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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Emanuel's mission is to witness to the good news of salvation
through Christ to individuals, the community and the world through discipleship and service.

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
     Our prayer practice for the month of May is the Examen Prayer. It’s sort of like the 3 good
things I share each day, or a longer version of highs and lows. It’s an opportunity to see where
God has been moving in and through your day and how you’re feeling.
     As with all these prayer practices, there is no wrong way to do them. Here are St.
Ignesious’ steps for Examen: 1. Become aware of God’s presence. 2. Review the day with
gratitude. 3. Pay attention to your emotions. 4. Choose one feature of the day and pray from it.
5. Look toward tomorrow. (From www.ignatianspirituality.com)
     I wonder if this will be one of the easier prayer practices of the year since we usually do this
to some degree already. We generally talk to folks about how our day or week has gone. Now
we just pay special attention to how God is moving in the midst of it!
     Here’s my examen for yesterday: 1. I’m in God’s presence 2. Good conversations with
colleagues and abundant grace, delicious coffee, wrestling with complicated emotions, down
time to watch TV, puppy snuggles. 3. Tired, joy in the midst of it, solidarity with others. 4.
Hearing grace from a colleague and trying to extend that to myself. 5. Try to give myself the
grace my colleague gave me.
     Give the examen prayer a try this month and see what you notice from day to day and
week to week!

\ \ \ \ \ \
     Other things: Thank you to everyone who made Lent, Holy Week, and Easter so
meaningful. It was so good to have the opportunity to be in person this season for the first time
in 3 years!
     There has been some confusion about my open office hours. From 1:30-3:30pm on
Wednesdays I will either be at the Pocket Park or Country Gourmet. The only time that will
change is if something big comes up. You are welcome to stop in and see me during these
times. I’m in the office Monday-Thursday but my schedule varies from week to week
depending on what’s going on. The best way to make sure you can see me is to schedule a
time with me. My email address and phone number are at the top of each bulletin. If you want
me to visit you at home, I’m happy to do that as well! Just let me or the office know and we will
schedule a time. You’re welcome to stop by anytime, but I can’t guarantee that I will be free
when you do. It breaks my extrovert heart a bit when you’re here and I don’t get to say hi!
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     Finally, congratulations to Taryn, Leah, Kayla, and Jackson on their confirmation! These
young adults are awesome. Their confirmation experience has been anything but typical and
they’ve excelled. They are kind, caring, thoughtful, and a little bit silly, too! Thank you to the
four of you for showing up, sharing your faith, and living God’s love into the world boldly!
     Love each other well beloveds,
     Pastor Janine

