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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Emanuel's mission is to witness to the good news of salvation
through Christ to individuals, the community and the world through discipleship and service.

Hi beloveds!
“Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me.”

     Just 9 words. Our prayer practice for the month of March is just 9 words. Like most things,
it is so simple, but it isn’t easy.
     In March, we will focus on the Jesus prayer. To practice it, set a timer and repeat it over
and over (silently our out loud) for that amount of time. When you’re done, give God thanks.
That’s it!
     Why would we do such a thing? It helps us focus on Jesus rather than focusing on all of
the other things in the world that are vying for our attention. It will ground us. It will help us
grow deep roots. It will act as a solid foundation for the rest of the day.
     I plan to try this on my drive to Emanuel each day. It’s about 5 minutes. I really enjoy
listening to music on the way in, so this will be an intentional practice that challenges me a bit.
Will you join me?

\ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \
     In other news, thank you so much for your generosity to the Good Samaritan Fund in the
aftermath of the Knight’s Inn closing (and always). Because of your generosity in direct
donations, the Souper Bowl of caring, and more we were able to cover hotel costs for 7 people
for a total of 17 nights as area agencies and nonprofits worked to find the folks more
permanent housing. I know there has been some concern about who has gotten money and
how it was determined that they would receive help. We paid for nights at the Comfort Inn for
individuals referred to us by the Health Department who had been screened and would be
eligible for other housing the following week. The former residents of Knights Inn had paid
their rent the previous week so cash was tight despite most of them having jobs. Each person
or family has advocates at the Health Department and beyond. They aren’t left on their own to
figure it all out, unless they choose that path and then do not receive funding. The Good Sam
fund is distributed at my disgression but I always check with others before assisting. We never
give cash and only pay businesses directly. Please continue to hold our neighbors in prayer as
they transition into the new places they will live.
     Our midweek Lenten worship (Thursdays at 7 starting March 10th) will focus on stories of
folks experiencing homelessness. Some are real and others are based on true stories. Other
area congregations have been invited to use the same materials. This was planned months in
advance of the closing of the Knights Inn. The Holy Spirit is up to something here!
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     I’ve said it before: it is so good to be in a community that cares deeply for folks. Thank you
for loving God and your neighbors well! Keep up the good work!
     Peace,
     Pastor Janine

ORGANIST/MUSIC COORDINATOR
Dear friends, 
     If you’re interested in joining a music ensemble but simply do not have the time in your
schedule for another activity, now is your chance to join without any commitments! I would like
to invite you all to explore a new musical group during our Lent season trial period. This
upcoming season is the perfect time to prepare our hearts and make beautiful music. In only a
few weeks you will be able to participate in performances during Holy Week! Join an ensemble
anytime throughout March 9th - April 17th. Feel free to try choir, handbell choir, brass
ensemble, and/or the polka band. We are always looking to expand our groups and meet new
friends! This is the perfect way to socialize with others, be more involved in worship, and make
music without the long-term commitment. 
     There are many new and fun musical activities happening in Emanuel that I wanted to
share with you all. When I first arrived at Emanuel I was very excited to discover the large
music library filled with choir and handbell music. The library was so well taken care of and
everything was very well organized and neatly put away. Even though there was a mix of old
and new songs throughout the library, many of the songs were outdated and had been sung
one too many times... So I made it a goal to revamp the library and add as much new music
as I could with my funds. With the help of an anonymous donor for the music program a few
months ago, I was able to purchase quite a lot of new music for choir, commission a composer
to write a few pieces for our ensembles, and even start building smaller libraries for the new
brass ensemble and polka band. 
     I started the brass ensemble because not only do I love brass music, but there are so many
wonderful musicians at Emanuel that play trumpet, euphonium, and trombone! In this process,
I also rediscovered how much I missed playing the trumpet. It’s been a fun adventure with the
brass ensemble so far and I am very excited for more future performances. Stay tuned for lots
of fun music for Palm Sunday and Easter!
     Since there are more musicians who play woodwind instruments, I wanted to make an
ensemble which would be more inclusive of all instruments. I heard through the grapevine that
there used to be many members at Emanuel who played in polka bands and/or danced to
polka music… And since Napoleon was notorious for polka music, I wanted to bring some of
that back into the community by making our own polka band! I had no idea how it would tie
into worship since polkas are known to be secular music, but then I discovered that many
Lutheran churches incorporated polka music into worship and it was something new that many
people seemed to enjoy! The popular tunes stay the same, but the lyrics are altered to fit the
services. Stay tuned for Pentecost Polka on June 5th for our first polka worship! 
     With the extra funds I was able to purchase some new music for the kids to sing along with.
At the start of Sunday school, the kids sing, dance, and play various instruments along to
many new songs. We will be putting on more performances for services soon! In addition to
buying new music, I decided to commission a composer to write some new 21st century music
that will be specifically dedicated to Emanuel. There will be a new choir song and a couple of
brass ensemble pieces composed for the musicians’ abilities. I am very excited for these new
events and I hope you are too! If you would like to join in the fun and try a new ensemble,
please join us anytime between March 9th - April 17th! 
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     PS if you have any music books or sheet music at home that you would like to donate to
the music program, please let me know! I am looking for more organ music, vocal solos with
accompaniments, and polka music if you have any. But of course I would be more than happy
to accept any music to build the library. Thank you for all of your support! 
     -Vanessa Kwiatkowski

