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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Emanuel's mission is to witness to the good news of salvation
through Christ to individuals, the community and the world through discipleship and service.

Hi dear ones!
     In April our prayer practice is contemplative prayer. It’s like the silent prayer we practiced in
January but longer...and easier! It’s sort of like math where you have to learn the long way first
before you learn the short cuts.
     In contemplative prayer you use a word or phrase as a focus point. One of my favorites is
from Psalm 46:10 “Be still and know that I am God.” Get in a comfortable position—perhaps
sitting up straight with your feet firmly planted on the floor and your palms in your lap facing
upward. Set a timer for 30-45 minutes (or shorter when you’re starting out). At the beginning of
the time, say the phrase silently once. Then just be! As thoughts enter, repeat the phrase and
refocus. At the end of the time, say the Lord’s Prayer and take note of anything you
experienced.
     It’s no secret that we live in a busy world. There’s always more to do or see or figure out.
Contemplative prayer is about carving out time to listen for God. We show up and are
vulnerable in the presence of God. In “Leading a life with God” Daniel Woplert writes “As God
comes to us in the silence of our prayers, we are infused with the courage we need to lead
toward God. As we settle, we are enveloped with a stillness that can overcome any fear. The
stillness of God is a vast space of love and grace that can settle any disturbance within a
person or a community.”
     Contemplative prayer is one of my favorite prayer practices that I rarely do. In seminary I
led a contemplative prayer group that met 3 times out of the scheduled 15. It’s so easy to let
that space fill with anything and everything else. So for accountability, I invite you to join me at
9am on Thursdays in the sanctuary for Contemplative Prayer in April. Some of you will be here
shortly after for Bible Study. Obviously that time won’t work for everyone, so find a time that
does and an accountability partner and practice contemplative prayer at least once a week in
April. God just might use it to transform us!
     Be still, dear ones!
     Pastor Janine
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ORGANIST/MUSIC COORDINATOR
     Most recently I was asked by a couple of people wondering what my education background
was like and if I wouldn’t mind sharing my answer in this month’s newsletter. One question I
receive often is if the skills I learned in my studies have been useful for my role as a music
coordinator and organist? And another question asked was if I needed a degree to gain these
skills?
     I can quite confidently say that nothing in my six years of studies prepared me to lead a
polka band!! But in all seriousness, the skills I learned in school were absolutely helpful and
mostly necessary for my job. My primary studies were in piano performance and pedagogy
and I studied both at Wayne State University for my undergraduate degree and at Bowling
Green State University for my graduate degree. 
     One of the biggest skills I learned throughout my studies was the importance of being
flexible and reliable in emergency situations. When fellow pianists suddenly became ill and
had to drop a performance, I was often asked to fill in and learn hundreds of pages of music
for a concert in the next few days. In one rare situation, my friend dropped out of a concerto
performance due to a family emergency and I had to learn a new concerto and perform it with
an orchestra two weeks later! These situations are rare but they help build resilience and
confidence. Similar situations can occasionally happen at church where a hymn changes at
the last second or I have to sight-read new music for service for example. (Luckily I work with
two incredibly kind and organized people — Pastor Janine and Maxine — so this hardly ever
happens!) It is tough to stay calm in these situations but it is an indispensable skill to own as a
church musician. 
     Another skill that should be introduced more in school for classical musicians is the ability
to improvise. I don’t think I’ve played one church service where I haven’t had to improvise a
measure or two in my music! Luckily, I’ve gained the experience from many concerts where a
mishap occurs and I have to make it up until I find my way back. Similarly in life, you have to
make some things up when life doesn't go as planned!
     In order to improvise well you have to be confident enough with your music theory and ear
training skills. These are skills that you can learn outside of a university, but I must say that
signing up for music theory class 1-4 which lasted two years was much easier to handle than
trying to learn everything on my own. 