ORGANIST/MUSIC COORDINATOR
Christ is Risen! Alleluia! 
     During this joyful Eastertide season we celebrate new life and sing glorious hymns! This
was my first Easter at Emanuel and even though I was a busy bee I loved being able to make
wonderful music with you all. Holy Week can be a stressful time for musicians (and pastors,
secretaries, and volunteers) but it is also one of the most rewarding times during the liturgical
year! As soon as Easter ended my mind was buzzing with new ideas for the following year.
Sometimes I need all the energy to get through Holy Week and one of the things that powers
me through the busy times is listening to more music. I don’t think many people can say that
they prepare for a long week by listening to more work related stuff, but luckily I can! There is
something so nice about putting on a pair of headphones and listening to not only my favorite
music but also new music as well.
     What kind of music makes you feel energized? For some it is their childhood hits or a new
song they just discovered… Personally I enjoy going through phases where I cycle through
various playlists and rediscover some weird and quirky music which should’ve been stored
away a long time ago. Right now my most energizing music has been late 90’s-2000’s punk
rock music, but a few weeks ago it was some light jazz music (I really listen to all types of
genres!). My favorite part about hearing an old favorite is when it hits me with all the nostalgia! 
     I truly believe there are two ways to listen to music: #1 is to slip away from reality a bit while
mindlessly enjoying the music being produced. Perhaps you are singing along or tapping your
foot along to the beat, but you are focused on another task while absorbing the music. #2 is a
more conscious and sensitive approach to listening to music. This is when you are able to
focus solely on the music and pick up on the little details. Perhaps you are trying to identify the
instruments being used. You might ask yourself why these instruments are being used and
what kind of mood the music is trying to portray? Neither version is “the right way” to listen to
music, but perhaps you find yourself in one category and would like to explore the other. 
     I’m not sure how I ended up as a classical musician because I never used to listen to large
amounts of classical music growing up. Even though I hardly ever listened to it actively, I could
usually hear classical music around the house or in the car thanks to my dad playing it on the
radio. (Fun fact: I used to hate hearing organ music played on the radio. I never understood
why anyone would ever want to listen to a noisy, screeching-sounding instrument! This was
way before I ended up playing one in person and realized that it sounded ten times better in
person than it did on a car radio.) I don’t think I ever actively listened to classical music until
years later partly because I did not know what to listen for in music. Sometimes classical
music can sound “pretty” but it can be unmemorable at times if there are no lyrics to sing to, or
no melody to hum along with… 
     If you find yourself agreeing to this statement or if you are snoozing at classical concerts, I
would recommend reading the book called What to Listen for in Music by one of America’s
best music composers, Aaron Copland. This book outlines what it’s like to view music as you
would a piece of art. With some practice you might be able to listen to a new piece on the
classical radio and identify which time period it might be from based on the instruments used,
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or which composer it might be based on similar musical patterns from other pieces… In my
opinion it becomes a fun challenge and something to look (or listen) forward to! 
     I cannot end this newsletter without adding some fun masterpieces to listen to, so here are
some of my favorite classical works to listen to during this Eastertide. (Note: I chose mainly
symphonies for this playlist, but there are plenty of other solo/ensemble works that I can share
with you in person! It’s also important to note that not all of these pieces are sacred -- but the
music is generally fitting for this joyful time and can serve as a fun listening playlist. Also, make
sure to listen to various recordings played by different performers!) 
     Vanessa’s Eastertide listening playlist in alphabetical order:

! Ludwig van Beethoven - Symphony No. 5, fourth movement 
! Johannes Brahms - Symphony No. 2, fourth movement 
! Aaron Copland - Hoedown from Rodeo
! Antonin Dvorak - Slavonic Dances Op. 46 No. 1
! George Frideric Handel - Water Music (Alla Hornpipe)
! Gustav Holst - The Planets, Op. 32 - 4. Jupiter, The Bringer of Jollity
! Gustav Holst - Second Suite in F
! Gustav Mahler - Symphony No. 2 “Resurrection Symphony” (finale)
! Felix Mendelssohn - Symphony No. 3, second movement

