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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Emanuel's mission is to witness to the good news of salvation
through Christ to individuals, the community and the world through discipleship and service.

“The world is always ending somewhere. It’s always beginning somewhere,
too…perhaps right in the same place... What do we do in the face of such
revelation, the kind that ends old worlds and begins new ones all around us, every
day, wherever God’s reign breaks into our lives? Scripture offers one particular
answer again and again: we shall sing.” - “My Heart Shall Sing” resources by
Barn Geese Worship.

Hi Beloveds!
     This Advent and Christmas season we will sing boldly every chance we get. We will sing in
the face of the earlier sunsets. We will sing on the greatest and the hardest days. We will sing
praise and lament and joy and fear and everything else we feel to God who can handle us
exactly where we are.
     On Thursday evenings during Advent we will sing from Holden Evening Prayer. You may
have heard it last year when Brad and I led it from our living room last Advent. It might be
awkward in the beginning as we learn together, but hopefully it will become a favorite of yours!
     On Sunday mornings during Advent we will focus on the theme of “My Heart Shall 
Sing.” We will have a theme hymn each week and will sing the first verse, light the 
Advent wreath, and then sing the rest of the verses. Our focus hymns are “Keep Your Lamps
Trimmed and Burning,” “Freedom is Coming,” “When the Poor Ones,” and the greatest hymn
of all time (in my humble opinion) “Canticle of the Turning!”
     On Christmas Eve we will sing many of our favorite Christmas hymns throughout worship.
We will sing others on Christmas Day! On December 26th we will have a service of Lessons
and Carols with even more singing!
     Last Advent and Christmas we weren’t able to sing in the same space. My heart broke.
Now that we can, let’s sing boldly to make up for lost time. Something is ending and something
new is beginning. Let’s sing our way through it!
     Peace,
     Pastor Janine
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ORGANIST/MUSIC COORDINATOR
Dear Emanuel Family,
     The trees have been looking a little bare lately and we had our first snowfall of the year… It
finally looks like the cool weather is here to stay! This time of the year is my favorite. Although
I’m not the biggest fan of daylight savings time, I enjoy spending the early dark evenings with a
warm cup of tea. In my mind fall time is the start of a new calendar year. Both the school year
and church year start all over again so naturally I reset my internal calendar. With all new
beginnings I tend to reflect on the past and count my blessings, and this year one of my
blessings is having met all of you and worshipping together in service every week.
     I feel especially blessed now because about a year and a half ago when everything was
closing, I questioned my direction in life. I just spent the last 20+ years of my life studying
music and now every concert was shutting down and I wasn't able to see my sweet students
anymore. I had to quickly learn how to teach online, make videos for both my BGSU class
piano students and for church. This was a scary time and it was both emotionally and mentally
challenging to practice new repertoire to improve myself as a musician. What was the point?
There were no concerts to perform these works for. My frustration with the world was bubbling
and I felt like a failure. I was having a quarter life crisis.
     Let’s back up 20 years ago to a more joyful time when my parents surprised my sister and I
with a small Casio keyboard for Christmas! This keyboard played back various types of music
and I remember listening to the classical pieces and trying to learn these pieces by ear. One of
the pieces I absolutely adored was Hungarian Dance No. 5 by Brahms. I would listen to a
small chunk, plunk out the notes, and repeat until I could play every single note. I was hooked.
     These little curiosities in music cultivated into larger projects throughout the years and even
transferred over to my non- musical projects. I didn’t realize it at the time but I was building
resilience and confidence at such a young age. I was not very interested in many topics at
school other than music, but fast forward many years later, and now I’m interested in
everything around me and desire to learn how everything works. I think I have music to thank.
During my crisis I started taking inventory of my skills in order to search for a new
pandemic-safe job, and I was constantly reaching dead-ends. I had a vast variety of interests
but quickly realized that my interests were in everything -- except in something that was
employable. I don’t think my interests in genealogy and plants were going to get me hired!
     So I signed up for some classes to learn new skills and possibly set foot in a new direction.
When I wasn’t studying, I was taking on more challenges with music but this time they were
with an entirely new instrument -- the pipe organ. I found some fabulous organ music to learn
but I struggled greatly because of my inability to coordinate my feet with my hands. While this
challenge was frustrating, I stuck with it and celebrated my small successes. Before I knew it, I

