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through Christ to individuals, the community and the world through discipleship and service.

Hi Dear Ones!
     It’s already started. The memes
counting down the days til Christmas (68 as
of when I’m writing this), early shopping to
counter shipping delays, red and green
sprinkled in among the fall decorations, and
musicians practicing for the upcoming
Advent and Christmas seasons. It seems
too early to be thinking about these
things—the weather just now finally feels
like fall. Another beautiful season of waiting
and celebrating is upon us. Here’s some of
what we have planned:
     · Christ the King- On November 22, we
will have a Hymn Sing through the liturgical
year as a New Years Eve of the Church
year celebration. We weren’t able to
worship in person for nearly half of the year
so we missed out on singing good hymns
together!
     · Advent Sundays- My Heart Shall Sing
theme from Barn Geese Worship will focus
on hymns of the season that prepare us for
Jesus’ arrival.
     · Advent Thursdays- Holden Evening
Prayer will guide our Thursday evening

worship. This beautiful sung liturgy
originates in the mountains of Washington
and has become popular across the
country. Last year Brad and I did Holden
Evening Prayer from home on Wednesday
evenings on zoom.
     · Digital Christmas Card- Share a video
greeting (under 3 minutes), a picture,
and/or a greeting with your Emanuel family
to me by December 10th to be included in
our digital Christmas card!
     · Mini Cantata- On December 12th we
will have a small cantata as part of the
worship service around the beloved hymn
“Silent Night.”
     · Children’s Program- On December
19th our young worshippers will share the
Christmas story with songs they’ve learned
as part of the worship service.
     · Blue Christmas- On December 19th at
5pm we will gather in worship to create
space for folks who aren’t quite feeling the
“Holly Jolly” of the season. We will read
scripture, light candles, hear music, and
just be together in the midst of whatever life
has thrown our way.

IMPORTANT...YOUR INFORMATION PACKET FOR THE

OCTOBER 31 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING IS ENCLOSED.
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     · Christmas Eve- We will gather at 5 and
10:30pm on Christmas Eve to worship God
with Us and to celebrate Holy Communion.
There will be a lot of hymns sung
throughout the services!
     · Christmas Day- We will gather at 9am
on Christmas day to shout from the
mountain tops that Jesus Christ is born! We
will celebrate Holy Communion as well.
     · December 26- Lessons and Carols-
wear your pajamas and stick around for Hot
Chocolate!
     I’m so thankful that I get to do life and
ministry alongside all of you! May this hectic
season be filled with moments to pause,
meaningful worship, and lots of joy!
     Beloved, be loved. Beloved, be love!
     Pastor Janine

All Saints
Sunday

November 7, 2021

Celebrate with us the lives of all believers
who have died in the faith and our own
ancestors and relatives. Members of our
congregation who have died in the
preceding 12 months will be remembered
on this day:

Donna Kruse
Lorina Ruetz
William Cain
Julie Mires
Connie Beltz
Pastor Bob Mix
Evelyn Allen
Deb Rex
Ben Michaelis
Joe Huffman
Rick Ford
Art Pedraza
Donna Daman
Ramona Koppenhofer
Marcus MtCastle
John Schink