Holy Week
· Palm Sunday Worship will include the WELCA art dedication. We will gather in the
fellowship room for a potluck afterwards.
· Maundy Thursday we will have drive thru communion from 12-1. At 5:30pm we will join
our siblings in Christ across Napoleon at St Paul UMC (by the post office) for Dinner
Church that will be reminiscent of the Last Supper and include Holy Communion. We will
gather at Emanuel at 7pm for the Stripping of the Altar.
· Good Friday worship will be at Emanuel at 7pm and include the passion reading, special
music, bidding prayers, and adoration of the cross.
· Easter Sunrise Worship will start at 6:45am at Meyerholtz Park. You’re welcome to bring
a chair or stay in your car and tune your radio to hear the service.
· Easter Festival Worship will be at 9am and include a ton of amazing music to announce
the resurrection of our Lord! Drive thru communion and an Easter egg hunt will follow
worship.
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     The ability to communicate and plan well with others is just as important as being a reliable
and well-rounded musician. After years of collaborating with soloists and ensemble members,
I know the importance of planning music for a recital and working together as teammates in
the process. This is also true in the church setting and making sure you can be a good
teammate with your coworkers and fellow musicians!
     If you’re the type of person who enjoys learning new skills in your free time, you can most
definitely learn the skills necessary to be a successful church musician without going to school
for years. Music theory, ear training, music history, and perfecting your instrument can be
done on your own without going to a university. But the skills that might be missing would be
networking with fellow musicians, mentors, collaborating in different ensembles, and
performing very often. These skills are the ones that build confidence, camaraderie, and
overall level of musicianship. Thanks to networking with a friend from my studies, I was able to
start working as a church musician in the first place! And for that I am very grateful. If you have
any other questions, please feel free to ask and I would be more than happy to answer them in
person or in the next newsletter!
     -Vanessa Kwiatkowski

Emanuel Lutheran Church Council Meeting - February 21, 2022
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Jeff Mires at 6:30pm.
Devotions:  Denise Etzler led devotions and prayer based on Isaiah 58; Care for Yourself and
Care for Others.  Volunteers to lead devotions are as follows: March – Karri Ashbaugh, April –
Ron Wiechers  , May – Kyle Borstelman, June – Jeff Mires, August – Kara Behnfeldt,
September – Pastor Janine, October – Mary Rohrbaugh, November – Laura Ellis-Kruse,
December – Joan Collier.
Council Members in Attendance:  Jeff Mires, Karri Ashbaugh, Joan Collier, Julie Kohout,
Pastor Janine Shearer, Joe Knepley, Andrea Van Gilder, Denise Etzler, Kara Behnfeldt, Ron
Wiechers, and Mary Rohrbaugh.  
January Meeting Minutes – Joan Collier – Minutes from the January 17, 2022 meeting were
emailed to be pre-read prior to the meeting.  Denise Etzler moved, Mary Rohrbaugh seconded
the motion, to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried.
Treasurer – Julie Kohout – Income, Expense and Budget reports along with financial (cash)
balances were emailed prior to the meeting along with the giving comparison report.  Joe
Knepley moved, Kara Behnfeldt seconded the motion, to approve the financial reports as
presented.  Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Janine Shearer – Prayer practice for March will be Jesus Christ,
Son of God, have mercy on me.  Lent:  Ash Wednesday will be a community service at
Emanuel; the rest of the Lenten services will take place on Thursdays in person and on line;
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will be held.  Sunrise Service will again be at the
river at Meyerholtz Park.  Four young people will be confirmed on Sunday, April 24. Pastor will
be on vacation May 2 – 11.  Pastor expressed her thanks for the response to the Good Sam
Fund. The money is not just handed out; it paid for seven individuals for seventeen nights;
please keep these individuals in your prayers.
Property Board – Kyle Borstelman, Joe Knepley – More shelving is being installed around
the blower.  Floor will be painted.  Discussion was held regarding racks for the church
banners; possibly 3-4 straight racks.  Confirmation students will select banners for placement
during the different seasons/occasions and a checklist will be made to show when they are
used. Denise volunteered to repair any banners that may need it.  Meyer will be contacted
regarding the continuing bell tower water issues.  There are blinds that need to be hung.
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Cushions in the church pews will be checked.  Currently, there is no replacement for Jack
Robbins.  Joe expressed thanks for all those who have helped.
Congregational Life Board – Andrea Van Gilder, Denise Etzler – March Caring Corner will
be for detergent pods and quarters to be used for Operation Clean Duds for.  This will be
available at the Napoleon laundromat on the third Tuesday of the month from 3:00 – 7:00pm
for those in need of assistance. Laundry bags are being made from used t-shirts.  Easter
breakfast will be a potluck.  A dinner church will be held in place of the Sedar meal.  Plans for
graduation meal and Soul Food are still on hold.  Easter flowers are available from Weeping
Willow at a cost of $20 (18.50).
Education Board – Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes, Kara Behnfeldt – Camp information is available. 
Maxine will put the information for camp scholarships in the bulletin.  Sunday School teachers
were given supplies/tissues.  An Easter egg hunt is being planned for after church.  Planning
for Vacation Bible School will begin in March.
Doctrine & Worship Board – Laura Ellis-Kruse, Mary Rohrbaugh – There are problems
getting people to sign up for readers and communion.  Any suggestions?
Finance Board – Ron Wiechers, Kelli Burkhardt – Everything is good!
Old Business:  None was brought to the table.
New Business:  Denise indicated that the Northwest Signal will be charging $5.00 a week for
church advertising.  Loralee Jones has requested a membership transfer to St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, Defiance.   Denise Etzler moved, Julie Kohout seconded the motion, to
approve the transfer request.
Adjournment – Joe Knepley moved, Denise Etzler seconded the motion, to adjourn the
meeting.  Motion carried. The meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Joan Collier, Church Council Secretary.

