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Transfiguration of Our Lord
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February 11 & 14, 2021

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured
out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Holy God,
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our
hearts are burdened by sin— our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We
turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not
like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words
are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.
How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of Christ Jesus, our sins are
washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake
of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and
the Spirit’s reconciling peace. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts.
Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12
Now when the Lord was about to take
Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal.
2
Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the
Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But
Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they
went down to Bethel. 3The company of
prophets who were in Bethel came out to
Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that
today the Lord will take your master away
from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep
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silent.”
4
Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for
the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself
live, I will not leave you.” So they came to
Jericho. 5The company of prophets who
were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and
said to him, “Do you know that today the
Lord will take your master away from you?”
And he answered, “Yes, I know; be
silent.”
6
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for
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your spirit.” 10He responded, “You have
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I
am being taken from you, it will be granted
you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and
horses of fire separated the two of them,
and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into
heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying
out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel
and its horsemen!” But when he could no
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes
and tore them in two pieces.

the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself
live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them
went on. 7Fifty men of the company of
prophets also went, and stood at some
distance from them, as they both were
standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took
his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the
water; the water was parted to the one side
and to the other, until the two of them
crossed on dry ground.
9
When they had crossed, Elijah said to
Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you,
before I am taken from you.” Elisha said,
“Please let me inherit a double share of

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 50:1-6
The mighty one, God the | Lord, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting.
2
Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty,
God shines | forth in glory.
3
Our God will come and will | not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm.
4
God calls the heavens and the earth | from above
to witness the judgment | of the people.
5
“Gather before me my | loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.”
6
The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause,
for it is God | who is judge.
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SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to
those who are perishing. 4In their case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of
the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God. 5For we do not
proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus
Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves
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for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said,
“Let light shine out of darkness,” who has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter
and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. And
he was transfigured before them, 3and his
clothes became dazzling white, such as no
one on earth could bleach them. 4And there

2

appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who
were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here;
let us make three dwellings, one for you,
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did
not know what to say, for they were
2

terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed
them, and from the cloud there came a
voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen
to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked
around, they saw no one with them any
more, but only Jesus.
9
As they were coming down the mountain,

he ordered them to tell no one about what
they had seen, until after the Son of Man
had risen from the dead.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON
SPECIAL MUSIC

"Alleluia, Song of Gladness"

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all people in need.
A brief silence.

For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near, and for all
who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep; mountains,
clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in our
stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security
guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they witness
to mercy and justice throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all who suffer this day especially we remember those in our hearts and minds, that Christ
our healer transform sickness into health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement into
consolation, and suffering into peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones who cannot be
with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory is revealed
around and among us, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage that their
lives of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray.
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Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
BENEDICTION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS010868. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A732883 as well as CCLI License #20269444.
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This week please hold in prayer: Evelyn Allen, Karl & Oneta Wiechers, Mary Lou Zwiebel,
for all those on our hearts and minds, and for peace in our nation and the whole world.
JOIN US in reading the New Testament in chronological order in 2021! This week's readings
are:
February 14: 2 Corinthians 10
February 18: Romans 1
February 15: 2 Corinthians 11
February 19: Romans 2
February 16: 2 Corinthians 12
February 20: Romans 3
February 17: 2 Corinthians 13
Ash Wednesday worship will have a few different parts this year. First, ashes will be available
in the mailbox by the back door to pick up in advance if you want. I will be outside from
12-1pm and again from 5:30-6:30pm offering ashes and communion. We will have the ashes
for you and you will put them on yourselves. Bring your own elements for communion (we will
have prepackaged elements available if needed, too). At 7pm we will gather online for the full
Ash Wednesday liturgy via Facebook and Zoom.
Lenten Micro Practices
Daily Examen - 2-17 - Day 1 - Ash Wednesday - PRAY
This prayer technique was developed by St. Ignatius Loyola over 400 years ago. At the end of
the day, use these five steps to review your day and prepare for the next.
1. Become aware of God’s presence.
2. Review the day with gratitude.
3. Pay attention to your emotions.
4. Choose one feature of the day and pray from it.
5. Look toward tomorrow.
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Prayer Rhythm - 2-18 - Day 2 - PRAY
Pick something that happens regularly - like brushing teeth, taking a walk, or washing dishes.
Say a prayer every time you do this action.
Simplify - 2-19 - Day 3 - FAST
What is overcomplicated in life that can be simplified? What are the simplest meals you
can eat? Rice and beans is a simple, nutritious meal found in most cultures around the world
that would make a great lunch or dinner.
Giving Jar - 2-20 - Day 4 - GIVE
Designate a giving jar where loose change can go. At the end of Lent, give the collected
change to the church or another organization. You can also set an intention to give to it
regularly.
Bible Reading - 2-21 - Sunday 1 - MORE
Read one chapter in your Bible today.
Valentine Day Swiss Steak Dinner
Ridgeville Legion is holding a drive-thru Swiss Steak Dinner on Sunday, February 14 from
11am until sold out at the Legion Hall on County Road 19. Menu: Swiss Steak, Mashed
Potatoes & Gravy, Green Beans, Dinner Roll, Valentine Cookie. Cost $10.0 per meal.
Offering
If you are interested, you may sign up for Simply Giving through Vanco by contacting treasurer
Julie Kohout, or send your offering to Emanuel Lutheran Church, PO Box 501, Napoleon, OH
43545. Please do not send cash in the mail!
Available now, Mobile and OnLine Donations
GivePlus Mobile App
1. Download the free GivePlus app from the App Store or Google Play.
2. Find our church by our zip code 43545 or by searching for the name of our church.
GivePlus Online
1. Visit our website at EmanuelNapoleon.org
2. Locate the link Give at the top of the page.
You can make a one-time contribution or a recurring gift. Any questions, please contact Julie
Kohout.
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