ORGANIST/MUSIC

COORDINATOR
Dear Emanuel Family,
     Thinking back to when I was
interviewing for the position at Emanuel, I
was pleasantly surprised to find how
musical of a congregation you all are.
Everyone was so kind and there were
plenty of musical activities happening which
was one of the many reasons why I
decided to join this wonderful congregation.
I arrived at a strange time when there were
no people in church except for Pastor
Janine and I and the livestream camera
crew. Then as we slowly started opening up
again, people started gathering in and I
could tell how much everyone missed being
physically in the sanctuary and having the
company of their loved ones.
     Fast forward half a year later and the
church is bustling with Sunday school, bell
choir, bible studies, choir, brass ensemble,
and many more fun activities! Most
recently, the rainbow ringers had their first
performance of the school year and so
many people told me how much they
missed seeing the kids play. They haven’t
played since the pandemic hit and this
means it has been almost two years now
since they touched a bell! The adults were
not the only ones excited about the rainbow
ringers… the kids were incredibly ecstatic
about it too. And for some of them this was
their first performance ever on stage. Even
though some kids expressed their
nervousness, I could tell the power of being
in a group helped ease their nerves a little
and helped build confidence playing in front
of others.
     For those who haven’t heard, the brass
ensemble started most recently and I am so
excited to have another unique group of
people join to make music together. They
say that there is always strength in
numbers and I truly believe I witnessed this
strength during our first gathering. I could
see the excitement in people’s faces and
the interest in new music. People laughed
and connected in such a short amount of
time. Some were vulnerable with their
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playing abilities while others reassured that
we were all new to this ensemble. The
friendly and motivating dynamic between
this group proved to be another great
aspect of participating in an ensemble. 
     I have never played in a bell choir
before. Little did I know that the dynamic of
Emanuel’s bell choir was entirely different
than that of the choir’s. For example, this
group all relies on one another to be
present for rehearsals and performances. If
one person is missing then the song
doesn’t sound complete with a missing part.
Everyone who participates in the bell choir
knows the importance of making sure to
show up to all of the rehearsals. Another
beauty of this ensemble is that more than
half of the group does not read music and
no one judges you for this or for making a
mistake. Luckily all you need in order to
participate in the bell choir is the ability to
differentiate red from blue colors while
keeping a beat. There is no need to read
music which is awesome! All you need to
do is show up and play some truly beautiful
music. 
     In addition to the bell choir and the brass
ensemble is the mixed choir for all voices.
This group has its own unique superpower.
When you join the choir, you are not just
singing notes together but you are all doing
ministry together. How wonderful is it to use
your own body as an instrument to practice
your faith? Everyone is pouring their heart
out and putting their soul in the music.
Unlike the other ensembles, we’re giving a
melody to the lyrics and singing in harmony.
What better way to live life than to join with
others in harmony? 
     Recently I had the honor of playing for
Marcus MtCastle’s funeral and it warmed
my heart to see a choir gather together and
join as one voice. This wasn’t just any
ordinary choir… this was a group of alums
who used to sing in choir together with
Marcus. I thought it was so special that they
all flew out to sing one more time for their
beloved member. Nobody was forced to fly
out and sing -- they did it because they
were a team with one last job to do. When
they started singing I couldn’t help from

having tears well up in my eyes because
you could hear the pain they were all
feeling behind their beautiful voices. How
special is it to join a team of people who
care this much about one another? 
     It is not required to join any club or
ensemble at Emanuel but if you or anyone
else is looking for an opportunity for
involvement, consider joining an ensemble!
It is not too late! We are always welcoming
anyone and everyone to join, and we can
be your new team. I hope to see more
people join our wonderful ensembles and if
you have any questions  please feel free to
email me or call me!
     -Vanessa Kwiatkowski

Membership News

Beloveds who has died:
     Please remember in your prayers the
families of these members of our Emanuel
family who entered into the Church
triumphant:
     Marcus MtCastle died on October 8.
Funeral services were held at the church
on Saturday, October 16.
     John Schink died on October 9. A
private memorial service was held at
Walker-Hoening Mortuary on Friday,
October 15.

g Thanks to everyone for the cards, calls,
messages and prayers for Oneta Wiechers
90  birthday. Blessings to our Emanuelth

family.
g Dear Emanuel family, Thank you for your
support and prayers during a difficult time.
Thank you also to Pastor Janine for
officiating at John's funeral service.