Advent and Christmas Highlights:
Thursdays at 7pm - Holden Evening Prayer
Saturday December 11th - Christmas Caroling at 11am
Sunday December 12th- Worship with Mini-Cantata
Sunday December 19th- Worship with Children’s Program
Sunday December 19th- 5pm - Blue Christmas
December 24- Christmas Eve Worship at 5 and 10:30pm with Holy Communion
December 25- 9am Worship with Holy Communion
December 26- 9am Lessons and Carols Worship. Wear your Pajamas! You're invited to
wear your pajamas to worship on December 26th as we gather around to hear stories and
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was finally able to play some of my favorite organ music. These small wins gave me hope
during the pandemic and rebuilt my relationship with music all over again.
     From time to time fellow parishioners thank me for sharing my “gift” with them and lately
I’ve been questioning what this truly means? In my eyes, being “gifted” means to be a prodigy
and the greatest prodigy I’ve heard of was Mozart who was already a genius from the age of 3!
I was not a prodigy by any means, but still I knew from a young age that I had a special
connection with music. There’s really no word that can describe the relationship. All I knew
was that music brought me a sense of peace so I finished one piece and started the next.
Unlike with sports, there was no limit in music. My former piano teacher used to tell all of her
students that sports would come and go, but music was for a lifetime. I never truly understood
what she meant at the time...
     When my life reached a turbulent moment, I placed my fate in the hands of God and all the
roads led me back to music and eventually to Emanuel. I’ve arrived at the realization that while
many of my hobbies started and ended, music still stayed a constant in my life. I finally
understood what my piano teacher meant! Another realization I had was that the real “gift” of
music is the ability to overcome challenges over and over again. The more you practice this
skill the more confident you become in your ability to learn mostly anything you set your heart
out to learn. Hopefully this month you will be able to find something that challenges you and
fulfills your sense of peace too!
     -Vanessa Kwiatkowski