Emanuel Lutheran Church Council Meeting - March 21, 2022
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Jeff Mires at 6:30pm.
Devotions:  Karri Ashbaugh led devotions and prayer, Spring Every Day, based on Proverbs
31. Volunteers to lead devotions are as follows:  April – Ron Wiechers, May – Kyle
Borstelman, June – Jeff Mires, August – Kara Behnfeldt, September – Pastor Janine, October
– Mary Rohrbaugh, November – Laura Ellis-Kruse, December – Joan Collier.
Council Members in Attendance:  Jeff Mires, Karri Ashbaugh, Joan Collier, Pastor Janine
Shearer, Kyle Borstelman, Andrea Van Gilder, Denise Etzler, Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes, Kara
Behnfeldt, Ron Wiechers, Kelli Burkhardt, Laura Ellis-Kruse and Mary Rohrbaugh.  
February Meeting Minutes – Joan Collier – Minutes from the February 21, 2022 meeting
were emailed to be pre-read prior to the meeting.  Denise Etzler moved, Mary Rohrbaugh
seconded the motion, to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried.
Treasurer – Julie Kohout – Income, Expense and Budget reports along with financial (cash)
balances were emailed prior to the meeting along with the giving comparison report.  Kelli
Burkhardt moved, Laura Ellis-Kruse seconded the motion, to approve the financial reports as
presented.  Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Janine Shearer – Prayer practice for April will be contemplative
prayer.  A word or phrase will be used as a focus point, i.e. Psalm 46:10, Be Still and Know
That I am God.  The silent prayer sessions will be for 30-45 minutes ending with the Lord’s
Prayer and noting your personal experience.  Funeral service for Marg Lanzer will be held
Saturday, March 26 at 11:00am.  Soaring Arts Gallery opening will be held Thursday evening,
April 7, from 5:30-7:00pm.  Palm Sunday will be observed April 10 celebrating WELCA’s
contribution to Emanuel with an art dedication in honor of WELCA followed by a potluck.
Maundy Thursday will be observed April 14, with a Community Dinner at St. Paul United
Methodist Church at 5:30pm followed by a brief service at Emanuel at 7:00pm for the Stripping
of the Altar.  Good Friday service will be held April 15, 7:00pm.  Easter Sunrise Service will be
held April 17 at 6:45am at Meyerholtz Park with the regular church service to be held at
Emanuel at 9:00am. Confirmation Worship will be held April 24.  Four young people will be
confirmed.  Council’s April meeting will be held on Monday, April 25.  A Bells Dedication
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Service will be held May 22.  Emanuel’s graduates will be recognized on Sunday, May 29. 
Pentecost Polka Service will be held Sunday, June 5.  A bloodmobile will be held at Emanuel
on June 6.
Property Board – Kyle Borstelman, Joe Knepley – Discussion held regarding storage of
church banners.  Four racks, 70 inches high and 63 inches long will be ordered.  Floor in
coffee room will be painted in the next week or week and a half with a garage type granulated
paint.  Custodial options are being reviewed.  One applicant has been received from outside
our membership; one member has expressed an interest in a portion of the custodial duties.
Kellers’ are checking on the plastering to see what is going on.  Request received for approval
to donate a coffee maker for the adult Sunday School classroom.  Update on cameras for lead
time and service will be received.  Soaring Arts WELCA dedication artwork will be hung in the
back of the church.
Congregational Life Board – Andrea Van Gilder, Denise Etzler – Art dedication will be held
on Palm Sunday with a brunch potluck following the worship service.  Soaring Arts Gallery
opening will be held April 7, 5:30 – 7:00pm.  Cookies and punch will be served. Easter flowers
will be ordered on Monday. April Caring Corner will be to benefit the Filling Home; a listing of
items will be in the church newsletter.
Education Board – Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes, Kara Behnfeldt – Vacation Bible School meeting
was held with the participating churches.  VBS will be held June 5 – 9 from 6:00 – 8:00pm. 
Theme will be Monumental: Celebrating God’s Greatness.  Emanuel will be responsible for the
opening, closing, snacks and decorations.  Another meeting will be held April 13. 
Confirmation gifts have been received.  Each confirmand will receive a picture frame to hold
their group picture.  An Easter Egg hunt for the Sunday School will be held in the sanctuary
following Easter Sunday worship service with activities scheduled for the students.  Camp
information/scholarship applications are available.  Information will be in Sunday bulletins. 
Graduation will be celebrated May 29 with a potluck and gifts for the graduates.  Last day of
Sunday School to be scheduled.  Gifts are planned for the Sunday School teachers. 
Attendance incentives are being discussed.
Doctrine & Worship Board – Laura Ellis-Kruse, Mary Rohrbaugh – Volunteers for Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday have been scheduled.  Thank you to the Altar
Guild was expressed for their help.
Finance Board – Ron Wiechers, Kelli Burkhardt – All good!  Kelli indicated plans are to
begin Soul Food on May 18.  Emanuel will host on the first and third Wednesdays of each
month; area churches are hosting on the second and fourth Wednesdays.
Old Business:  None was brought to the table.
New Business:  Nothing was brought to the table.
Adjournment – Denise Etzler moved,  Mary Rohrbaugh seconded the motion, to adjourn the
meeting.  Motion carried.  The meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Joan Collier, Church Council Secretary.