-from the family of John Schink
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Emanuel Lutheran Church Council Meeting - September 20, 2021
Call to Order:   The meeting was called to order by President Carey Plummer at 6:30 p.m.
Devotions:  Andrea Van Gilder led devotions with reference to Colossians 3:1-2.
Volunteers to lead devotions are as follows:  October – Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes, November –
Laura Ellis-Kruse, December – Deanna McCabe.
Council Members in Attendance:  Carey Plummer, Jeff Mires, Joan Collier, Pastor Janine
Shearer, Denise Etzler, Andrea Van Gilder, Kelli Burkhardt, Ron Wiechers, Joe Kohout and
Laura Ellis-Kruse.
August Meeting Minutes – Joan Collier – Minutes from the August 16, 2021 meeting were
emailed to be pre-read prior to the meeting. Spelling was corrected to the name of Pastor Juli
as contained in Pastor Janine’s report. Ron Wiechers moved, Denise Etzler seconded the
motion, to approve the minutes as presented. Motion carried.
Treasurer – Julie Kohout – Julie’s reports were emailed prior to the meeting. Being no
questions regarding the reports, Kelli Burkhardt moved, Laura Ellis-Kruse seconded the
motion, to approve the financial reports as presented.  Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Janine Shearer – Vanessa had some concerns regarding covid as
a choir member was diagnosed with covid.  Should they require masking; should choir
members sit in pews at services and practices?  Pastor Janine will relay suggestions to
Vanessa who may discuss with choir members. The air system is working 24-7, so the system
should be working to take care of the air quality. Pastor stated the potluck held August 29 was
awesome! Rally Day will include a hymn sing. Confirmation classes will participate in a dinner
church the first Sunday of each quarter; acolytes are being trained this week. Pastor Juli will
conduct the baptism scheduled for the week that Pastor Janine is conducting the service at St.
Peter’s Lutheran Church, Holgate. Readers are needed for our church services. Advent theme
for this year will be “My Heart Shall Sing”. Thursday evening services will continue through
Lent. A mini cantata will be held during regular worship service with the choirs and bells
participating. Children’s Christmas program will be held December 19; Christmas Eve service
will take place December 24, Christmas Day service will be held December 25.  December
26  may be a pj’s Sunday.th

Property Board Report – Joe Knepley, Kyle Borstelman – In the absence of the Property
Board members, President Carey Plummer indicated that the coffee prep room updates
should take place in about two weeks according to reports from the Kitchen Center. Pricing for
the work on the North entrance and upper and lower stairways will be obtained as well as
layout of security cameras. Hydrangea will be removed; it has become overgrown. Will check
on leak in the choir loft. Response to the kitchen renovations indicated all is great.
Congregational Life Board – Denise Etzler, Andrea Van Gilder – August Caring Corner
resulted in 110 food items donated to a food pantry.  October collection will be for Coats for
Kids.  November donations will be for the benefit of Christmas Cheer. Funeral luncheon
served 31 individuals. Filling Home memberships are currently being collected; the Filling Fall
Fling will take place November 6 . The last meeting of the WELCA organization will take placeth

on October 5.
Education Board – Deanna McCabe, Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes – In the absence of the
Education Board members, President Carey Plummer presented the question as to whether
Sunday School participants should be in masks. Vanessa is participating in the Sunday School
openings. Rally Day was great with participation from Sunday School students as well as adult
congregational members. 
Finance Board – Kelli Burkhardt, Ron Wiechers – Budget sheets for 2022 were distributed
along with information on Synod guidelines.  Doctrine & Worship licensing is increased by $40.
The budget will need to be approved at the October Congregational meeting.
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Doctrine and Worship Board – Joe Kohout, Laura Ellis-Kruse – Confirmation students are
being trained to operate the sound board as well as the camera.
Old Business – Commitment to Vanessa, Organist and Music Coordinator was reviewed. 
Denise Etzler moved, Laura Ellis-Kruse seconded the motion, that Vanessa become salaried
at thirty hours per week.  Motion carried. Laura Ellis-Kruse moved, Joan Collier seconded the
motion, to provide all staff up to a 3% cost of living increase pending their evaluation.  Motion
carried.
Adjournment – Denise Etzler moved, Joe Kohout seconded the motion, to adjourn the
meeting. The meeting was closed with a reading, Ordinary Blessings, by Pastor Janine
followed by the Lord’s Prayer.
The next meeting of Council will be held Monday, October 18, 2021, 6:30 p.m.
Submitted by Joan Collier, Church Council Secretary.