Emanuel Lutheran Church Council Meeting - October 18, 2021
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Carey Plummer at 6:30 p.m.
Devotions:  Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes led devotions with reference to Paul’s letter to the
Philippians, Chapter 4: 6-7.  Volunteers to lead devotions are as follows:  November – Laura
Ellis-Kruse, December – Deanna McCabe.
Council Members in Attendance:  Carey Plummer, Joan Collier, Julie Kohout, Pastor Janine,
Joe Knepley, Kyle Borstelman, Denise Etzler, Andrea Van Gilder, Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes, Kelli
Burkhardt, Ron Wiechers, Joe Kohout, Laura Ellis-Kruse.
September Meeting Minutes – Joan Collier – Minutes from the September 20, 2021
meeting were emailed to be pre-read prior to the meeting.  Denise Etzler moved, Kyle
Borstelman seconded the motion, to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried.
Treasurer – Julie Kohout – Income, Expense and Budget reports along with financial (cash)
balances were emailed prior to the meeting along with the giving comparison report.  Julie
reported no concerns at this point. Kelli Burkhardt moved, Joe Knepley seconded the motion,
to approve the financial reports as presented.  Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Janine Shearer – Christ the King Sunday, November 21, will be
observed with a hymn sing on the Sunday before the beginning of Advent. My Heart Shall Sing
will be the theme for Advent Sundays. Holden Evening Prayer will guide the Advent Thursday
evening services. A Digital Christmas Card to include a picture and/or a greeting to share with
your Emanuel family will again be produced. A mini cantata centered on the hymn, Silent
Night, will be a part of our worship service on December 12. The children’s Christmas program
will take place during the worship service on December 19. The young worshippers will share
the Christmas story with songs they have learned. Blue Christmas will take place at 5:00 p.m.
on December 19.  We will read scripture, light candles, hear music, and just be together in the
midst of whatever life has thrown our way. Christmas Eve, December 24, we will gather at 5pm
and 10:30 pm to worship and celebrate Holy Communion with a lot of hymns sung throughout
the services. Christmas Day, December 25, we will gather at 9am to celebrate Jesus Christ is
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born and Holy Communion as well. Sunday, December 26, will be Lessons and Carols.  Wear
your pajamas and stick around for hot chocolate.
Property Board  – Joe Knepley, Kyle Borstelman – We are still waiting to hear from Kitchen
Center as to when the materials are in and the coffee prep room work can be completed.
Work on the North entrance and the upper and lower stairways is more cosmetic; will need
filler and be resealed.  Painting is estimated at $300 - $400; total cost of the project will be
approximately $600 - $700. Security cameras have been investigated; looking at five cameras
for a total cost of approximately $900 - $1000.  Video tape will be around the clock with a fee
of $100 annually and can be back tracked for five years. Ron Wiechers moved, Julie Kohout
seconded the motion, to proceed with the security cameras. Jack Robbins is resigning by the
end of the year; he will be available to work with the new custodian. We will advertise the
position internally first in the newsletter; a job description is available for interested individuals.
Congregational Life Board – Denise Etzler, Andrea Van Gilder – September Caring Corner
resulted in receipt of 733 diapers and 335 pull-ups. November Caring Corner will be for the
benefit of Christmas Cheer. They will be accepting monetary donations only as too many
canned goods were expired that were received in past collections.
December Caring Corner will be for the benefit of families represented on the Angel Tree.
WELCA held their final meeting early in October. World relief kits, mission offerings, etc. will
be absorbed by Congregational Life Board. 
Education Board – Deanna McCabe and Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes – Bibles have been ordered
for second and fifth graders and will be presented on Sunday, November 14. Practices are
taking place for the Children’s Christmas Program; December 12 will be a dress rehearsal
during the Sunday School hour. Christmas program bags will be made for the participants.
There will be no Sunday School on December 26 and January 2; classes will resume Jan. 9.
Doctrine & Worship Board – Joe Kohout, Laura Ellis-Kruse – Mary Rohrbaugh has agreed
to be the nominee to serve replacing Joe Kohout for 2022 and 2023. Mission offering will be
received in November. Altar Guild which was previously with WELCA will come under the
Doctrine & Worship Board.
Old Business – Salary status for the Organist and Music Coordinator was discussed. 
Vanessa is currently working thirty hours per week effective October 1. The Mutual Relations
Committee will do her evaluation. The Synod recommends 3% as salary increases for
employees.  This percent comes as a result of our Synod being low in the area. Denise Etzler
moved, Laura Ellis-Kruse seconded the motion, to approve the 3% increase for Vanessa
effective January 1, 2022.
Finance Board – Kelli Burkhardt, Ron Wiechers – The proposed budget for 2022 was
reviewed.  Joan Collier moved, Joe Kohout seconded the motion, to present the proposed
budget at the congregational meeting on October 31. Motion carried. Ron indicated the
devotions/mail box will be retired and Terry Hershberger has volunteered to make a new one
of stainless steel.
Congregation Council – Carey Plummer – The following recommendations will be presented
to the congregation for their approval at the October 31 meeting: Kelli Burkhardt moved,
Denise Etzler seconded the motion, to appoint Julie Kohout as Treasurer for 2022 and 2023. 
Motion carried. Laura Ellis-Kruse moved, Joe Kohout seconded the motion, to nominate Kelli
Burkhardt as Finance Board member for 2022 and 2023.  Motion carried. Ron Wiechers term
on the  Audit Committee is expiring. Kyle Borstelman moved, Denise Etzler seconded the
motion, to nominate Ed Biederstedt to serve the 3 year term for this position. Motion carried.
The Nominating Committee requires two members from Council. Laura Ellis-Kruse moved,
Kyle Borstelman seconded the motion, to nominate Jeff Mires and Denise Etzler for 2022. 
Motion carried.
New Business – Carey Plummer – Wendy Schroeder’s term on the Endowment Committee
is expiring; Chris Peper has agreed to serve in that position.
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The Nominating Committee submits the following slate of officers:
President-Elect – Kari Ashbaugh
Worship & Doctrine – Mary Rohrbaugh
Congregational Life – Denise Etzler
Education – Kara Behnfeldt
Property – Joe Knepley
Ron Wiechers moved, Julie Kohout seconded the motion, to accept the slate as
presented by the Nominating Committee.  Motion carried.

