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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Emanuel's mission is to witness to the good news of salvation
through Christ to individuals, the community and the world through discipleship and service.

Welcome to the Year of Healing beloveds!
     These last few years have been rough. If they haven’t been for you, they certainly have
been for someone you know and love. In 2022 we will live into God’s promises of healing as
we work toward healing ourselves and the world. Admittedly, healing is a loaded word. We’re
not talking about “fixing brokenness” but instead being about God’s shalom—healing and
wholeness and peace both through and for God.
     Maybe you’re hoping for physical healing from an illness or injury. Maybe you’re longing for
emotional or spiritual healing from the things you’ve endured throughout life. Perhaps it’s
financial healing you need after the world was turned upside down. All of our healing is
through Jesus, the healer of our every ill.
     In 2022 our theme verse is from Revelation 22:1-2, “Then the angel showed me the river of
the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the
middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds
of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations.” We will use “Leading a life with God” by Daniel Wolpert as a guide to prayer
practices. Each month we will try a different practice.
     For January, you are invited to practice silence. December is notoriously noisy with the
hustle and bustle of Advent, Christmas, and New Year's. I know I long for silence in the midst
of it. As much as I want it, silence is hard for me to find. Once you get to it, it can be sort of
overwhelming at first. Over time, it becomes quite cozy and feels like home.
     To find silence, start small. Set a timer for one minute. As thoughts cross your mind, think
of them as logs in the river. Acknowledge them and then allow them to pass you by.
Sometimes it's helpful to have a guiding word to refocus you. Sit with the silence. When the
timer goes off, notice how you feel. Next time, set the timer for a bit longer. I imagine that an
amount of time that felt like forever will go by quickly with more and more practice.
     Ralph Waldo Emerson famously said, “Let us be silent that we may hear the whisper of
God.” Enter into silence this month, dear ones, and let the healing begin!
     Shalom,
     Pastor Janine
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ORGANIST/MUSIC COORDINATOR
Joy to the world, let Earth receive her King! 
     It is truly the most wonderful time of the year and one of my favorite parts is preparing
music for the Advent and Christmas season. While perusing through the hymnals I was
shocked to find that there were over 74 Advent and Christmas hymns in the LBW hymnal
alone! The reality is that we only sing about ¼ of those hymns and I wanted to figure out why
some of the hymns were lost with time while others withstood hundreds of years. For the sake
of tradition, we usually sing the same Christmas songs we used to sing during our childhood.
This season I wanted to challenge you all by learning some new and lesser known hymns
during Advent. It was uncomfortable singing something new at first but after a few verses I
could tell everyone started catching on! For Christmas however, I avoided introducing new
hymns because everyone loves to sing the classics loud and clear. Some of these hymns
include Silent Night, Joy to the World, Away in a Manger, and many more that are dear to us.
After all, Christmas Eve would not be complete without Joy to the World! But what did
Christmas carols sound like hundreds of years ago? Picture spending Christmas Eve with your
ancestors in the 1800’s… or perhaps the 1700’s… Would we still hear Joy to the World and
Silent Night? 
     I dug up some history on Christmas music and discovered that some of our favorite carols
were indeed sung hundreds of years ago. If you’re ever interested in music history, you can
always use our hymnals as a resourceful guide. At the bottom of every hymn you will find the
composer of the music, the lyricist, and the year the music was composed. Many of the hymns
we hear today have been reharmonized over the years. This means the melody generally
stayed the same but the chords underneath the melody were altered to spice up the same
tune that has been played for hundreds of years. Silent Night in particular looks mostly the
same but the accompaniment changed and the rhythm of the melody changed as well. Here is
what Silent Night used to look like in the 1800’s:
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Here is what Silent Night looks like today in our hymnal:

     On the bottom left hand corner you will see that the text was composed by Joseph Mohr
and translated by John F. Young. The melody was composed by Franz Gruber. If you go to
hymnary.org to search your favorite hymn, you can read all about the history of the composer,
lyricist, and the music itself. When I clicked on Silent Night I found out that the hymn has been
published in 582 hymnals! Wow! From there I found out that Silent Night was originally written
in German, hence the original name of the melody “Stille Nacht” in the bottom right hand
corner of the image above. Fun fact: this carol was performed for the very first time on
Christmas Eve in 1818 by the composer and lyricist themselves! Joseph Mohr was the vicar of
a church in Oberndorf, Austria and on Christmas Eve he found out that the organ in his church
was broken. (This is quite literally my worst nightmare!) During the distress of having a
potential Christmas service without music, he wrote the words to Silent Night and then took the
poem to Franz Gruber who was the village organist. Since the organ was not functioning,
Gruber grabbed his guitar and plunked out a melody and arranged a duet that was performed
hours later. The song quickly caught fire and spread throughout Europe. 
     If this hymn was translated from German to English, how many other languages has it been
translated to? I found out that it was translated to about 300 languages! This leads me to
believe that yes, our ancestors most likely sang Silent Night for Christmas -- especially if you
have German or Austrian ancestors. Silent Night wasn’t introduced in the United States until
1873 so if your ancestors lived here already, they most likely sang this carol too. The text was
not translated to Polish until around 1920 so my grandparents and great-grandparents sang
“Cicha Noc” in their native language too. 
     It is interesting that some of our beloved carols were not always the most popular. There
are many carols that have been pushed out of popularity naturally with time. These European
carols include: The Snow Lay on the Ground, Lully Lullay ("The Coventry Carol"), The Cherry
Tree Carol, and The Gloucestershire Wassail. On the other hand, some traditional European
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tunes that withstood hundreds of year but are not as quite popular today are: Good King
Wenceslas, based on a 13th century carol from Finland, Ding Dong Merrily on High,
composed to a 16th-century French dance tune, and In Dulci Jubilo (“In Sweet Rejoicing”) /
“Good Christian Men, Rejoice” composed in 1328 Germany. 
     I challenge you all to listen to these new (or ancient) Christmas carols this season. If you
are ever interested in learning more musical history on our hymns, check out hymnary.org and
keep me posted on any new information you find out! I would love to hear all about it. You can
email me at: vanessa.kwiatkowski95@gmail.com

Emanuel Lutheran Church Council Meeting – November 15, 2021
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Carey Plummer at 6:30 p.m.
Devotions:  Laura Ellis-Kruse led devotions, Kindness is a Choice, with reference to
Colossians 3:12, Ephesians 2:8, and Proverbs 11:17.
Council Members in Attendance:  Carey Plummer, Jeff Mires, Joan Collier, Julie Kohout,
Pastor Janine Shearer, Joe Knepley, Kyle Borstelman, Denise Etzler, Andrea Van Gilder,
Deanna McCabe, Kelli Burkhardt, Ron Wiechers, Joe Kohout, Laura Ellis-Kruse.
October Meeting Minutes – Joan Collier – Minutes from the October 18, 2021 meeting were
emailed to be pre-read prior to the meeting. Joe Knepley moved, Ron Wiechers seconded the
motion, to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried.
Treasurer – Julie Kohout – Income, Expense and Budget reports along with financial (cash)
balances were emailed prior to the meeting along with the giving comparison report. Julie
stated there are no concerns at this point and emphasized that October was a five Sunday
month for giving. Denise Etzler moved, Laura Ellis-Kruse seconded the motion, to approve the
financial reports as presented. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Janine Shearer – The Advent Wreath presentation on Sundays
will be:  November 28, the McCabe family; December 5, the Van Gilder family; December 12,
the Kyle Borstelman family; and December 19; the Knepley family. Kelli Burkhardt will do the
presentation at the Thursday evening services. There will be no services on December 23 and
30. Church Christmas decorating will take place on Saturday, November 27, at 8:00 a.m. We
will be Christmas caroling on Saturday, December 11, at 11:00 a.m. Christmas Eve drive-thru
communion will take place on December 24 from 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. Request was received to
provide the means for video for the Kim Casteel family.  At this time, we are not set up to
accommodate such requests. Pastor reported that she will be off on December 27 thru
January 1.
Property Board Report – Joe Knepley, Kyle Borstelman – Items for the coffee prep room
are in. At this time we are just waiting on the plumbing hardware and faucet to get started. The
North entrance area will be sealed and painted. The third floor classrooms and Maxine’s office
have received some water damage.  Windows should be sealed. The roof above the balcony
attic is leaking again and we will need to have some plastering refinished again. We will have
to contact W.R. Myers to correct their work on fixing that roof area. The ordering process is
underway for the new security cameras. One candidate has been received for the custodial
position; the position will also be posted on Facebook and advertised in the Northwest Signal.
A freezer went down; B & I will look at the freezer; a new one may have to be purchased. The
food lost will not be covered under insurance due to the policy deductible.  
Congregational Life Board Report – Denise Etzler, Andrea Van Gilder – The October
Caring Corner received 62 coats. November Caring Corner will be accepting monetary
donations for Christmas Cheer. Poinsettias will be purchased through the Health Department;
cost is $12.00. The Angel Tree this year will provide for nine families which includes twenty-
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one children. Bell ringers are needed for the Salvation Army. Emanuel will provide ringers for
both doors at Walmart on December 18 for two hour shifts between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
$52,000 was raised at the Filling Fall Fling. November 30 is Giving Tuesday – donations to the
Filling Home will be used for the purchase of a kiln and pottery. Two confirmands will read at
the December 19 service; loose offering will be collected for the purchase of animals for the
ELCA World Hunger initiative. Sunday, December 26, is wear your pj’s to church day.  Hot
chocolate and coffee will be available after services as we relax and visit with one another.
Education Board Report – Deanna McCabe, Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes – Cookies and juice will
be available after the Children’s Christmas program; goodie bags will be distributed to the
students. It was suggested the Sunday School start time be moved to 10:00 a.m.; there is too
much lag time after the conclusion of the church service. It was determined the 10:00 start
time will begin in January. After School Club is in need of someone to run the program.
Doctrine & Worship Board – Joe Kohout, Laura Ellis-Kruse – The fourth Sunday of each
month will feature the Bell Choir.
Finance Board Report – Kelli Burkhardt, Ron Wiechers – The 2022 Budget with revisions
was discussed and final approved copies distributed. The Bell Choir budget was increased
from $1500 to $4500 to accommodate the cost of having the bells refurbished.
Old Business – Discussion was held regarding the Seder Meal and Easter Breakfast.  More
discussion will be held later.
New Business – Wendy Schroder will remain as a  non-voting member of the Endowment
Committee.  The Committee is recommending to Council to give $2,500 to World Hunger. 
Denise Etzler moved, Kyle Borstelman seconded the motion, to approve the donation.  Motion
carried. All Boards are to submit their Annual Reports no later than December 31. President
Carey Plummer will extend the invitation to all new Council members to attend the regular
December 20  Council meeting.th