Mutual Relations Committee Meeting Notes April 11, 2022
Attendees:  Lisa Walker, Phyllis Kloos, Lenny Sonnenberg, Pastor Janine.
Pastor led the meeting with a devotion and prayer.  
The Mutual Relations Committee had been requested by Church Council to perform annual
church staff evaluations.  Evaluation forms have been developed and will be distributed to the
staff and related board(s) and the Pastor soon.  The evaluations will be reviewed at our July
meeting and a report will be made to the Church Council president.
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The Mutual Relations Committee is comprised of 3 members with 1 member being rotated out
each year.  Council president and the Pastor will seek a candidate to serve on the committee
and seek Church Council approval of that candidate with their term beginning on July 1, 2022. 
Pastor had a list of things to share with us.  

• Pastor talked about transitional housing/Safe Haven to which our Endowment
Committee has donated $12500.00.  The community housing group is looking for
property to build transitional housing so at this time so the donated amount is on hold
until the project starts.  St. Paul’s United Methodist Church will be having a Warming
Prayer Vigil overnight in their church in the winter for 8-15 people per night.  This is for
homeless seeking temporary shelter.  The Methodist church is seeking volunteers to
spend each night; 2 volunteers per night.

• Soaring Arts artists have a display of artwork in our church elevator lobby entrance.  If
you would like to purchase the art that is priced, you can take a picture of the price tag
on the artwork, go to the Soaring Arts Studio, 119 W. Washington St., Napoleon and
show them the picture of the price tag and pay there.  The art that is for sale now will
stay on display through May, then you can take your artwork home and there will be
another display for sale.  

• On May 22, there will be a dedication of our church hand bells at the church service.
• On June 5, there will be a Polka Worship service.
• Pastor is a Co-Dean of the Maumee Valley Conference of the ELCA.
• A Space to Grieve is going well.
• Emanuel is hosting space once a month for an Overdose Support Group to gather, like

we have hosted other non-church affiliated groups (for example, 4 H clubs)
• There is planning for a Soul Food (Café) on the 1  & 3  Wednesday of the month.st rd

• Pastor will lead a new Zoom/online Bible Study which will start on May 18 featuring The
Book of Revelations.

The Committee had the following to share, some of which were brought to us from members
of the congregation.

• We have heard that there are 2 members of the congregation that are out visiting our
homebound members.  They are kindly doing this on their own which is great.  If you or
someone you know would appreciate a home visit or Holy Communion delivered,
contact Maxine at the church office and she will forward the information to the right
people.  Pastor said she is also making home visits and taking Holy Communion to
homebound members.

• The words ‘Open Office Hours Wednesdays 1:30-3:30’ in the Sunday Bulletin and
church newsletter have left church members with questions, i.e. “Is that the only time
Pastor has office hours?’  The explanation is that Pastor is in the Pocket Park
downtown Napoleon 1:30-3:30 on Wednesdays and anyone is welcome to visit her
there (or if inclement weather, she will be in the Country Gourmet Coffee Shop which is
adjacent to the Pocket Park on West Washington Street, Napoleon).  Pastor is in the
office at church Monday thru Thursday with variable hours.  If you want to visit her in
the church office, Monday thru Thursday, you might want to check first with her to make
sure she is in the office and available.  Her phone number and email are at the top of
every Sunday bulletin and in the directory and newsletter.  As she spends some
evenings at church for meetings, gatherings and worship, she may be out of the office if
you walk in without checking first.  Pastor started the Pocket Park hours during Covid as
an outreach to visit with people in a safe space and has been well received by the
community.

• Prayer Updates for people on the Prayer Chain are often questions we get.  Oftentimes,
we don’t get follow up on those on the Prayer Chain.  Pastor explained that sometimes
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she is asked to keep someone’s health information private.  If you or your family want
your personal information updated, you will need to communicate that to Pastor (or the
Prayer Chain Coordinator) and then it can be shared on the Prayer Chain.  Because our
church service is ‘broadcast’ on Facebook for anyone to watch, Pastor cannot mention
peoples names requesting prayers or telling us of their health issues during the Sunday
morning worship service.