Adjournment – Joe Kohout moved, Kelli Burkhardt seconded the motion, to adjourn the
meeting.  Motion carried.  The meeting was closed at 8:00 p.m. with a blessing by Pastor
Janine and the Lord’s Prayer.

REMINDER: All new church council members are invited to attend the council meeting on
Monday, December 20  at 6:30pm.th

Mutual Relations Committee Meeting 11/8/2021
Attendance: Pastor Janine, Lenny Sonnenberg, Lisa Walker, Phyllis Kloos
Pastor led the meeting with a devotion and blessing. Lenny distributed current copies of all
Staff Job Descriptions (Custodian, Church Secretary, Bell Choir Director, Music Director) for
our files. All Staff Job Descriptions are up to date and have been approved by Church Council
and Staff signed copies are kept in the Church Secretary’s office files.
Lisa distributed Self Evaluation and Staff Evaluation forms and everyone thanked her for her
work on these and approved them. It was decided these would be distributed to each Staff
Member and the Board to whom they report to be completed and returned to their direct report
Board at Pentecost. The Mutual Relations Committee would then review their Evaluations with
each Staff member and the signed copy saved in their employee files in the church
Secretary’s office.
Pastor informed the group that a member in attendance at church on Sunday (Nov. 7) had
tested positive for Covid 19 but was doing OK. Grief Space group will meet on 11/9 am and
11/16 pm; meals will be provided. Catechism students are meeting weekly; first Sunday of the
month for ‘Dinner Church’ and then during the Sunday School hour on other Sundays. Advent
plans are made including Holden Evening Prayer, Mini Cantata, Children’s Program, Blue
Christmas Service, 2 services on Christmas Eve, one service on Christmas morning, and
Sunday Service on 12/26. Thanksgiving Eve service will not be held at Emanuel. Two Bible
studies are available, Wednesday and Thursday. Pastor will be keeping Thursday evening
Service beyond Thanksgiving for at least awhile as attendance numbers remain high.
Being no further business, the meeting was closed with a Blessing by Pastor Janine.
Next meeting will be Monday January 10, 2022 at 4:30pm.
Respectfully submitted, Phyllis Kloos

What does the Mutual Relations Committee Do?
As a reminder the “purpose of the Mutual Relations Committee is to be a safe space to
explore new ideas, share feedback on the things that have taken place since the Pastor has
met with the committee, gain a general pulse for the congregation that the Pastor may not be
aware of and to discern together where God is moving in their midst.”
According to Emanuel’s Constitution, “the Mutual Relations Committee that succeeds the
Transition Team… is to support and pray with the new pastor, and facilitate ministry within the
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congregation.  The Mutual Relations Committee continues to serve Emanuel as a liaison
between the Pastor and the Boards, Congregation Council, congregation members and other
church employees.” “After the initial year the Pastor will meet with the committee on a
quarterly basis.” Our committee member terms are for one, two and three years commencing
with year one on September 10, 2020; the technical year actually begins on April 1, 2021. 
One of us will ‘go off’ the committee in April of 2022 and a new member will be named.

FILLING HOME
     Thank you to all who donated baked goods for the Filling Home Fall Fling. Even though we
couldn’t have the full Fling with outside vendors and the silent auction, we still were able to
raise over $52,000! It will be used for the Filling Home’s transportation needs. A thank you
also goes out to Rita Schweinhagen and Denise Etzler for helping that day and to all those
who let me put signs in their yard. We couldn’t do this without all the help from the people at
Emanuel.

