEERS!
The Education Board would like to thank ALL from Emanuel who volunteered their time, effort,
and energy to our MONUMENTAL Community Vacation Bible School this year! Our church
partnered with three area churches including Crossroads Church Napoleon, First Presbyterian,
and St. Paul United Methodist to put on another OUTSTANDING VBS!  Overall, we had over
40 children attend VBS and raised $196.00 in offering to give to Operation Kid-to-Kid™. With
this offering, each $1.00 will help supply a child with the school tools needed for a whole
school year. 
Many hands make light work and without volunteers, it would be impossible to have hosted
such a successful community bible school at our church. A special thank you goes to Laura
Ellis-Kruse for her continued leadership and guidance in this annual event year after year. We
would also like to recognize the rest of our 2022 Emanuel VBS volunteer staff, which included:
Jo Brubaker, Kim Dickmann, Mary Rohrbaugh, Julie Callaway, Julie Kohout, Gayla Yaney,
Joshua Jenny, Krista Amstutz, Andrea Van Gilder, Denise Etzler, Abbie Rohrs, Lucas Rohrs,
Barb Hoffman, Phyllis Kloos, Pastor Janine, our Catechism Youth, Kara Behnfeldt, and Kaitlin
Rohrs-Cordes. In addition, we would like to thank our Soul Food crew for providing our VBS
youth and their families with dinner and an ice cream social! 

It was indeed a MONUMENTAL week!
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Altar
Flowers

July 3 - Alexandria Biederstedt & Ethan
Jones in honor of their wedding
July 10 - The Biederstedt family in memory
of Jeanne Gebers
             - Tom & Beth Jenny in honor of
their 51  wedding anniversaryst

July 17 - Rupert & Rita Schweinhagen 61st

wedding anniversary
July 24 - Brian & Dea Plummer in honor of
their children
July 31 - Maxine Eickhoff

August 7 - The family of Karen Rohrs in
honor of her birthday
August 14 - Rupert Schweinhagen's family
in honor of his birthday
August 21 - Douglas & Judy Hoffman
August 28 - Joan & Don Collier in honor of
their 60  wedding anniversaryth

OPEN DATES: October 2, 9, 30

To reserve altar flowers...   Sign up on the
flower chart in the narthex or call the church
office. Be careful when you sign up for flowers
so that it is clear which date you are reserving.
Our flowers are done by Ivy League Floral &
Design Studio on West Washington Street. 
The cost is $20.  Make checks payable to
Emanuel Lutheran Church.  If you have special
orders for your flowers (certain colors, a larger
arrangement, etc.), please contact Kori Ratliff
at Ivy League.  If your order is beyond the $20,
please pay the shop directly.
     Please put the used plastic containers in
which the altar flowers come in the church
office to be recycled.

(Flower vases.........please leave the white
ceramic vases on the altar.)

Just a reminder....  
When you have flowers on the altar, please
remember to take them home after the
worship service. If you have not picked
them up they will be removed on
Wednesday.

Blood Drive Report 
The goal for the blood drive at Emanuel
Lutheran was 35. We collected 30 units.
We had some no shows but very few
deferrals. The chicken dinner drive through
is always a great partnership to help bring
the donors out. From the 30 units we
collected we were able to help save 90
lives. Thank you all that donated blood,
your time to help with the canteen and
escort the donors and deliver food to the
donors, and the delicious food! Many hands
help make this a fun and successful
outreach for Emanuel! Looking forward to
2023!

May 2022 Offerings
5/1/2022 through 5/31/2022

Angel Tree        20.00
Bell Choir        30.00
Building Fund   1,065.00
Caring Corner        20.00
Endowment Fund      100.00
Flowers         80.00
General Fund 19,856.00
Good Samaritan Fund      956.00
Memorial      200.00
Music      590.00
Outreach Ministry   2,000.00
Soul Food        50.00
Sunday School        40.00
Together We Can        20.00
Vanco Fees -11.54
Vanco Processing        11.25
World Hunger      140.00
TOTAL OFFERINGS 25,166.71

May 2022 Attendance
Worship - In-person - 544
On-line - estimated amount - 95
Communed - 117

We are so thankful to have Terri Sedam as
our Custodian. In just the month she's been
employed with us she's cleaned and
organized so much. We are thankful to
have her as part of the team! 
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 9:00am

In person - Online Facebook & Zoom
Thursday Worship - 7:00pm

In person only

Communion Services
First Sunday of the month - 9:00am
In person or 10:15-11am Drive thru

Third Thursday of the month - 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday - 8:00am - 5:00pm
Pastor
Rev. Janine Shearer
330-524-2552 or jshearer520@gmail.com
Parish Secretary
Maxine Eickhoff
Organist & Music Coordinator
Vanessa Kwiatkowski
Bell Choir Director
Bill Panning
Custodian
Terri Sedam
Altar Guild Chairman
Julie Callaway
Prayer Chair Co-ordinator
Phyllis Kloos (419-260-6582 or
phyllis_kloos@yahoo.com)

2022 Church Council
President - Jeff Mires
President-Elect - Karri Ashbaugh
Secretary - Joan Collier 
Treasurer - Julie Kohout
Doctrine & Worship Board
Laura Ellis-Kruse & Mary Rohrbaugh
Congregational Life
Andrea Van Gilder & Denise Etzler
Board of Education
Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes & Kara Behnfeldt
Properties Board
Kyle Borstelman &  Joe Knepley
Finance Board
Ron Wiechers & Kelli Burkhardt

Remember our members in nursing homes
and assisted living facilities in your prayers
and with cards and
letters.
Lutheran Home
(1036 S. Perry St.,
Napoleon)
        Ed Panning
        Karl Wiechers
Alpine Village
(1032 S. Perry St., Napoleon)
    Esther Dennie
    Oneta Wiechers
Glenn Park Assisted Living
(2429 William Diehl Ct,
Defiance, OH 43512)
Laurels of Defiance 
(1701 S. Jefferson Ave.
Defiance, OH 43512)
Van Crest Health Center
(600 E Joe E Brown Ave,
Holgate, OH 43527)
Orchards of Northcrest 
(240 Northcrest Drive,
Napoleon, OH 43545)

Christmas (Planning) in July will
start at 2:30pm on July 13th. We will talk
about themes, special music, the children's
program, a cantata, and anything else.
You're welcome to join us (Christmas outfits
welcomed) or get in touch with Pastor
Janine, Vanessa, or a member of Worship
and Doctrine to share any ideas ahead of
time.

It's Christmas in July, so let's go
caroling!    We were few but mighty in
the frigid days of December, so let's enjoy
the summer sun on Sunday, July 24. We
will gather at 4pm at the church, and we'll
spread joy to the world and perhaps top it
off with a stop at Frosty Boy. Please note:
for this to happen, we need to have at least
10 people, so please let Carol Castello
(cjcast@yahoo.com or 419-592-0847) know
that you plan to come(yes, it's one of her
scathingly brilliant ideas!).
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