Emanuel Lutheran Church Council Meeting – January 17, 2022
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Jeff Mires at 6:30 p.m.
Devotions:  Andrea Van Gilder led devotions and prayer based on Hosea 10:12, Seeds of
Peace.  Volunteers to lead devotions are as follows:  February – Denise Etzler, March – Karri
Ashbaugh, April – Ron Wiechers  , May – Kyle Borstelman, June – Jeff Mires, August – Kara
Behnfeldt, September – Pastor Janine, October – Mary Rohrbaugh, November – Laura Ellis-
Kruse, December – Joan Collier.
Council Members in Attendance:  Jeff Mires, Joan Collier, Julie Kohout, Andrea Van Gilder,
Kara Behnfeldt, Ron Wiechers, Laura Ellis-Kruse, and Mary Rohrbaugh.  Attending via Zoom
were Pastor Janine Shearer, Karri Ashbaugh, and Kyle Borstelman.
December Meeting Minutes – Joan Collier – Minutes from the December 20, 2021 meeting
were emailed to be pre-read prior to the meeting.  Ron Wiechers moved, Julie Kohout
seconded the motion, to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried.
Treasurer – Julie Kohout – Income, Expense and Budget reports along with financial (cash)
balances were emailed prior to the meeting along with the giving comparison report.  Julie
stated that the General Fund at the end of the last quarter was the highest it has been in three
years.  Operating balance is $127,652.  The financial audit was completed January 15, 2021. 
Mary Rohrbaugh moved, Laura Ellis-Kruse seconded the motion, to approve the financial
reports as presented.  Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Janine Shearer – Christmas Recap – Participation of the kids in
the early service was really good as was the Christmas Day sermon/service. Covid Update –
Masks are strongly recommended.  Thursday night worship is cancelled for this week due to
impending weather.  Lent – Ash Wednesday service will be held with the remaining Lenten
services to be held on Thursdays.  Thursday evening Lenten services will focus on
homelessness; other community churches may be doing so as well.  Sunday services during
Lent will focus on healing.  Vanessa has special music scheduled until summer. 
Approximately thirty people are worshipping on line.  Drive through communion participant
numbers vary.
Property Board – Kyle Borstelman, Joe Knepley – Coffee Prep Room – Moldings remain to
be completed.  North Entrance – Stairwell will be repainted; caulking where ongoing water
stains persist.  One-three classrooms upstairs have water stains.  Security Cameras are still in
the ordering process; Speiser has been contacted for more information.  Question was raised
if some accommodation can be made for banner storage.  They are currently in the Luther
Room, but some type of racks are needed to be able to organize/store them appropriately.  It
will be looked into.  Currently, there is no replacement for Jack Robbins; Kyle indicated he and
Joe will take care of sidewalk/snow duty until a replacement is found.
Congregational Life Board – Andrea Van Gilder, Denise Etzler – Designation of Lenten
offerings will be made.  The Ladies Tea traditionally held in March will be postponed due to
Covid.  The Board will be checking on cost/orders for Easter flowers.  Caring Corner for
February will be collecting bars of soap for Together We Can Make a Difference Initiative. 
March Caring Corner will be designated to Operation Clean Duds for detergent/quarters for
use at the laudromat.
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Education Board – Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes, Kara Behnfeldt – Birthday cards for Sunday
School children have been prepared for January thru April.  Vanessa has been doing the
Sunday School opening.  Plans for Easter are an egg hunt and possibly the flower pots similar
to what was planned last year.  Contact will be made with the churches for Vacation Bible
School plans for this year tentatively to be held in early June.  Plans are being made for an
end of the Sunday School year family party; possibly having a movie.
Doctrine & Worship Board – Laura Ellis-Kruse, Mary Rohrbaugh – The Altar Guild was
previously under the WELCA group and is now under the guidance of the Doctrine & Worship
Board.  Catechism students will participate in selecting banners for the worship services.  Mary
will be in charge of readers and communion servers; Laura will be in charge of helpers for the
sound system.
Finance Board – Ron Wiechers, Kelli Burkhardt – Individual annual statements will be out
in the next week or so.  Offering envelopes not yet picked up have been moved into the
Sunday School office.
Old Business:  None was brought to the table.
New Business: Synod Assembly will take place June 3 & 4 in Bowling Green.  Voting
member nominees are Jeff Mires, Julie Kohout, Denise Etzler and Laura Klein.  Kara
Behnfeldt moved, Ron Wiechers seconded the motion, to present these names at the
Congregational Meeting.  Installation of the 2022 Council Members will be held January 30
during the church service following the sermon.  The April Council meeting will be moved to
April 25, the fourth Monday of the month, due to Easter being April 17, the third weekend of
the month.
Adjournment – Julie Kohout moved, Mary Rohrbaugh seconded the motion, to adjourn the
meeting.  Motion carried.  The meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.