Carol Dille

#GIVINGTUESDAY
For those of you who are unfamiliar with this day, it is an international event that started

in 2012. Traditionally, Giving Tuesday refers to the Tuesday after Thanksgiving here in the
United States. It is a day of charitable giving at the beginning of the Christmas and holiday
season.
     This year, #GivingTuesday kicks off on November 30, 2021. In the past, your generous
support has greatly impacted the lives of the individuals served by Filling Homes. Funds raised
for Giving Tuesday, 2021 will be used to purchase a kiln and special pottery wheel to be
utilized by Soaring Pottery (the new Adult Day Service Program of Filling Homes), as well as
new flooring for the kitchen and dining rooms at our Cardinal & Egly homes in Williams
County. Any funds raised above what is needed for these projects, will go into our
Transportation Fund which impacts every single individual we serve. Every act of generosity
counts! 
     While these projects come with a substantial price tag, Filling Homes has partnered with
Ray & Marie Cox who are committed to match the first $5,000.00 raised. With this generous
donation, we have the chance to double your gift. You may visit www.fillinghome.org to make
an online donation. If you choose to make a gift online, please be sure to note that it is for
Giving Tuesday.

Denise Etzler, Filling Home Representative

CHRISTMAS CAROLING will take place on December 11th at 11am. Contact Carol
Castello with any questions. Come make a joyful noise as we prepare to celebrate God with
us! 

SALVATION ARMY BELL-RINGERS
Yes, it is time for our bell ringers to come forward! Saturday, December 18, is the day that we
need to find some ringers. We need 2 people at each of the 2 doors at Wal-Mart. There are 2
hour slots, beginning at 10:00 a.m. and ending at 4:00 p.m. Sign up online (link in email) or
outside the office. The pandemic has increased the needs of the Salvation Army. Please
consider giving 2 hours on this date!
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM – The annual children’s Christmas program
will be held during the worship service on Sunday, December 19. Practice has already begun
as the children learn the words to songs as well as practicing the Rainbow Bells. A special
treat during this time will be some of our young pianists will play some songs they have been
learning! Come and support our youth! After the program, the children will receive Christmas
bags before they go home. Please call me if you have any questions. Denise Etzler

CHRISTMAS COOKIES NEEDED: On Sunday, December 26, we will gather
downstairs after the church service to enjoy a time of fellowship. Coffee and hot chocolate will
be available. Please feel free to bring some baked goods for us to enjoy! Remember that you
are allowed to wear your pajamas to church this Sunday! Extended families that are visiting
are welcome!!!

SUNDAY SCHOOL – There will be no Sunday School held from December 19-January
2nd. Classes will resume again on January 9th. Sunday School will begin at 10am starting
January 9 . th

Hello friends!
     As we enter the Advent and Christmas season, many congregations and ministries will be
looking for different service projects they can do that are COVID safe. Here is an opportunity
to send Holiday cards to individuals sitting on death row, sponsored by intercommunity Justice
and Peace Center, (IJPC). "IJPC" is in the process of writing all of our holiday cards for those
on death row. Here is their email. 

Send a Holiday Card to Someone On Death Row
     The holiday season is a time for gathering and creating space and time for the people you
care deeply about in your life. For someone on death row, the holiday season is a little
different. Visitation is not always easy and it can be expensive for families who face financial
hardship. This year, the NoDeathPenaltyOH coalition asks that you take the time to send a
card to someone on death row to let them know they are not forgotten. 
     You could randomly pick a person off of the list or gather a group of friends and write cards
to each person on the list. Here are some tips and guidelines for card writing:
1. Use only white envelopes. No last name in signing card or return address.
2. Do not send cards that sing, have flaps, layers or glitter.
3. When addressing cards use this format:

James White
#A210-762
Chillicothe Correctional Institute
P.O. Box 5500
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601

4. To save on postage, you can put each individually enveloped and addressed card in one
larger envelope when you mail it to the prison. 

5. Find inexpensive cards at Goodwill or make them on your own. 
     Included in the link is a list of those on death row with their addresses.
(https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eStJrwi081vkG6W8cSybhqx4fFiA3dcLjeKtgQV0Bg
c/edit#gid=0)  You can sit with a group of people and enjoy treats while everyone signs a card.
This helps people feel like they are not forgotten.
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CARING CORNER
    We were able to donate 62 coats to the annual “Coats for Kids” campaign. Many of them
were brand-new coats. All of them were warm and in wonderful condition! Thank you for all
your generosity!
     In December, we have our Angel Tree. The Angel Tree will be in place on November 28.
We have been given 9 families with a total of 21 children. Please choose an angel (or two) off
the tree. All angels must be claimed from the tree by Sunday, December 12. Purchase the gift,
wrap it, and lightly tape the angel back on the gift. All gifts need to be returned by Thursday,
December 16. 
     We want to encourage you to place new mittens/gloves, hats, and scarves on the tree to
decorate it after the angels are gone! Let’s give some families the gift of warm hands and
faces as we distribute the items to families who need them in January!
     We are excited to be able to help these families have a merry Christmas this year! Many of
you reached out to let us know that you missed having the Angel Tree last year as it has
become part of your family’s traditions at Christmas. Please let us know if you have any
questions!
     If you are aware of an opportunity for Caring Corner to help with, please come to us with
your ideas!

