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PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer. Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is
full of compassion.
Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we
have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us
alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world
you so love. Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are forgiven, and God remembers them no
more. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers.
Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
The days are surely coming, says the
Lord, when I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and the house of Judah.
32
It will not be like the covenant that I made
with their ancestors when I took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though
I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But
this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will

31

write it on their hearts; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people. 34No
longer shall they teach one another, or say
to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they
shall all know me, from the least of them to
the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive
their iniquity, and remember their sin no
more.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 51:1-12
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
2
Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.
3
For I know | my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.
5
Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
6
Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.
7
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
8
Let me hear | joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
9
Hide your face | from my sins,
and blot out | all my wickedness.
10
Create in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
11
Cast me not away | from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of | your salvation
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10
Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a
high priest, but was appointed by the one
who said to him,
“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”;
6
as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of
Melchizedek.”
7
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up
prayers and supplications, with loud cries
and tears, to the one who was able to save
5

him from death, and he was heard because
of his reverent submission. 8Although he
was a Son, he learned obedience through
what he suffered; 9and having been made
perfect, he became the source of eternal
salvation for all who obey him, 10having
been designated by God a high priest
according to the order of Melchizedek.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: John 12:20-33
Now among those who went up to worship
at the festival were some Greeks. 21They
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in
Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to
see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew;
then Andrew and Philip went and told
Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour
has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a

20

grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,
it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life
lose it, and those who hate their life in this
world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever
serves me must follow me, and where I am,
there will my servant be also. Whoever
serves me, the Father will honor.
27
“Now my soul is troubled. And what
2

sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of
this world; now the ruler of this world will be
driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from
the earth, will draw all people to myself.”
33
He said this to indicate the kind of death
he was to die.

should I say—‘Father, save me from this
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have
come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”
29
The crowd standing there heard it and
said that it was thunder. Others said, “An
angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus
answered, “This voice has come for your

The Gospel of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON
SPECIAL MUSIC

"My Song Is Love Unknown"

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your church a
community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people courage to forgive; through
them show the world new possibilities. Bless ministries of repentance and reconciliation. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your presence, and
you call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather that prepares the soil for seeds;
protect all from violent storms, flooding, and wildfires. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world to shape
communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them creativity to work for
the welfare of all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know your
presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing of mind or body,
those who are dying, and all who grieve. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in discipleship. Equip
children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and learning ministries. Give us your
truth and wisdom and teach us to follow Jesus. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who have given us
words to worship you. With all those who have died in Christ, bring us into life everlasting.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
BENEDICTION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS010868. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A732883 as well as CCLI License #20269444.
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This week please hold in prayer: Karl & Oneta Wiechers, Mary Lou Zwiebel, Rick Ford, for
all those on our hearts and minds, and for peace in our nation and the whole world.
BIBLE STUDY: Next weeks readings are: Processional Gospel: Mark 11:1-11, First
Reading: Zechariah 9:9-10, Psalm 118:26-29, Gospel: Mark 14:1-9. Please join us weekly on
Wednesday at 6:00 pm on Zoom. We discuss the texts for the upcoming Sunday. Some
guiding questions are: what sticks out, what are you noticing, and what is challenging you in
this text. We have a lot of fun and learn some, too! We would love for you to join us! You can
join host Carey Plummer and Pastor Janine Shearer a little before the hour by entering the
following information on the Zoom page: Meeting #817 3901 3743 and Password: church12.
No need to be a Bible scholar!! Just have your Bible handy!!
JOIN US in reading the New Testament in chronological order in 2021! This week's readings
are:
March 21: Mark 5
March 25: Mark 9
March 22: Mark 6
March 26: Mark 10:1-31
March 23: Mark 7
March 27: Mark 10:32-52
March 24: Mark 8
Lenten Micro Practices
 Folding Prayer - 3-22 - Day 29 - PRAY
Fold paper cranes (or other origami) and pray for someone. If you are able, give them
what you created. Follow the link bit.ly/FoldingPrayer (or scan the qr code) for some easy
origami instructions. Located in the Lenten Micro Practices Booklet.
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Go Green - 3-23 - Day 30 - FAST
How can you reduce your waste today? Find ways to use cloth instead of paper products,
reusable instead of single-use products, purchase items with eco-friendly packaging.
 Appreciate - 3-24 - Day 31 - GIVE
Leave a note in your mailbox or some treats on the front porch for the folks who bring
the mail and deliver packages. It’s easy to take for granted how the world can be shipped to
our doorsteps and not stop to notice all those who make it happen.
 Act of Kindness - 3-25 - Day 32 - MORE
Perform a random act of kindness for another person today. If you need ideas for what to
do check out randomactsofkindness.org.
 Jesus Prayer - 3-26 - Day 33 - PRAY
Recite the Jesus prayer 10 times, either in one sitting or throughout the course of the
day: “Lord Jesus Christ, son of God, have mercy on me a sinner.” For children, it can be as
simple as “Jesus loves me and my neighbor.”
 Detach - 3-27- Day 34 - FAST
Set aside what you find yourself attached to for the day. It could be your phone, books,
video games, etc. What space does this open up for you?
 A Break - 3-28 - Palm Sunday - GIVE
Who do you know who needs a break, and how can you give them one? You could offer
a run to the store, babysitting, sweeping/shoveling, or even a small gift card.


Tentative Holy Week 2021 Schedule
 Palm Sunday- We will gather in the parking lot for a Palm Procession at 8:30am. You are
welcome to walk around the building (distanced) or to stay in your cars and honk your horns!
Worship will continue at 9am (online if red, inside if orange or yellow).
 Maundy Thursday- Dinner Church is one of my favorite things and I will be sharing it with
you online! We will eat together, share stories about important meals in our lives, do a liturgy
for remembrance of communion, and witness the stripping of the altar. You are invited to make
spaghetti so that we are all eating the same thing and have bread, water, a candle and a Bible
for the remembrance of communion. If you need spaghetti and sauce, reach out and we can
provide it. For the best experience, gather on zoom (it will be shared to Facebook, but it won’t
be as fun there).
 Good Friday- A community worship service will be available on Facebook at noon. If we are
orange, there will also be a service in person at 7pm.
 Easter Sunday- We will gather at Meyerholtz Park (1799 W Riverview) at 7am for Sunrise
Easter Worship including Holy Communion. Bring a chair and dress for the weather.
 If we are red- Easter worship will be on Facebook and Zoom at 9am with drive thru
communion from 10-11am. Bring your own elements if you would like!
 If we are orange or yellow- Easter Worship will be at 9am and 11am. Attendance is limited
to 60 people per service and therefore RSVPs are necessary. Masks are required and we ask
that you distance. Communion will be celebrated at the end of worship in the back of the
sanctuary and from 10-10:45am in the elevator room.
*Holy Week’s determination will be based on the county color as of March 25th.

Offering
If you are interested, you may sign up for Simply Giving through Vanco by contacting treasurer
Julie Kohout, or send your offering to Emanuel Lutheran Church, PO Box 501, Napoleon, OH
43545. Please do not send cash in the mail!
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Available now, Mobile and OnLine Donations
GivePlus Mobile App
1. Download the free GivePlus app from the App Store or Google Play.
2. Find our church by our zip code 43545 or by searching for the name of our church.
GivePlus Online
1. Visit our website at EmanuelNapoleon.org
2. Locate the link Give at the top of the page.
You can make a one-time contribution or a recurring gift. Any questions, please contact Julie
Kohout.
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