Submitted by Joan Collier, Church Council Secretary.

CARING CORNER
     January Caring Corner collected six sheet sets, fifteen blankets, two boxes and three
packages of diapers, one box and three packages of wipes, two crib pads and nine burp cloths
for the pregnancy center.  Our Souper Bowl Sunday collection raised a total of $373 to be
donated to Good Samaritan Fund and World Hunger Relief.  
     March Caring Corner will support Operation Clean Duds by collecting quarters and laundry
detergent pods for this ministry.
     Starting Sunday, March 6 we will be taking orders for Easter flowers, lilies, hyacinth,
daffodils and tulips.  They will be $20 and we will be taking orders through Sunday, March 27.
     Andrea Van Gilder/Denise Etzler
     Congregational Life

A Space to Grieve
     Carol Castello and Pastor Janine invite those of you who are grieving to a time to check
in, hear scripture, and share stories on March 1  at 10am (with lunch included) and Marchst

15  at 7pm in the Bible Study room (with dinner provided before hand at 6:30). You do notth

need to RSVP but please let us know if you plan to attend and have any dietary restrictions.
As the Honduran proverb goes, "Grief shared is half grief. Joy shared is double joy." Let us
hold some of your grief for you.
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Thrivent Choice Dollars

If you are a Thrivent Member, please consider directing your Choice Dollars to a charitable
organization: Emanuel Lutheran, Together We Can Make A Difference Initiatives, Henry
County Civic Center, Filling Home Foundation, Henry County Hospital Foundation, and Henry
County Humane Society to name a few.

How to Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars
Online
1. Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice
2. In the Direct Choice Dollars section on the right, select the “Get started now” link.
3. Log in and enter your user ID and password and answer your security question. (If you
    haven’t yet registered on Thrivent.com, click “Register for account access”.)
4. Find the number of Choice Dollars available to direct on the right side of the screen.
5. Locate the organization you want to direct to:
    a. To direct to a previous organization:

i. Click “Direct Now: next to the organization name;
or

ii. On the Activity History page, scroll down and click the name of the desired
organization.

     b. To direct to a new organization, enter keyword(s) like organization name, city, state, etc.
         Click “Find.”
6. Click “Direct All” or enter a specific number and click “Direct Now.”
Follow the prompts on the confirmation window to direct Choice Dollars.
By phone
1. Call 800-847-4836 and when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”
2. Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or 2 to hear “Thrivent Choice program Terms and     
Conditions. (If prompted, say or enter your phone number and date of birth.)
Note: Please have your nine-digit Member Identification Number or contract number available.
3. A representative will work with you to direct Choice Dollars.

The Thrivent Choir charitable grant program engages Thrivent members and chapters in providing grants that support
charitable activities, furthering Thrivent’s mission and its purposes under state law. All grants are made at the sole discretion
of Thrivent. Directing Choice Dollars is subject to the program’s Terms and Conditions, available at
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

Membership News
Birth:
     Congratulations and God's blessings to Sarah & Blake Ruffer on the birth of Vivian Gayle
on Monday, February 7. She was welcomed home by sister Leah. Proud Grandma is Gayla
Rohrs.

Beloved who has died:
     Please remember in your prayers the family of this Emanuel family member who entered
into the Church triumphant:
     Ronald Kruse died on January 22 and a private funeral was held.
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Altar
Flowers

March 6 - Michelle
Slee in honor of
Phyllis Bischoff
March 13 - Carey & Brenda Plummer
March 20 - In honor of Karen Rohrs
retirement from her family
March 27 - For our children Sandy,
Tammy, and Eric

OPEN DATES: 
June 5 July 24, 31       
August 21 October 2, 9, 23, 30   
December 4

To reserve altar flowers...   Sign up on the
flower chart in the narthex or call the church
office. Be careful when you sign up for
flowers so that it is clear which date you are
reserving.
Our flowers are done by Ivy League Floral
& Design Studio on West Washington
Street.  The cost is $20.  Make checks
payable to Emanuel Lutheran Church.  If
you have special orders for your flowers
(certain colors, a larger arrangement, etc.),
please contact Kori Ratliff at Ivy League.  If
your order is beyond the $20, please pay
the shop directly.
     Please put the used plastic containers in
which the altar flowers come in the church
office to be recycled.