Denise Etzler/Andrea Van Gilder
Congregational Life

Membership News
Beloveds who have died:
    Please remember in your prayers the families of these members of our Emanuel family who
entered into the Church triumphant:
     Irene H. Cordes died on October 25. A funeral service was held at Emanuel on Monday,
November 1.
     Kim Casteel died on November 14. A private funeral service was held at Emanuel.

       g Thank you so much to everyone for your prayers and condolences
        with the passing of our mom and grandma, Donnie Daman.
       The ladies of the church did a wonderful job as they always do!
       Pastor Janine's visit and guidance, as well as Vanessa's beautiful
       music, helped us in our celebration of our mom's well - lived life!

-The family of Donnie Daman

g Dear Members of Emanuel WELCA, Thank you for supporting the mission of Filling Homes
with your generous gift.

-Carol Slight

g Dear Members of Emanuel WELCA, Thank you for your support to PiLLars of Success.
Your donation will help us reach out to people of Henry County without housing, offer
transitional housing, and provide avenues for them to obtain the skills needed to live
independent, successful lives.

-PiLLars of Success, Board of Directors
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Altar Flowers  

December 5 – Janice Rohrs
December 12 – Mary Wesche and family in memory of Greg Wesche & Orv & Donnie Daman
December 19 – Jeff Mires in memory of Julie
December 26 – Steve & Phyllis Kloos in honor of their 48  wedding anniversaryth

º OPEN DATES IN JANUARY 2, 9, 23, 30 »

To reserve altar flowers...   Sign up on the flower chart in the narthex or call the church office.
Be careful when you sign up for flowers so that it is clear which date you are reserving.
Our flowers are done by Ivy League Floral & Design Studio on West Washington Street.  The
cost is $20.  Make checks payable to Emanuel Lutheran Church.  If you have special orders
for your flowers (certain colors, a larger arrangement, etc.), please contact Kori Ratliff at Ivy
League.  If your order is beyond the $20, please pay the shop directly.
     Please put the used plastic containers in which the altar flowers come in the church office
to be recycled.

(Flower vases.........please leave the white ceramic vases on the altar.)

Just a reminder....  
When you have flowers on the altar, please remember to take them home after the worship
service. If you have not picked them up they will be removed on Wednesday.

A Space to Grieve

Carol Castello and Pastor Janine invite those of you who are grieving to a time to check in,
hear scripture, and share stories on December 7  at 10am (with lunch included) andth

December 13  at 7pm in the Bible Study room (with dinner provided beforehand at 6:30).th

You do not need to RSVP but please let us know if you plan to attend and have any dietary
restrictions. As the Honduran proverb goes, "Grief shared is half grief. Joy shared is double
joy." Let us hold some of your grief for you.
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Worship - 9:00 am

In person - Online Facebook
Thursday Worship - 7:00 pm

In person only

Communion Services
First Sunday of the month - 9:00 am
In person or 10:15-11 am Drive thru

Third Thursday of the month - 7:00 pm

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday - 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Pastor
Rev. Janine Shearer
330-524-2552 or jshearer520@gmail.com
Parish Secretary
Maxine Eickhoff
Organist & Music Coordinator
Vanessa Kwiatkowski
Bell Choir Director
Bill Panning
Living Spirit Director
Holly Mohring
Custodian
Janitor Jack Robbins
Altar Guild Chairman
Julie Callaway
Prayer Chair Co-ordinator
Phyllis Kloos (419-260-6582 or
phyllis_kloos@yahoo.com)
Women of the ELCA President
Rita Schweinhagen