• Word of the Day on WNDH radio 103.1 FM  has been an outreach of our church for a
long time.  These are pre-recorded short devotionals that are broadcast in the early
morning hours on weekdays at random times.  The local radio station has no control of
which devotional is played and when; this is all done in the corporate offices and is
randomly rotated.  So you may hear a ‘fall’ devotional in the spring or summer, etc.  We
(our church) has no control of the random playing of these messages nor does the
sponsor.  Pastor has recently recorded new messages.  Pastor invites anyone who
would like to write +/or record the devotions to contact her.

Pastor asked that if anyone reaches out the Mutual Relations Committee with issues or
concerns, we contact her right away.
Next meeting will be July 25, 2022 @ 4:15pm.
Respectfully submitted by Lenny Sonnenberg & Phyllis Kloos

BLOOD DRIVE
     The annual blood drive at Emanuel is on June 6  from 12 to 6pm in the Fellowship Hall.th

Mark your calendars now! To make an appointment to donate, please register at
redcrossblood.org or call the American Red Cross at 1-800-733-2767 now.
     Please reach out to me if you want to be a helper on the day of the blood drive. We will
need food for the canteen and helpers in the canteen, helpers to walk the donors to the donor
recovery table and helpers at the donor recovery table. You can work a 2 hour shift or as much
or little as you want. My email is phyllis_kloos@yahoo.com or phone is 419-260-6582.
     Thanks in advance for all your help in this outreach program that Emanuel has participated
in for 19 years. We have collected over 1000 units of blood in this time span! Maybe this is the
year for you to donate your first unit?!
PS - Word is out that we have a Together We Can Make A Difference Initiatives Chicken and
Rib BBQ going on that day at Emanuel as well! When you have donated blood you will receive
$1 off your meal or meat only.
 

Calling All Campers!
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries in Ohio is currently taking registrations for summer camp!
Programs are available for grades K-12 as well as families. Please visit Lomocamps.org for
more information on the programs being offered this summer. Scholarships are available!
Please contact Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes at kaitlin.rohrs@gmail.com or Kara Behnfeldt at
kbehnfeldt31@gmail.com for a scholarship application.

Last Day of Sunday School: May 22nd

     It is hard to believe another Sunday School year has come and gone! The last day of
Sunday School for the 2021-2022 year will be held on Sunday, May 22nd. It will include a
PIZZA PARTY for the Sunday School children!
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High School Graduation Recognition & Brunch: May 29th

    We will be recognizing our senior high school graduates during our 9:00am church service
on Sunday, May 29th. Following the service, we will continue the celebration with a potluck
brunch and cake in the church basement. The congregation is invited and highly encouraged
to attend! Please bring a dish or dessert to share! 
     Please keep the following young people in your prayers as they enter into their next chapter
of their young adult lives:

Laci Dachenhaus 
Madden Delaney 

Alyssa Kruse 
Emma Rowland 

SAVE THE DATE: Vacation Bible School, June 5th-9th 
     The community Vacation Bible School will be held at our church this year, June 5th-9th,
from 6:00PM-8:00PM for children ages 4 through 5th grade. Online registration will be opening
up soon! Be on the lookout for inserts in the bulletin as well soon! 
     We are in need of volunteers in areas such as: Crafts, Snacks, Shepherds (guiding
children to each station), Registration, Decorations, etc. If interested in volunteering, please
contact Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes at Kaitlin.Rohrs@gmail.com or Kara Behnfeldt at
kbehnfeldt31@gmail.com. 

It will be MONUMENTAL!!!