(Flower vases.........please leave the white
ceramic vases on the altar.)

Just a reminder....  
When you have flowers on the altar, please
remember to take them home after the
worship service. If you have not picked
them up they will be removed on
Wednesday.

Dear Emanuel Family,
     Thank you very much for helping me
with my community service project for
residents at the Knights Inn. Because of
your help, we were able to provide a home
cooked meal to about 25 families. Thank
you to Jeff Mires and the Julie Mires
Scholarship committee for believing in my
project. With the money, I was able to
purchase supplies. 
     Thank you to everyone who baked
cakes, made lasagna and baked lasagna.
Thank you for your donations of Campbell's
sauce and fresh fruit. Thank you to
everyone who helped deliver food to the
Knights Inn. We had so much stuff; our
cars were full. Thank you to everyone who
helped pass out the meals and supplies.
Thanks Kelli for finding families for the
leftovers. Thank you all for your kind words
and your support. It means a lot to me.

-Alyssa Kruse 

g Dear members of Emanuel,
     Thank you for choosing the CPC
Womens Health Service as your outreach.
     We appreciate all that you donated and
will gladly share the items and the love of
Christ to each woman that we serve.

-The Napoleon CPC

Calling All Campers!
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries in Ohio is
currently taking registrations for summer
camp! Programs are available for grades K-
12 as well as families. Please visit
Lomocamps.org for more information on
the programs being offered this summer.
Scholarships are available! Please contact
Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes at 419-822-1762 or
kaitlin.rohrs@gmail.com or Kara Behnfeldt
at 419-822-6283 or
kbehnfeldt31@gmail.com for a scholarship
application.
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 9:00 am

In person - Online Facebook
Thursday Worship - 7:00 pm

In person only
Communion Services

First Sunday of the month - 9:00 am
In person or 10:15-11 am Drive thru

Third Thursday of the month - 7:00 pm

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday - 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Pastor
Rev. Janine Shearer
330-524-2552 or jshearer520@gmail.com
Parish Secretary
Maxine Eickhoff
Organist & Music Coordinator
Vanessa Kwiatkowski
Bell Choir Director
Bill Panning
Living Spirit Director
Holly Mohring
Custodian

Altar Guild Chairman
Julie Callaway
Prayer Chair Co-ordinator
Phyllis Kloos (419-260-6582 or
phyllis_kloos@yahoo.com)

2022 Church Council
President - Jeff Mires
President-Elect - Karri Ashbaugh
Secretary - Joan Collier 
Treasurer - Julie Kohout
Doctrine & Worship Board
Laura Ellis-Kruse & Mary Rohrbaugh
Congregational Life
Andrea Van Gilder & Denise Etzler
Board of Education
Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes & Kara Behnfeldt
Properties Board
Kyle Borstelman & Joe Knepley
Finance Board
Ron Wiechers & Kelli Burkhardt

Remember our members in nursing homes
and assisted living facilities in your prayers
and with cards, letters, but no visits at this
time:

Lutheran Home
(1036 S. Perry St.,
Napoleon)

Marg Lanzer
Alpine Village
(1032 S. Perry St., Napoleon)
Glenn Park Assisted Living
(2429 William Diehl Ct,
Defiance, OH 43512)
Laurels of Defiance 
(1701 S. Jefferson Ave.
Defiance, OH 43512)
Van Crest Health Center
(600 E Joe E Brown Ave,
Holgate, OH 43527)
Orchards of Northcrest 
(240 Northcrest Drive,
Napoleon, OH 43545)

January 2022 Offerings
1/1/2022 through 1/31/2022

Bell Choir   2,535.46
Building Fund 760.00
Caring Corner 50.00
Flowers 80.00
General Fund 14,972.00
Good Samaritan Fund 380.00
Outreach Ministry        70.00
Soul Food 50.00
Sunday School 29.00
Together We Can        20.00
Vanco Fees -11.54
Vanco Offset Processing 11.25
World Hunger 150.00
TOTAL OFFERINGS 19,096.17

January 2022 Attendance
Worship - In-person - 421
On-line - estimated amount - 165
Communed - 71
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