2021 Church Council
President - Carey Plummer
President-Elect - Jeff Mires
Secretary - Joan Collier 
Treasurer - Julie Kohout
Doctrine & Worship Board
Joe Kohout & Laura Ellis-Kruse
Congregational Life
Denise Etzler & Andrea Van Gilder
Board of Education
Deanna McCabe & Kaitlin Rohrs-Cordes
Properties Board
Joe Knepley & Kyle Borstelman
Finance Board
Kelli Burkhardt & Ron Wiechers

Remember our members in nursing homes
and assisted living facilities in your prayers
and with cards, letters, but no visits at this
time:
Lutheran Home 
(1036 S. Perry St.,
Napoleon)

Marg Lanzer
Alpine Village
(1032 S. Perry St.,
Napoleon)
Glenn Park Assisted Living
(2429 William Diehl Ct,
Defiance, OH 43512)
Laurels of Defiance 
(1701 S. Jefferson Ave.
Defiance, OH 43512)
Van Crest Health Center
(600 E Joe E Brown Ave,
Holgate, OH 43527)
Orchards of Northcrest 
(240 Northcrest Drive,
Napoleon, OH 43545)

October 2021 Offerings
10/1/2021 through 10/31/2021

Bell Choir  50.00
Building Fund        2,310.00
Christmas Cheer  25.00
Endowment Fund           807.59
Flowers           120.00
General Fund 21,227.00
Good Samaritan Fund           550.00
Memorial       50.00
Music      325.00
Outreach Ministry       87.88
Soul Food        40.00
Sunday School         64.00
Thrivent Choice      163.00
Vanco Processing        11.25
World Hunger      155.00
Youth Ministry      300.00
   
TOTAL OFFERINGS 26,285.72

October 2021 Attendance
Worship - In-person - 604
On-line - estimated amount - 122 
Communed - 112
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To Robe or Not to Robe

     I’ve gotten a few questions recently about why I haven’t worn a robe, and why the acolytes
are not wearing robes either, so let’s talk about it!

     I understand robes to be an outward sign of our baptisms. Many of us wore white gowns
when we were baptized as babies. Some were passed down from generation to generation or
made out of a family wedding dress. Robes have been worn by clergy, acolytes, choirs, and
other worship leaders over the years. Ultimately they are all a sign of our baptisms.

     For me, it doesn’t make sense for me to be wearing a robe as a sign of my baptism when
none of the rest of you are. My internship supervisor always reminded me that ordination adds
nothing to baptism. I am no more baptized than anyone else. I wear my clergy collar and stole
as signs of the office of Pastor. As a Lutheran, we believe in the priesthood of all believers.
That means that all of us are just as baptized as each other period and just as beloved as
each other. it makes sense to me that if we're going to wear baptismal garments we will all
wear baptismal garments.

     I was already thinking along these lines when I read “Dear Church” by Lenny Duncan. He
wrote a love letter to the Church, specifically the ELCA, naming what he's experienced as a
black man in this denomination. He mentioned that in Westerns the good guys always wore
the white hats and the bad guys always wore the black hats. One of the things that he brings
up is that we have many things in our worship spaces that are white that signify purity. Some
of the only times that we use black pieces in worship is throughout Lent and on Good Friday.
While we of course are not consciously doing this, it feeds into our idea that what is good in
black is bad. It really struck me on the anniversary of the martyrdom of the Emanuel 9 as I
wore a white robe and named our complacency as a denomination that allowed one of our
young people to take the lives of nine beloveds because of the color of their skin. This was the
final icing on the cake for me. If I can do one small thing like this to change our unconscious
bias, then that's what I'm going to do.

     Overall, my theory is that if we have a reason to do something and it makes sense we can
keep doing it. If we don't have a reason good reason, we are free to stop. For one or three or
ten people in a worship service to be wearing an outward sign of their baptism when everyone
else is not just doesn't make sense to me.

     Thanks so much for asking me why I do what I do! I’m pretty intentional about everything,
so there is usually a reason! Thanks for loving each other so well!

     Peace,
     Pastor Janine

Attention All boards!
Please have your Annual Reports

in the church office by
December 31!
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