CONFIRMATION

Sunday, April 24, 2022 - 9:00am

     The following young people are ready to
affirm publicly the baptismal covenant God
made with them in Jesus Christ and to take
on greater responsibility with us in the
mission of the church. Please keep these
young men and women in your prayers that
they will continue to grow in faith in the
Spirit as witnesses of new life in the
crucified and risen Christ.

Jackson Delaney
Taryn Kolodziejczyk 

Kayla McCabe

Leah McCabe

Membership News
Baptism:
     March 27 Vivian Gayle (daughter of
Blake & Sarah Ruffer and little sister of
Leah) was baptized at Emanuel. Vivian's
sponsors are Jess Cape, Gabi Lamb and
Chad Ruffer.
Beloved who have died:
     Please remember in your prayers the
families of these members of our Emanuel
family who entered into the Church
triumphant:
     Shirlee Mires-Fejes died on March 12. A
funeral service was held at Emanuel on
Wednesday, March 16.
     Marg Lanzer died on March 18. A
funeral service was held at Emanuel on
Saturday, March 26.
Transfer:
     Loralee Jones transferred to St. Paul
Lutheran Church, Defiance.
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BLOOD DRIVE
     The annual blood drive at Emanuel is on
June 6  from 12 to 6pm in the Fellowshipth

Hall. Mark your calendars now! To make an
appointment to donate, please register at
redcrossblood.org or call the American Red
Cross at 1-800-733-2767 now.
     Please reach out to me if you want to be
a helper on the day of the blood drive. We
will need food for the canteen and helpers
in the canteen, helpers to walk the donors
to the donor recovery table and helpers at
the donor recovery table. You can work a 2
hour shift or as much or little as you want.
My email is phyllis_kloos@yahoo.com or
phone is 419-260-6582.
     Thanks in advance for all your help in
this outreach program that Emanuel has
participated in for 19 years. We have
collected over 1000 units of blood in this
time span! Maybe this is the year for you to
donate your first unit?!