CARING CORNER
     March Caring Corner collected a total of $116.50 in quarters and $35 cash for Operation
Clean Duds. A total of 320 detergent pods were collected which equals 320 loads.
     For May, we would like to highlight the various food pantries in Henry County. As many of
us know, children are home from school and food budgets are tight. It can be very difficult for
some families to keep their children fed. Please consider donating food items that will help
alleviate these difficulties. We suggest easy shelf-stable items such as:

Peanut Butter Jelly Pudding/Jell-o Cups Pasta
Macaroni & Cheese Soup Spaghetti Sauce Granola Bars
Canned Meats (Tuna, Chicken, etc.) Canned Fruit and Vegetables

     On Sunday, May 29th we will be holding a breakfast following worship for the graduates in
the congregation. 
     On Sunday, June 5, we will begin having coffee hour after worship. Church council will be
hosting the first Sunday. Other groups that will be hosting throughout the summer will include
Bell Choir, Choir, Naomi Circle, Altar Guild and Brass Ensemble. Sunday Coffee Hour will
continue through the summer until Sunday, August 28.

Membership News
Beloved who has died:
     Please remember in your prayers the family of this Emanuel family member who entered
into the Church triumphant:
     Maurice "Mort" Davis died on March 29. A funeral service was held at Emanuel on
Saturday, April 2.
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Altar
Flowers

May 1 - Michelle Slee in
honor of Dylan Slee's birthday
May 8 - Maggi Mohler in memory of Florian
& Marie Sauer
May 15 - Lenny & Lana Sonnenberg in
honor of their 50  wedding anniversary onth

May 20th

May 22 - Ruth Eickhoff in memory of
Norbert, Joe, Jeff & Deb
May 29 - Julian & Carol Gerken in honor of
their 58  wedding anniversaryth

OPEN DATES: 
August 21 October 2, 9, 23, 30    

To reserve altar flowers...   Sign up on the
flower chart in the narthex or call the church
office. Be careful when you sign up for
flowers so that it is clear which date you are
reserving.
Our flowers are done by Ivy League Floral
& Design Studio on West Washington
Street.  The cost is $20.  Make checks
payable to Emanuel Lutheran Church.  If
you have special orders for your flowers
(certain colors, a larger arrangement, etc.),
please contact Kori Ratliff at Ivy League.  If
your order is beyond the $20, please pay
the shop directly.
     Please put the used plastic containers in
which the altar flowers come in the church
office to be recycled.

(Flower vases.........please leave the white
ceramic vases on the altar.)

Just a reminder....  
When you have flowers on the altar, please
remember to take them home after the
worship service. If you have not picked
them up they will be removed on
Wednesday.

March 2022 Offerings
3/1/2022 through 3/31/2022

Bell Choir        20.00
Building Fund      680.00
Caring Corner        60.00
Easter Flowers      760.00
Endowment Fund   1,805.56
Flowers        90.00
From Savings       293.84
General Fund 17,799.38
Good Samaritan Fund      995.00
Lenten Offering   1,028.00
Live God's Love Fund   1,867.00
Memorial          300.00
Soul Food        40.00
Thrivent Choice   1,847.00
Together We Can      200.00
Vanco Fees                            -26.34
Vanco Processing        26.25
World Hunger      155.00
TOTAL OFFERINGS 27,988.69

March 2022 Attendance
Worship - In-person - 636
On-line - estimated amount - 118
Communed - 259

A Space to Grieve
    Carol Castello and Pastor Janine
invite those of you who are grieving to
a time to check in, hear scripture, and
share stories on May 17  at 10amth

(with lunch included) and at 7pm in the
Bible Study room (with dinner provided
beforehand at 6:30). You do not need
to RSVP but please let us know if you
plan to attend and have any dietary
restrictions. As the Honduran proverb
goes, "Grief shared is half grief. Joy
shared is double joy." Let us hold
some of your grief for you.
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 9:00am

In person - Online Facebook & Zoom
Thursday Worship - 7:00pm

In person only
Communion Services

First Sunday of the month - 9:00am
In person or 10-11 am Drive thru

Third Thursday of the month - 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday - 8:00am - 5:00pm