Adjournment – Joe Kohout moved, Kelli Burkhardt seconded the motion, to adjourn the
meeting. Motion carried. Pastor Janine offered a blessing and the meeting was closed with the
Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Joan Collier, Church Council Secretary.

A Space to Grieve

Carol Castello and Pastor Janine invite those of you who are grieving to a time to check in,
hear scripture, and share stories on January 4  at 10am (with lunch included) in the Bibleth

Study room. You do not need to RSVP but please let us know if you plan to attend and
have any dietary restrictions. As the Honduran proverb goes, "Grief shared is half grief. Joy
shared is double joy." Let us hold some of your grief for you.

Please consider volunteering as Readers, Ushers, Camera Operators, or
Sound Board Operators for our worship services. You can sign up for one week or for a

month. The sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in the narthex or talk to
Laura Ellis-Kruse or Mary Rohrbaugh to volunteer. WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!
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CARING CORNER
     In November, we were able to donate $240.00 to Christmas Cheer. In talking with the
chairman of this event, there were many additional families who needed aid this holiday
season. Thank you to all of you for your generosity!
     I want to also thank you for all who bought gifts for our Angel Tree in December. We
assisted 9 families, with a total of 21 children. Not only were we able to purchase toys and
clothes for the children, but we were also able to purchase blankets for each child and a food
gift certificate for each family.
     For January, we would like to highlight the Community Pregnancy Center. For those who
are not familiar with Community Pregnancy Center (CPC) Women’s Health Resource, this is
an agency that provides much more than just pregnancy counseling. CPC offers post-abortion
support, parenting classes for men and women, ultrasounds, and baby items in addition to
pregnancy counseling. It is located on Oakwood Avenue in Napoleon. Items that are needed
include:
Diapers (sizes 2-6)
Baby wipes

Crib sheets
Onesies

Receiving blankets
Burp cloths

     As always, you have the opportunity to also give monetarily. It is easy to contribute
monetarily. Simply mark the amount you would like to give on your offering envelope or insert
a note if you mail your offering to Emanuel.
     If you are aware of an opportunity for Caring Corner to help with, please come to us with
your ideas!