PS - Word is out that we have a Together
We Can Make A Difference Initiatives
Chicken and Rib BBQ going on that day at
Emanuel as well! When you have donated
blood you will receive $1 off your meal or
meat only. 

CARING CORNER
     The February Caring Corner collected
210 bars of soap for Together We Can
Make a Difference Initiative. Thank you to
all who contributed. For April, Caring
Corner will be collecting donations for the
Filling Home. The following is a list of
possible items. Please note that there are
food as well as non-food items on the list.
     Canned fruits/vegetables,  Cereal,
     Drink mixes,  Soup,  Pancake syrup,
     Instant oatmeal,  Cooking oil,
     Macaroni, pasta, rice,  Deodorant,
     Zip lock sandwich bags,  Paper towels,
     Construction paper,  Glue/glue sticks,  
     Easy-to-read books
     On Thursday, April 7, Emanuel will be
hosting a gallery for the Soaring Arts Studio
in the elevator room. The artwork is already
on display. We will have a chance to meet
the artists at the gallery. Artwork may be
purchased that evening or, if desired, at
Soaring Arts Studio anytime. Cookies and
punch will be served. The gallery will run
from 5:30-7:00pm.
     On Palm Sunday, April 10, a potluck
brunch is being planned after church. Come
and enjoy good food and fellowship as we
honor the work done through the years by
our ladies of WELCA. Dedication of the
artwork commissioned from Soaring Arts
will be held. 
     Andrea Van Gilder/Denise Etzler
     Congregational Life

g  Dear Emanuel Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your generous gift of $285.00
to ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA) through ELCA
Good Gifts. Gifts designated for: Chicks,
Rooster, Couple of Goats, Piglet, God's
Global Barnyard.

With gratitude, Rachel Wind

A Space to Grieve
     Carol Castello and Pastor Janine
invite those of you who are grieving to a
time to check in, hear scripture, and
share stories on April 4  at 7pm (withth

dinner provided before hand at 6:30) and
April 26  at 10am in the Bible Studyth

room (with lunch included). You do not
need to RSVP but please let us know if
you plan to attend and have any dietary
restrictions. As the Honduran proverb
goes, "Grief shared is half grief. Joy
shared is double joy." Let us hold some
of your grief for you.
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Chicken and Rib
Barbecue

Mark your calendars
now. Together We Can
Make A Difference
Initiatives is sponsoring
a Chicken and Rib BBQ
on Monday, April 25 ,th

from 11am to 5pm in the
parking lot at Emanuel Lutheran Church,
810 Scott Street in Napoleon (please use
the Scott Street entrance). For $9, you may
have either Chicken or Ribs with a bag of
chips, applesauce, and a dinner roll or meat
only for $7. Tickets may be purchased
ahead of time, but drive-thru's are welcome.
To reserve your dinners, call Kelli Burkhardt
at 419-579-0199 or email
togethernwoh@gmail.com or stop by
Together We Can Make A Difference
Initiatives, 722 North Perry Street, during
our hours - Monday, Wednesday, Friday
from 10 to noon, Tuesday 3 to 5pm;
Thursday from 5 to 7pm.

Chicken and Ribs prepared by Port-
A-Pit BBQ from Edgerton, Ohio.

NO Sunday School

on Sunday, April 10th

     There will be NO Sunday School on
Sunday, April 10th (Palm Sunday). It is
encouraged that the Sunday School
children and their families attend the
WELCA Brunch Potluck following our
church service on this day. 

Easter Egg Hunt is BACK!
     Mark your calendars! During the Sunday
School hour on Easter morning (Sunday,
April 17 ), we will be holding an Easter Eggth

Hunt for our Sunday School children in the
sanctuary! There will also be a SURPRISE
activity! We hope to see you there!