WELCA NEWS
     It is with a heavy heart that I write this final article for the WELCA organization. As of now, it
is no more. As you know, I invited all the women of Emanuel to a meeting on October 5. It was
decided that, because of the lack of officers and the low attendance, we would have to
disband. This was not an easy decision. Some of us have been members for over 60 years.
But, all good things must come to an end. The monies in the Treasury were divided into ten
different organizations which we all agreed on. 
     The funerals will still be headed up by Judy Demmel and Mary Jo Moden. They have a list
of people that they can call on to assist them. The Sewing Group will continue under the
leadership of Denise. The Altar Guild will become an entity on its own. They have always done
a great job. The other items that we were in charge of such as the Spring Tea and Lutheran
World Relief will be taken up by Congregational Life and Doctrine and Worship. 
     I would personally like to thank the Pastor for assisting us in our final meeting. She has
made this decision a little easier for us to accept. So Thank You Women of Emanuel for all of
the friendship you have given me over the 60 years I have been a member of WELCA. It’s
been a great ride.
     I would also like to thank the Holy Spirit for guiding me through this difficult time. I remain
yours in Christ forever,
     -Rita Schweinhagen

Please consider volunteering as Readers, Ushers, Camera Operators, or
Sound Board Operators for our worship services. You can sign up for one week or for a
month. The sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in the narthex or talk to Joe Kohout or

Laura Ellis-Kruse to volunteer. WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!
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Evelyn M. Carlile
     To honor the most senior member of
Emanuel Lutheran congregation, we are
sharing a short bio of Evelyn M. Carlile.
Evelyn will celebrate her 100th birthday on
Sunday, November 28, 2021.
     Evelyn Maurine (Arnold) Carlile was
born November 28, 1921 at home, in
Gahanna Ohio to parents, Edward &
Roxanna (Souder) Arnold.  (Evelyn can
relate the story to you that " the doctor was
late arriving, as he came on foot and got his
pants caught in the fence he was climbing
over trying to arrive at the farm in time to
deliver her.")  She had just already arrived
by the time the doctor got there, by the
way.  Evelyn was baptized December 2,
1921 by Rev. William Wolfe of Peace
Lutheran Congregation in Gahanna Ohio
and confirmed into the Lutheran faith in
1935 at Peace Lutheran.
     She attended Gahanna schools,
graduating from Lincoln High School in
1940. As a young girl Evelyn was a
member of 4H. She made many childhood
friends growing up in the small farming
community and Village of Gahanna and
retained those friendships throughout her
adult life, staying in touch over the miles
and years. After high school graduation,
Evelyn attended business school in
Columbus and after graduating business
school worked as a legal Secretary for
Corkwell & Smith, and then for Harry Miller
Advertising in Columbus.
     As a young girl Evelyn met her future
husband,  Dawn O. Carlile of McClure.
Their meeting was by chance, as Evelyn

was at Boblo Island MI for the day with her
4H friends. While she and a friend were
walking around the park they walked by a
young man sitting on a bench and he asked
if they would like to join him. The three of
them talked and as Evelyn and her friend
got up to leave Dawn asked Evelyn if she
would write to him. She said yes, and thus
began a friendship that lasted throughout
their young years. After Dawn's military
service, Evelyn and Dawn were married on
February 10, 1946 at Emanuel Lutheran
Church in Napoleon. In her early married
life Evelyn also attended St. Paul's
Lutheran in McClure where she also taught
Vacation Bible School. Evelyn & Dawn lived
and worked in Napoleon, Evelyn worked for
Tri-County Rural Electric for many years
and retired from there in 1976. Evelyn has
3 nieces; 2 nieces by marriage with families
living in Ohio. Two nephews and a sister
and a brother are deceased.
     Throughout her adult life Evelyn's
interests and activities were dancing,
traveling, camping and reading. She has
traveled to Europe, Alaska, Canada &
Hawaii in addition to many trips to Florida
and Arizona where she was a " snow bird"
in later years. Evelyn and Dawn were
members of the "Turkeyfoot Trotters"
western square dance group. They also
enjoyed polka dancing at the Bavarian
Haus in Deshler, Ohio. Unfortunately Dawn
passed away unexpectedly in March, 1984.
After Dawn's passing Evelyn continued on
with family and friends supporting her. 
Evelyn also spent many happy, later years
with close friend and companion, Ray
Nagle, with the two of them traveling and
visiting many places in the U.S.  Ray
passed away in February 2009, and again,
Evelyn has continued on living and enjoying
visits from close family, neighbors and
church friends.  Evelyn is a member of the
American Legion Auxiliary and the VFW
Auxiliary.