Andrea Van Gilder/Denise Etzler
Congregational Life

SEWING/QUILTING GROUP
     After almost 2 years, we are gathering once again to work on quilts that are sent to
Lutheran World Relief. We will meet on the 2  Tuesday of each month at 9:00 a.m. Pleasend

note the day change!
     Knowing how to sew is not a requirement! The sewing is done at another time. We meet to
put quilts together. If you can stick a needle into fabric and tie a knot, you are qualified! We
usually have wonderful fellowship as we complete a quilt or two!
     If you have any questions, please call Denise Etzler at 814-389-2973.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
     I am writing this article on the afternoon following the Children’s Christmas Program. I think
you will all agree that the kids did a great job! I want to thank Will Behnfeldt and Carey
Plummer for sharing their musical abilities with us. I look forward to hearing more music from
these boys!
     I want to thank our confirmation students for their help in reading for the program and for
helping to collect the ELCA Good Gifts offering after the service. 
     Finally, I want to thank the Sunday School teachers, Vanessa, and all those who helped
“behind the scenes”. I couldn’t have done this without all of your help. I hope you will tell our
students what a great job they did!

Denise Etzler
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Blessings to Emanuel Lutheran Church
     We at Together We Can Make A
Difference Initiatives write to express our
heartfelt thanks for your donation to our
non-profit organization that is trying to
change the world, with the cooperation,
assistance, and support of many
community churches and organizations
such as yours.
     Our mission is to empower our
community by empowering its individuals,
and our means is principally by providing
personal care and toiletry items to those in
need, and "those in need" is anyone who
walks through our doors. We as a society
expect people to be clean, and our
organization helps people to keep clean,
healthy, socially acceptable, and
employable.
     We are not a faith-based organization,
but we are all faith-based people, and we
feel that we are certainly responding to
Christ's call to feed the hungry, clothe the
naked... help the unclean become and
remain clean, assist with finding jobs for the
unemployed and homes for the homeless,
and be the hands and feet and face of
Jesus as we serve one person at a time,
respecting them and reminding them that
everyone matters.
     We could not do it all without the
support and prayers from our brothers and
sisters in Christ. Blessings to you and your
continued ministry to our community and
our world.
     Thank you so very much for all of your
support.
God's peace –
Kelli Burkhardt, Executive Director
Together We Can Make A Difference
Initiatives

To all our Emanuel Family:
     Words cannot express our thanks to all
of you for your prayers, kind words, cards,
visits, food, flowers, memorials and hugs
we received after Marcus’s passing. We
had not been inside Emanuel since May of
2020 and knew the first time back would be
emotional, but who would have ever
dreamed our first time back would be for
our son’s funeral. Thank you for welcoming
us back with open arms. Hopefully
someday we will be strong enough to come
back again. 
     Special thank-you’s go out to Pastor
Janine for all her support and her help with
planning the service, and to Anthony
Godsey, Joe Kohout and John Pugsley for
making the music video and live streaming
possible. Marcus’s service was watched by
so many people, including his former
students, co-teachers and friends in
Thailand. We – and they – are very
appreciative of all the hard work that was
put into making it possible. Thanks to
Vanessa for the beautiful music. Thank you
to Kelli, Terri, Carol and all the women of
the church who helped make the meal so
amazing and something that Marcus would
have loved! His friends loved it! All of the
‘Capital snacks’ were a nice added touch
and were done in true Marcus style!
     We really don’t know how we go forward
from here, but we know with the love and
support of all of you, we will walk through it
somehow. We are so grateful for all of you!
Marv & Julie
Jeff, Kari and Cameron
Matt, Steph and Jaxson

Dear Emanuel family, thank you so much
for all the cards I received for my 100th
birthday. I really appreciated receiving,
reading and enjoying all the beautiful cards. 
Bless you all.  Evelyn Carlile
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g  Thank yous were received from the
following people for the carolers: Karl &
Oneta Wiechers, Maxine Eickhoff, Virginia
Dillon

g  Thank you to my Emanuel Church family
for all the cards I received for my 92nd

birthday. They were so much appreciated.
Sincerely, Ruth Bahler

g  Dear ELCA Women of Emanuel, Thank
you for your generous gift to Genacross
Lutheran Services Napoleon ministry.
Blessings to all!