SAVE THE DATE!
     The community Vacation Bible School
will be held at our church this year, June
5th-9th, from 6:00pm-8:00pm. It will be
MONUMENTAL! More details to come!

Altar

Flowers

April 3 - Blake & Julie Biederstedt in honor
of their 2  wedding anniversarynd

April 10 - Mary & Mike DeWit in memory of
Irene Cordes
April 17 - Cheryl Hershberger
April 24 - Ed & Tiffany Biederstedt in honor
of their 32  wedding anniversarynd

OPEN DATES: 
June 5 July 24, 31       
August 21 October 2, 9, 23, 30   
December 4

To reserve altar flowers...   Sign up on the
flower chart in the narthex or call the church
office. Be careful when you sign up for
flowers so that it is clear which date you are
reserving.
Our flowers are done by Ivy League Floral
& Design Studio on West Washington
Street.  The cost is $20.  Make checks
payable to Emanuel Lutheran Church.  If
you have special orders for your flowers
(certain colors, a larger arrangement, etc.),
please contact Kori Ratliff at Ivy League.  If
your order is beyond the $20, please pay
the shop directly.
     Please put the used plastic containers in
which the altar flowers come in the church
office to be recycled.

(Flower vases.........please leave the white
ceramic vases on the altar.)

Just a reminder....  
When you have flowers on the altar, please
remember to take them home after the
worship service. If you have not picked
them up they will be removed on
Wednesday.
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 9:00am

In person - Online Facebook
Thursday Worship - 7:00pm

In person only
Communion Services

First Sunday of the month - 9:00am
In person or 10:15-11am Drive thru

Third Thursday of the month - 7:00pm

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday - 8:00am - 5:00pm

Pastor
Rev. Janine Shearer
330-524-2552 or jshearer520@gmail.com
Parish Secretary
Maxine Eickhoff
Organist & Music Coordinator
Vanessa Kwiatkowski
Bell Choir Director
Bill Panning
Living Spirit Director
Holly Mohring
Custodian

Altar Guild Chairman
Julie Callaway
Prayer Chair Co-ordinator
Phyllis Kloos (419-260-6582 or
phyllis_kloos@yahoo.com)

2022 Church Council
President - Jeff Mires
President-Elect - Karri Ashbaugh
Secretary - Joan Collier 
Treasurer - Julie Kohout
Doctrine & Worship Board
Laura Ellis-Kruse & Mary Rohrbaugh
Congregational Life
Andrea Van Gilder & Denise Etzler
Board of Education
Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes & Kara Behnfeldt
Properties Board
Kyle Borstelman &  Joe Knepley
Finance Board
Ron Wiechers & Kelli Burkhardt

Remember our members in nursing homes
and assisted living facilities in your prayers
and with cards and letters.

Genacross Napoleon
(1036 S. Perry St.,
Napoleon)
        Dora Titgemeyer
Alpine Village
(1032 S. Perry St.,
Napoleon)
Glenn Park Assisted Living
(2429 William Diehl Ct,
Defiance, OH 43512)
Laurels of Defiance 
(1701 S. Jefferson Ave.
Defiance, OH 43512)
Van Crest Health Center
(600 E Joe E Brown Ave,
Holgate, OH 43527)
Orchards of Northcrest 
(240 Northcrest Drive,
Napoleon, OH 43545)

February 2022 Offerings
2/1/2022 through 2/28/2022

Building Fund 595.00
Caring Corner        20.00
Christmas Cheer        20.00
Flowers 100.00
From Savings 1,742.07
General Fund 17,219.00
Good Samaritan Fund 3,051.50
Music 100.00
Soul Food 40.00
Sunday School        38.00
Thrivent Choice 340.00
Together We Can 20.00
Vanco Fees      -11.54
Vanco Processing 11.25
World Hunger 271.50
TOTAL OFFERINGS 23,556.78

February 2022 Attendance
Worship - In-person - 428
On-line - estimated amount - 121
Communed - 105
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