Pastor
Rev. Janine Shearer
330-524-2552 or jshearer520@gmail.com
Parish Secretary
Maxine Eickhoff
Organist & Music Coordinator
Vanessa Kwiatkowski
Bell Choir Director
Bill Panning
Custodian
Terri Sedam
Altar Guild Chairman
Julie Callaway
Prayer Chair Co-ordinator
Phyllis Kloos (419-260-6582 or
phyllis_kloos@yahoo.com)

2022 Church Council
President - Jeff Mires
President-Elect - Karri Ashbaugh
Secretary - Joan Collier 
Treasurer - Julie Kohout
Doctrine & Worship Board
Laura Ellis-Kruse & Mary Rohrbaugh
Congregational Life
Andrea Van Gilder & Denise Etzler
Board of Education
Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes & Kara Behnfeldt
Properties Board
Kyle Borstelman &  Joe Knepley
Finance Board
Ron Wiechers & Kelli Burkhardt

Remember our members in nursing homes
and assisted living facilities in your prayers
and with cards and letters.

Lutheran Home
(1036 S. Perry St.,
Napoleon)
    Ed & Betty Panning
    Dora Titgemeyer
    Karl Wiechers
Alpine Village
(1032 S. Perry St., Napoleon)
    Esther Dennie
    Oneta Wiechers
Glenn Park Assisted Living
(2429 William Diehl Ct,
Defiance, OH 43512)
Laurels of Defiance 
(1701 S. Jefferson Ave.
Defiance, OH 43512)
Van Crest Health Center
(600 E Joe E Brown Ave,
Holgate, OH 43527)
Orchards of Northcrest 
(240 Northcrest Drive,
Napoleon, OH 43545)

g Thank you to the Women of Emanuel
who prepared and served the scrumptious
luncheon... Thank you all! We are truly
blessed to have our loving church family.
Thank you again!!

-The family of Marg Lanzer
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     g Vanessa would like to thank organists Stephanie and Carlo
     Van Ulft for their generous donation of so many organ books
     to the music program at Emanuel. This was a wonderful

donation which will serve Vanessa and many future organists for years to come. A Special
thank you goes out to Sylvia Titgemeyer and family for their help in this donation.
     In addition, Vanessa would also like to thank Julie & Marv MtCastle and family, and Peggy
Snyder and family for their donation of music books for the growing music program at
Emanuel. Vanessa is so grateful and excited for all the sheet music and would like to thank
everyone from the bottom of her heart for the new musical donations.

Soul Food is back...but it's now "Soul Food Café" 
     After much discussion, debate, delay, and discernment, our community meal will return in
May, slightly changed, but hopefully new and improved and still feeding folks, body and soul!
We will be starting "Soul Food Café" on Wednesday, May 18, from 5 to 6pm and will serve the
1st, 3rd, and 5th Wednesdays of every month. The Presbyterians have their community dinner
on the 2nd Tuesday (when they resume), and the United Methodists host theirs the 4th
Thursday of the month, so we have decided that we don't have a monopoly on being Jesus's
hands and feet and faces to our community, so there will still be a free community meal every
week of the month in Napoleon. 
     We are going to try serving "restaurant-style" this time -- folks will come in and sit at a table
of their choosing where we will have a menu for each diner; they will check what they choose,
and we will serve them at their table. Drinks and desserts will be brought around on carts.
Seconds will be available after everyone has eaten. The menus will also contain resources of
help available in the community as well as a space for sharing prayer concerns and favorite
Bible verses.
     We feel this will actually allow us a lot more interaction with people and more of a chance
to get to know names as well as faces. It also will be a "safer" way to serve, since we are very
mindful of COVID precautions.
     As always, "many hands will make light work", and everyone is welcome to come help with
meal preparation, serving, and clean-up. We begin at 3pm with prep work, and folks begin
arriving early for coffee and fellowship. Food will be served at 5pm and fellowship will be
enjoyed by everyone. Wednesday, May 18, we begin this new adventure! If you have any
questions or suggestions, please feel free to talk to Kelli Burkhardt or Carol Castello.
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