Sincerely, Dr. Jim Dumke

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY

LORD'S PRAYER
Join us at 5:30pm on Wednesdays,
January 9 - February 16 as we study the
Lord's Prayer. The connection is the same
as it has been for worship and will be sent
out via email each week.

De-decorate Church:  Your help

would be very much appreciated on
Saturday, January 8  beginning at 9amth

as we take down the Christmas
decorations!!!

Altar
Flowers

January 2 - Judy Demmel in memory of
Neil Demmel
January 9 - Judy & Norm Demmel in honor
of their 53  wedding anniversaryrd

January 16 - Ken & Nancy Lange in honor
of their 64  wedding anniversaryth

January 23 - Douglas & Judy Hoffman in
honor of their wedding anniversary
January 30 - Carey & Brenda Plummer

OPEN DATES: 
March 6, 13, 20, 27     April 10
May 1, 8, 22, 29     June 5
July 3, 24, 31     August 21, 28
October 2, 9, 23, 30    December 4

To reserve altar flowers...   Sign up on the
flower chart in the narthex or call the church
office. Be careful when you sign up for
flowers so that it is clear which date you are
reserving.
Our flowers are done by Ivy League Floral
& Design Studio on West Washington
Street.  The cost is $20.  Make checks
payable to Emanuel Lutheran Church.  If
you have special orders for your flowers
(certain colors, a larger arrangement, etc.),
please contact Kori Ratliff at Ivy League.  If
your order is beyond the $20, please pay
the shop directly.
     Please put the used plastic containers in
which the altar flowers come in the church
office to be recycled.

(Flower vases.........please leave the white
ceramic vases on the altar.)

Just a reminder....  
When you have flowers on the altar, please
remember to take them home after the
worship service. If you have not picked
them up they will be removed on
Wednesday.

SAVE THE DATE

Sunday, January 30
Annual Congregational Meeting

immediately following the
9am worship service.

Installation of the new 2022
Church Council members will be

installed that day too!
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 9:00 am

In person - Online Facebook
Thursday Worship -7:00 pm

In person only
Communion Services

First Sunday of the month - 9:00 am
In person or 10:15-11 am Drive thru

Third Thursday of the month - 7:00 pm

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday - 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Pastor
Rev. Janine Shearer
330-524-2552 or jshearer520@gmail.com
Parish Secretary
Maxine Eickhoff
Bell Choir Director
Bill Panning
Living Spirit Director
Holly Mohring
Custodian

Altar Guild Chairman
Julie Callaway
Prayer Chair Co-ordinator
Phyllis Kloos (419-260-6582 or
phyllis_kloos@yahoo.com)

2022 Church Council
President - Jeff Mires
President-Elect - Karri Ashbaugh
Secretary - Joan Collier 
Treasurer - Julie Kohout
Doctrine & Worship Board
Laura Ellis-Kruse & Mary Rohrbaugh
Congregational Life
Andrea Van Gilder & Denise Etzler
Board of Education
Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes & Kara Behnfeldt
Properties Board
Kyle Borstelman & Joe Knepley
Finance Board
Ron Wiechers & Kelli Burkhardt

Remember our members in nursing homes
and assisted living facilities in your prayers
and with cards, letters, but no visits at this
time:
Lutheran Home
(1036 S. Perry St.,
Napoleon)

Marg Lanzer
Alpine Village
(1032 S. Perry St., Napoleon)
Glenn Park Assisted Living
(2429 William Diehl Ct,
Defiance, OH 43512)
Laurels of Defiance 
(1701 S. Jefferson Ave.
Defiance, OH 43512)
Van Crest Health Center
(600 E Joe E Brown Ave,
Holgate, OH 43527)
Orchards of Northcrest 
(240 Northcrest Drive,
Napoleon, OH 43545)

November 2021 Offerings
11/1/2021 through 11/30/2021

Building Fund      855.00
Christmas Cheer      240.00
Flowers      160.00
General Fund 18,011.00
Good Samaritan Fund      375.00
Outreach Ministry      550.00
Poinsettias      456.00
Soul Food      150.00
Sunday School        48.00
Thrivent Funds   2,500.00
Vanco Processing        11.25
World Hunger      145.00
TOTAL OFFERINGS 23,501.25

November 2021 Attendance
Worship - In-person - 467
On-line - estimated amount - 110
Communed - 136
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