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Third Sunday of Easter

April 18, 2021

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to
life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled
waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of
cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share
your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given
all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us
with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC

"Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds"

FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19
[Peter] addressed the people, “You
Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or
why do you stare at us, as though by our
own power or piety we had made him
walk?13 The God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of
our ancestors has glorified his servant
Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected
in the presence of Pilate, though he had
decided to release him. 14But you rejected
the Holy and Righteous One and asked to
have a murderer given to you, 15and you
killed the Author of life, whom God raised
from the dead. To this we are witnesses.
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And by faith in his name, his name itself
has made this man strong, whom you see
and know; and the faith that is through
Jesus has given him this perfect health in
the presence of all of you.
17
“And now, friends, I know that you acted
in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In
this way God fulfilled what he had foretold
through all the prophets, that his Messiah
would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn
to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 4
Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause;
you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my prayer.
2
“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory;
how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?”
3
Know that the Lord does wonders | for the faithful;
the Lord will hear me | when I call.
4
Tremble, then, and | do not sin;
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.
5
Offer the appointed | sacrifices,
and put your trust | in the Lord.
6
Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?”
Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O Lord.
7
You have put gladness | in my heart,
more than when grain and | wine abound.
8
In peace, I will lie | down and sleep;
for you alone, O Lord, make me | rest secure.
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SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7
See what love the Father has given us,
that we should be called children of God;
and that is what we are. The reason the
world does not know us is that it did not
know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children
now; what we will be has not yet been
revealed. What we do know is this: when
he is revealed, we will be like him, for we
will see him as he is. 3And all who have this
hope in him purify themselves, just as he is
pure.
4
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of
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lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know
that he was revealed to take away sins, and
in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides
in him sins; no one who sins has either
seen him or known him. 7Little children, let
no one deceive you. Everyone who does
what is right is righteous, just as he is
righteous.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35
Now on that same day two of them were
going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking
with each other about all these things that
had happened. 15While they were talking
and discussing, Jesus himself came near
and went with them, 16but their eyes were
kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to
them, "What are you discussing with each
other while you walk along?" They stood
still, looking sad. 18Then one of them,
whose name was Cleopas, answered him,
"Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem
who does not know the things that have
taken place there in these days?" 19He
asked them, "What things?" They replied,
"The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who
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was a prophet mighty in deed and word
before God and all the people, 20and how
our chief priests and leaders handed him
over to be condemned to death and
crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he
was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and
besides all this, it is now the third day since
these things took place. 22Moreover, some
women of our group astounded us. They
were at the tomb early this morning, 23and
when they did not find his body there, they
came back and told us that they had indeed
seen a vision of angels who said that he
was alive. 24Some of those who were with
us went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said; but they did not see him."
25
Then he said to them, "Oh, how foolish
2

you are, and how slow of heart to believe
all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it
not necessary that the Messiah should
suffer these things and then enter into his
glory?" 27Then beginning with Moses and all
the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures.
28
As they came near the village to which
they were going, he walked ahead as if he
were going on. 29But they urged him
strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is
almost evening and the day is now nearly
over." So he went in to stay with them.
30
When he was at the table with them, he
took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave
it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened,

and they recognized him; and he vanished
from their sight. 32They said to each other,
"Were not our hearts burning within us
while he was talking to us on the road,
while he was opening the scriptures to us?"
33
That same hour they got up and returned
to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven
and their companions gathered together.
34
They were saying, "The Lord has risen
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!"
35
Then they told what had happened on the
road, and how he had been made known to
them in the breaking of the bread.
The Gospel of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

"Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing"

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.

Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering. Open our
hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies repentance
and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your love and delight.
Heal your creation where it is in need of restoration. Provide all the inhabitants of earth a
peaceful and sustainable home. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you for guidance
and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give your lovingkindness to
national, state, and local leaders of people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress. Grant to
those who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to health and
wholeness, especially we remember those in our hearts and minds. Be close to the hearts of
the lonely. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of God.
Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become more and more like you
in our mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We thank you
for their lives among us. Assure us of the peace you have promised, that we may join them in
everlasting life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
BENEDICTION
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS010868. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A732883 as well as CCLI License #20269444.
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This week please hold in prayer: Karl & Oneta Wiechers, Mary Lou Zwiebel, Rick Ford,
Paul Mowery, Juanita Clausen, Karen Fruth, for all those on our hearts and minds, and for
peace in our nation and the whole world.
BIBLE STUDY: Next weeks readings are: First Reading: Genesis 2:23--3:7, Psalm 23,
Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24, Gospel: John 10:11-18. Please join us weekly on
Wednesday at 6:00 pm on Zoom. We discuss the texts for the upcoming Sunday. Some
guiding questions are: what sticks out, what are you noticing, and what is challenging you in
this text. We have a lot of fun and learn some, too! We would love for you to join us! You can
join host Carey Plummer and Pastor Janine Shearer a little before the hour by entering the
following information on the Zoom page: Meeting #817 3901 3743 and Password: church12.
No need to be a Bible scholar!! Just have your Bible handy!!
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JOIN US in reading the New Testament in chronological order in 2021! This week's readings
are:
April 18: Matthew 9
April 22: Matthew 13
April 19: Matthew 10
April 23: Matthew 14
April 20: Matthew 11
April 24: Matthew 15
April 21: Matthew 12
Chicken and Rib BBQ
Together We Can Make A Difference Initiatives is sponsoring a Chicken and Rib Barbecue
Monday, April 19th, from 12 noon to 6 p.m. in the alley beside the Learning Center at 720 N.
Perry. (please enter the alley from North Perry). For $8 you may have either Chicken or Ribs
with a bag of chips, applesauce, and a dinner roll or meat only for $6. Tickets may be
purchased ahead of time, but drive-thru’s are welcome. To reserve your dinners, call Kelli
Burkhardt at 419-579-0199 or email togethernwoh@gmail.com. Chicken & Ribs prepared by
Port-A-Pit BBQ from Edgerton, Ohio.
Drive Through Communion and Car Parade
On April 25th we will have drive through communion and a car parade to celebrate our
confirmands. Enter off Clinton Street and greet our confirmands. Then head to the Northeast
corner of the building where Pastor Janine will be waiting to serve you communion. Bring your
own elements if you would like (we have extras if not).
GENACROSS ADOPT-A-THON
Please donate a plush or stuffed animal that Genacross Lutheran Services will use in a pet
shop format. The residents will be able to shop for, and adopt, an animal of their choosing.
Each animal will come with a plaque containing a fun history and character traits of their new
pet! You can put a donated stuffed animal in the mailbox behind the church. If you desire,
monetary donations will also be accepted. Send monies to the church office and someone will
do the shopping for you! Donations are due May 5. Thank you for your willingness to bring
some fun to the senior citizens of our community! Any questions, call Denise Etzler at 814389-2973.
Offering
If you are interested, you may sign up for Simply Giving through Vanco by contacting treasurer
Julie Kohout, or send your offering to Emanuel Lutheran Church, PO Box 501, Napoleon, OH
43545. Please do not send cash in the mail!
Available now, Mobile and OnLine Donations
GivePlus Mobile App
1. Download the free GivePlus app from the App Store or Google Play.
2. Find our church by our zip code 43545 or by searching for the name of our church.
GivePlus Online
1. Visit our website at EmanuelNapoleon.org
2. Locate the link Give at the top of the page.
You can make a one-time contribution or a recurring gift. Any questions, please contact Julie
Kohout.
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