Happy 100  Birthdayth

Evelyn
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CARING CORNER

    Thank you so much for all the diapers
and training pull-ups that were donated
through the Caring Corner in September.
Through your generosity, 773 diapers and
335 pull-ups were given to Together We
Can Make A Difference Initiative!
     There were 20 school kits, 11 personal
care kits, and 56 quilts delivered to the
Lutheran World Relief site in October.
Thank you to those who helped with this.
     For November, we are highlighting
Henry County Christmas Cheer. This is an
organization that we support every year at
this time as they distribute food for the low
income and needy persons in Henry
County. Due to the Covid pandemic, the
program will be different this year. They will
NOT be collecting any food items. Only
monetary donations can be accepted.
     Please place any monies in the offering
plate at the Thursday or Sunday service.
Checks can be mailed to the church office.
Please include a note indicating the amount
you are giving to Christmas Cheer. 
     We are in the planning stages for our
annual Angel Tree. Be watching for more
information as it becomes available!
     If you are aware of an opportunity for
Caring Corner to help with, please come to
us with your ideas!

Denise Etzler/Andrea Van Gilder
Congregational Life

FILLING HOME FALL FLING
     
The Filling Home Fall Fling will be held on
Saturday, November 6. Our church is being
asked to help provide baked goods for the
Free Will Offering Meal. All baked goods
are welcome! 
     The Fall Fling will be different this year
due to Covid. There will be an online

auction as well as a live auction held that
day. Due to Covid precautions, the silent
auction and individual vendors will not be
available this year. Social distancing will be
encouraged and masks will be provided for
those who desire to wear them. Come and
enjoy great music, yummy food, and help
us support this wonderful ministry.
     Funds that are raised will be added to
the Filling Home’s transportation fund.
Transportation is an ongoing need just as it
is for us! 
     If you are willing to donate baked goods
for this event, please let me know! Have
them to our church kitchen by 8am on
Saturday, November 6, and I will gladly
deliver them to the Filling Home! 
     I have been informed that the Fall Fling
will be held this year. However, the Fling
may be cancelled at the last minute if the
pandemic cases are considered to be a
danger to the Filling Home residents. I ask
for your understanding if this occurs.
Please contact me if you have any
questions.

Denise Etzler
Filling Home Representative
814-389-2973

FILLING FALL FLING RAFFLE

     Tickets are on sale for the raffle being
held during the Fall Fling. This is an easy
way to support the Filling Home! The
drawing will be held on Saturday,
November 6. You do not have to be present
to win! The details are:
     1  Prize: Quarter of beef with processingst

     2  Prize: Recliner from Ken’s Furniturend

     3  Prize: $300.00 Cashrd

     Cost: $5.00 per ticket
     or Five (5) for $20.00

     Denise Etzler has the tickets. They can
be purchased at church on Sunday
mornings.
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Altar
 Flowers

November 7
Shirley Walker in memory of Donna Kruse
Richard & Susan Landversicht in honor of
their 51  wedding anniversaryst

November 14
Ken & Nancy Lange
November 21
Norm & Kathy Bostelman in honor of their
51  wedding anniversaryst

Ruth Bahler's family in honor of her birthday
November 28
Joe & Julie Kohout in honor of their 28th

wedding anniversary
Evelyn Carlile in honor of her 100  birthdayth

To reserve altar flowers...   Sign up on the

flower chart in the narthex or call the church

office. Be careful when you sign up for flowers

so that it is clear which date you are reserving.

Our flowers are done by Ivy League Floral &

Design Studio on West Washington Street. 

The cost is $20.  Make checks payable to

Emanuel Lutheran Church.  If you have special

orders for your flowers (certain colors, a larger

arrangement, etc.), please contact Kori Ratliff

at Ivy League.  If your order is beyond the $20,

please pay the shop directly.

     Please put the used plastic containers in

which the altar flowers come in the church

office to be recycled.

(Flower vases.........please leave the white

ceramic vases on the altar.)

Just a reminder....  
When you have flowers on the altar, please
remember to take them home after the
worship service. If you have not picked
them up they will be removed on
Wednesday.

A Space to Grieve

After our October gathering, we knew we
needed more space to be and grieve and
feel what we feel. Carol Castello and Pastor
Janine invite those of you who are grieving
to a time to check in, hear scripture, and
share stories on November 9th at 10am
(with lunch included) and November 16th at
7pm in the Bible Study room (with dinner
provided beforehand at 6:30). You do not
need to RSVP but please let us know if you
plan to attend and have any dietary
restrictions. As the Honduran proverb goes,
"Grief shared is half grief. Joy shared is
double joy." Let us hold some of your grief
for you.

2nd and 5th Grade Bibles 

On November 14th during worship our 2nd
and 5th grade students will receive their
Bibles. The 2nd graders will receive a
Spark Bible and the 5th graders will receive
a Lutheran Study Bible. Both of these are
meant for the students to grow into over the
next few years! 

CUSTODIAN NEEDED

After many years of dedicated service, Jack
Robbins has decided to step down as
Emanuel’s Custodian. Therefore we are
searching for an individual to fill this
position as soon as possible.
Custodian position opening with Emanuel
Lutheran Church. Part time hours (16 -18
hrs. /week) that shall be flexible as needed
to properly complete the job duties and
responsibilities. If interested, please call the
Church office to arrange picking up a copy
of the Custodian Job Description and
Responsibilities.
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 9:00 am

In person - Online Facebook
Thursday Worship - 7:00 pm

In person only
Communion Services

First Sunday of the month - 9:00 am
In person or 10:15-11 am Drive thru

Third Thursday of the month - 7:00 pm

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday - 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Pastor
Rev. Janine Shearer
330-524-2552 or jshearer520@gmail.com
Parish Secretary
Maxine Eickhoff
Organist & Music Coordinator
Vanessa Kwiatkowski
Bell Choir Director
Bill Panning
Living Spirit Director
Holly Mohring
Custodian
Janitor Jack Robbins
Altar Guild Chairman
Julie Callaway
Prayer Chair Co-ordinator
Phyllis Kloos (419-260-6582 or
phyllis_kloos@yahoo.com)
Women of the ELCA President
Rita Schweinhagen

2021 Church Council
President - Carey Plummer
President-Elect - Jeff Mires
Secretary - Joan Collier 
Treasurer - Julie Kohout
Doctrine & Worship Board
Joe Kohout & Laura Ellis-Kruse
Congregational Life
Denise Etzler & Andrea Van Gilder
Board of Education
Deanna McCabe & Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes
Properties Board
Joe Knepley & Kyle Borstelman
Finance Board
Kelli Burkhardt & Ron Wiechers

Remember our members in nursing homes
and assisted living facilities in your prayers
and with cards, letters, but no visits at this
time:

Lutheran Home 
(1036 S. Perry St.,
Napoleon)

Marg Lanzer

Alpine Village
(1032 S. Perry St., Napoleon)

Glenn Park Assisted Living
(2429 William Diehl Ct,
Defiance, OH 43512)

Laurels of Defiance 
(1701 S. Jefferson Ave.
Defiance, OH 43512)

Van Crest Health Center
(600 E Joe E Brown Ave,
Holgate, OH 43527)

Irene Cordes

Orchards of Northcrest 
(240 Northcrest Drive,
Napoleon, OH 43545)

September 2021 Offerings
9/1/2021 through 9/30/2021

Building Fund      665.00
Flowers      120.00
General Fund 21,230.18
Good Samaritan Fund      375.00
Memorial      705.00
Outreach Ministry      224.49
Soul Food        40.00
Sunday School        30.00
Together We Can        20.00
Vanco Processing        23.75
World Hunger      140.00
   
TOTAL OFFERINGS 23,573.42

September 2021 Attendance
Worship - In-person - 479
On-line - estimated amount - 88  
Communed - 107
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